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TO THE
"RIGHT HONOURABLE
I AN‘D
Right Rev. Father in Go D,

Lord Zames Beauc'/eré,"
Bif_hop of HE R..E F‘d R D,

MY LORD, |
HE deference due to

. your Lordfhip’s autho-
rity, added to the unanimous
requeft of the Gentlemen pre.-
fent at the preaching of this
fermon,
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DEDICATION.
fermon, who teftified; their ap-
probation of the doétrine, by
- their extraordinary. contributi-
on ta the charity therein recom-
mended, have induced me to
make it publick. Your Lord-
fhip, I flatter myfelf, will not
deny your patronage to that,
which your encouragement hath
introduced into the world. The
many civilities and favours,
which. I received from your
Lordthip, confonant to the po-
lite, hofpitality with which you.
entertain all ftrangers, and all

the gentlemen of your diocefe,
merit



DEDICATION.
merit my publick acknowledg-
ment: and therefore it s with
great fatisfaltion, that I take this
opportunity of fubfcribing my-
{elf,

My Lornp,

Your Lordfhip’s moft obliged,
and moft obedient

humble fervant,

W. PARKER.






PSALM cxlvii I.

O praife the Lord ; for it 5s a good thing
to fing praifes unto our God ; yea a
Jjoful and pleq/émt thing it is to be
thankful.

rior perfons, who have ftood up before

me in thefe your anniverfary affem-

blies of love and harmony, to animate your

affections, tourge forwards your ready zeal, to

keep alive and quicken that facred fire, which

the power of melody had excited, may feemto

have exhaufted the fubje&, which the occa-

fion prefcribes; or at leaft to render the tafk
very difficult to every one, that fucceeds

them in the place and office, which they have

adorned. But the praifes of benevolence can

never be exhaufted, whilft there isan infinite

Being to exercife a&ts of goodnefs, or depen-

dent creatures to receive his donations: The’

‘great fountain of beneficence never fhall be
A drained,

T HE many excellent, and much fupe-
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drained; whilft there remaineth a thirfly land =~
The chanels of charity never fhall be dried.
up, being fupplied by a fountain, that in its.
nature is inexhauftible. Tbe barrel of meal fhall
not wafle, nesther fball the cruife of oil fail,.
fo.long as the prophet, ot the fon of the pro-
phet liveth,

1 have the fatisfactiost too.of thinking, that
what may feem at firft to. be a difcouragement,
is an advantage to the preacher: that your
judgments are already convinced by what has.
been before urged upon the fubjet: that your
underftandings. are already furnithed with the-
beft principles : that your love and gratitude
are awakened by the impulfes which you have
already felt: that your attention is ready
to accompany me; your minds prepared to.
give aflent to the few truths and exhortations.
which I thall offer; and your zeal only difad-
vantageoys to me in being fpontaneoufly hafty
to. pratife them. ‘The very appearance itfelf
on this occafion dénotes the tendency of your
inclinations ; the fulnefs of the congregation
the univerfal diffufion of benevolence through-
out this liberal hofpitable country. Left I
fhould therefore only retard, inftead of accele-
rating your bounty, give me your patience but
for a few moments to go before thofe, who-

are
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are ready to accompany me to the altar of j joy
and gladnefs, in the oblation of 1.(lalous gratitude,
thank{giving, liberality, and c arity.
. The words of the text are in the evening
fervice of qur church, at 1hc condlufion of
each month, placed at thc head ‘of a fett of
infpired hymns, wherein all nature is called
upon to fing forth, before intelligent agents,
the praifes of its creator : And they feem to
be placed at the end of the book of pfalms,
by whomfoever colleted, in order to leave
impreffions of gratitude and the duty of
thank{giving, excited by the powers of har-
mony, and the univerfal chorus of all the
wondrous objeCts of the natural world, to
leave impreffions, I fay, that thould never be
efficed. The fentiments are inforced, at the
very entrance upon the fubje&, by the natural
pleafure attending the difcharge of the duty ,
Pleafure, far which we are indebted to the -
creator, without any previous merit of our
own, by the very conftitution of nature,
which is his original law acting upon us,
whereby he hath made us capable of recewmg
fenfations of pleafure from the organized in-
ftruments of the material world. But fill
we may 1mprovc thefe fenfations and impulfes
into our own virtue, O _ﬁng praxjés unto the

A 2 Lord
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Lord therefore with thank(giving, fing praifes

upon tbe barp untoour God | Praife bim all ye peo-

ple, praife bim all bis boft ! Praife bim upon the

tabret, praife bim upon the firings and pipe.!
O praife the Lord, for it is a good thing to fing

prwj&s unto our God ; yea a joyful and pleafans

thing it is to be thankful.

The words naturally lead us to refle& upon-
the pleafures of gratitude, encouraged, and ex-
cited by harmony. To thefe fenfations of
pleafure natural motives towards duty are an-
next : Motives, which cannot well be with-
ftood, without a. vicious counteraction to the
very bias of nature.. Let us then,. ’

Firft, contemplate the goodnefs of the
creator in conne@ing duty. with pleafure.
We have reafon to be thankful, that God hath
urged us to ats of virtue by motives of delight
either attending, or leading the way to the
performance. “He might have impelled us
without any agreeable fenfations to accomplith
his will ; as the planets are driven by projec-
tion, and governed by gravitation, to compleat
their orbits. He might have guided us by
inflin&, like the animal world, without the
pleafing perceptions of confcxence,, or any re-
fle@tive fatisfaCtions, But the Deity acts upon

manby motivesmoreagreeableand delightful to
the
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the fpecies. The organization of the animal
* part is made greatly fubfervient to the obliga-
tionsof the mental. ‘The ear and the eye are
made the inlets of pleafurg, at the fame time
that the one, as a faithful centinel receives
informmation, and the other, as a prefiding
guardian, admits various degrees of light, to
excite the foul, and dire® the body towards
their refpective fun&ions.

Thefe indeed are pleafures in fome meafure
enjoy’'d in common with the animal world;
Which yet are not on this account lefs delight- -
ful to the percipient, becaufe more extenﬁvely
beftowed"; although the animal creation fhare
with usin our fenfitiveenjoyments.  But then
there are pleafures in the accomplithment of
the divine will, peculiar to rational agents
alone: pleafures founded on reflexion; ona
moral fenfe, and confcioufnefs of what is right;
and begun in abftract thinking.” Thus thecrea-
tor having endow’d man with many faculties,
intelleCtual, as well as corporeal, all tending to
lead him to happinefs, is willing to condu&
Him to his end, not only by way of reafon,
but by fubordinate appetites, and gratifications
of the fenfitive organs, and tne fatisfactions
attendant upon moral fentiments inftilled

through thofe organs, propelling the foul to
. altion,
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aition, as it were, if I may fo call it," by a
kind of intelleGual inftinct.

Bnt man is ufually fo enveloped in pleafure,
that he allows himfelf too little time to medi-
tate on the primary author .of pleafure 5 who
invefted him with the organs of delight, whe
made the feveral connexions, and eftablifhed
the proportions of fenfibility, between the or-
gan, and it’s ftriking object.

Amidft the fatisfactions of the confcious
foul, there are none greater than thofe atten-
dant upon gratntude, and the opportunities of
exprefling it. With what feelings of inward
pleafure dees fhe exert herfelf in the perfor-
mance, when the expreflions are to be poured
forth towards an affiftant fellow creature ! How
much greater then, and, as it were, tumul-
tuous muft be the overflowings of joy and
gladnefs, when occafion calls her, in united
concert, with multitudes of fellow creatures,
to make her thankfgivings acceptable,” upon
the altar of praife, to the great author and
fountain of all beneficence!

For befides the bleflings of our creation
and prefervation; bleflings, which, with eve-
ry rifing day, prefent themfelves as conftant
topicks of praife; bleflings, which in fome
aeafure we enjoy in common with the lower

4 - claffes
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elafles of the fenfitive world ; though we have:
fara fuperior fruition of them, enjoying over
agam in- recolleftion, what they enjoy but
once in prefent fleeting fenfation, which pafleth-
away, and is nomore ;. Ifay, befides theblef-
fings, which flow in upon us by meer crea-
tion and prefervation, our fuperior fituation in
the fcale of beings, the privilege of reafon, and
all the refletive pleafures, that arife from:
thence, are a perpetual demand upon the in-
telligent creature, for the higheft alls of
praife and- thankfgiving, through. every age:
of his exiftence.. ’

The higher men are placed in the diftin&i--
ons of poffeflion, the temporal conveniences
of lifé;. or. the eminence of authority amidft.
their fellow-creatures of the rational fpecies,
the warmer fenfé of gratitude ought they to.
cherith by every motive of reafon, and by
every faculty of fenfation, towards the God,
who raifed them;. and fixt their ftation in this
rank of fuperiority;, faying, here fhall thy
place be. But let the loweft of men ftill
confider, that how inferior foever his rank
may be, in the fubordinations of the focial
fpecies, conftituted for the general benefit of -
the whole, yet he enjoys common organs of
fenfation, equal with. thofe. of the higheft:

princes :
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princes: he is endowed with faculties of reafon

to reflect upon, and advance towards his crea-

tor in the perfetion of moral attributes : he

has ftill an order of beings below himfelf: he .
has his fphere of dominion .over the creatures -
mace for his fervice, food, and nourithment.

For we are indeed lower than angels; but

then we are higher than brutes. And let
the loweft order of men always carry one

fentiment along with them, that by a pro-

per ufe of their prefent faculties, whatever

they are, they mmy advance themfelves into

the dignity of angelick perfection in a future .
ftate, proportioned to their prefent improve-

ments of their refpeétive talents. The loweft

order of men have equal reafon then to join

with the higheft in common oblations of
thanks and praife to the giver of life, and

fenfe, and reafon, and the profpe@ of immor-

tality through Chrift Jefus. For let the higheft

confider, that greatand eminent as their ftation

is in this life, yet they may become much

greater, and better, -and more glorious beings

in another.

And fhall we not be thankful to him, who
hath vouchfafed thefe prefent privileges, and
thefe profpes of future inheritance ? Should
man be filent, the brute creation would cry

- : out
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~ out againft him; the birds of the air, which
in their early matins chant forth to rational
agents the power, and dominion, and wifdom
of him, who gave themtheir voice, and their
fweet changes of notes. Yea the very ina-
nimate part. might cry out, in it's’ aptltude to
fill up it’s proper place in the creation.” The
Slone misght cry out of the wall, and the beam
out- of the timber fhould anfwer it. Let not
man then dare to refufe to join in the univer-
fal concert of nature ! We dare not; we can-
not be filent ! ¢ Yea we praife thee; O God;
¢« we acknowledge thee to be the Lord : with
«¢ a]l the earth, we worfhip thee, the father
« everlafting : with the heavens, and all the
¢ powers that are therein, we cry aloud, that
* heaven and earth are full of the majefty of
 thy Glory!”

- As gratitude then is thus a duty, ‘'we have:
reafon to glorify him, even on this account ;
that he hath made it-an agreeable duty, even.
the moft plmﬁng exercife of the - human:
mind. For it is a duty, which does not fall
under any law of compulfion; to which we
cannot properly be impelled by any civil or
human fanétion : ‘becaufe whateveris involun-
tary would not be gratitude, '~ Gratitude, in
it’s very eflence, muft be a free a&t of the

B foul,
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foul, flowing from a lively fenfe of benevolence
adting in our“favour, froma defire, and kind
of natural- appetitc to make a return,
Thoughitdoes not then fall under the penalties
of any human law, yetit falls, asit were, un-
der the law of inftin&. There is fuch a pa-
tural pleafure in returning good, fuch a natu-
ral thirft after the opportunity in every gene-
rous breaft, that the very profpeé’t of -the oc-~
cafion is an hafty anticipation of felicity, and
urges us vehemently to' the accomphfhment.
It is thus emphatically expreflfed, in the fong
of the pfalmift, by the moft pungent, and
acute of all fenfible appetites, -when employed
in efforts to conciliate the favour, and thank-
fully fet farth the praifes of the fupreme bene-
factor in his holy temple, My foulis ATHIRST

Jor God, yea even for the living God ; for am
opportunity of praifing him in his facred ta-
bernacle : Wben/ball I come to appear égfbre
the prefence of God, -in that his holy place, s»
the woite of praife and tbmy'g;‘vmg, amang
Jich askecp boly ddy!

- There is a kind of lcafure, as well as pain.
in' the firft- fhmulatmg fprmgs of appetite,
prompting us to that which -is beneficial to
our mture, or conducive: to thie. common good
of the fpecies, ‘whereof we conflitite a part.

The
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The expectations of pleafure too, attendant up-~
on the gratification, are ftill a further impulfe
from the deity, urging us to the accomph{h

ment of his will, and at the fame time point-
ing out to us, what his will and confequently
our duty is. ‘The internal feelings of com~

paffion upon the fight of a diftrefled objeét;

the ftrong inclinations to gratitude in the

breaft of the relieved, are both of them a
bias upon the foul to mutual intercourfes of
benevolence between the affluent, and labori-

ous part of the human fpecies. Mutual bene-

volence is neceflary between agents created

focial by the very law of their nature, that are
alternately full, and indigent. Compaffion

then on the one hand, and gratitude on the

other, are natural dire&ions imprefied uponthe

foul, urging us all to the fame oentral point of
love, good-will, and-bounty. -

- But how thall we be grateful, or return
good to him, who by the very fclf-exiftence
of his nature is always full, and-can never
ftand in need of any affiftances, or want any
additions of happinefs from us, -his creatures?
He hath gracioufly pointed out a2 way to us.
He hath ordaired his fubftitates upon carth,
to ftand in need of, and receive our gratitude.
There are objeéts of his love daily before our

Bz ' eyes
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eyes. And be that lrveth mot bis brother,
wbhom be bath feen, upon motives of gratitude
to the common maker. of both, who Eath pla-
ced him before us, and implanted in us a
fenfation urging us to the redrefs of his indi-
gence; bow can be pretend to love God, or be
truly grateful to that God, wbom . be bath not
Jeen? Gratitude to God then, confidered either.
as a moral, or religious virtue, implies love
and bounty to man. Let us now therefore
proceed,

Secondly, to confider how this affection
may be excited, encouraged, and inflamed by.
the harmony of founds in vocal and inftrumen-
tal mufick. ‘

It may be thought here almoft impertinent
to recite, before this audience, the power of
harmony in general, or attempt to defcribe,
what yourfelves have felt.- But the connexion
of my difcourfe reqmrcs me to fay fomething
upon the fubje&, in order to juftify our affem-
bly, and deduce the moral inferences. :

Juftification indeed, Iam perfuaded, with-
in a few hours, ‘it will not want ; -fo foon as.
the good end of this moetmg thall difplay it~-
felf ; fo foon as the overflowings of your cha-

rlty thall be colle¢ted into one ftream, and.
, be
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be ready to be poured forth into the thirfty

ground.

But it may be obferved, that we are for-
med with a natural fenfe of proportion; from
whence arife our ideas of beauty and deformi-
ty: proportion in general is made agreeable to
our fenfes: found admits a vaft variety of pro-
portions: hence it is rendered capable, by a
Jkilful adjuftment of it’s varied proportions, of
caufing a vaft variety of agreeable perceptions .
in the foul: the right adjuftment of thefe pro-
portions is harmony : and the quick fuccef~
fion of thefe perceptions is pleafure,

Mufick therefore has in all ages been eftee-
med the Pcrongcﬂ: incentive of paffion: and
in all ages has it been fo efteemed, becaufe in
all ages it has been fo experienced. Where -
then can we employ it better, than to animate-
our love and thankfulnefs in celebrating the
praifes of the common father of the univerfe ?
For 'when the nafcent flame of "gratitude once
begms to kindle from rational confiderations,’
it is almoft impoffible to fay, to how greatan
height the facred fire' may be blown up by the
the ‘potent mfpxrattons of found.

. The perception of harmony fo ftrongly and
umverfally communicated through all ranks"
and natxons of men, in dlﬁ'ercnt ‘degreesof °
delcate

-



[ 141

delicate fenfibility, is a ftrong prefumptive ar- -
gument, that it was beftowed for other ends,
and higher purpofes, than merely to divert,
and to amufe. God hath endow’d man with
a feafe of hearing, that the ears might adino-
nith him of approaching milchief, and be as
chanels to convey to him the fentiments “of
his fellow-creatures. But wherefore was the
voice of harmony made fo delightful to his
ear? Why was this organ made {o exquifitely
fenfible of the diftinétions of found, in all it’s
minuteft variations ? He might have forewarned
him of danger, and enabled him to converfe,
without all this nicenefs and acutenefs of per-
ceptivity. But the moft high was pleafed to
create man by a more perfect model than the
law of meer neceflity, or what was juft barely
requifite to the fupport of his being: and to
make him wonderfully capable of pleafure, be-
caufe he hath made him capable of duty and
virtue, _ :
" 'The ear therefore is made one of the moft
grateful inlets of pleafure to the foul ; and the
gratifications conveyed through this chanel
have the moft powerful influence on the fpiri-
tual part of our compofition. For the natural
aptitude of founds to fympathize with the fe-
veral paffions of the mind, and of themfelves,
as



[135]

as it were, to exprefs paflion, enables them to
calt up, at will, the feveral affections of the
human foul, and reprefent them before itfelf,
<« For accordingto Thully, * as every movement
« of the foul hath it’s
¢ whereby it is expref
¢« and it’s peculiargeftv. . ... oo o __,, -
¢< it likewife it’s charaGeriftick tone of voice.
s« And the whole frame of man, faith
< he, his features and feveral tones, like the
¢ ftrings of an inftrament that is play’d upon,
« anfwer to the paffions of the foul that
¢ ftrike them. For the organs of the voice
¢ are as chords ftretch’d out ” (nay in reality,
fince Tully’s days, they are found to be chords
ftretch’d out®) ¢ which correfpond to every
¢ touch : the acute, the grave, the fwift, the’
¢« flow, and o on in like proportion.” So that
certain founds may be faid to be, as it were,
in unifon with certain paﬁions

- Hence the concordant mixture of well-pro-
pornoned founds is to the ear, what a well-
drawn painting is to the eye. It prefents, as
in a picture, to themind, the refemblence of
all its featutes.. Mufick is a kind of -delinea<

» Vid. Tully de Oratore, Lib, iii, Se& 57
b See further, pag. 19, 20,
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tion of affe@tions. By its feveral rifings, and
fallings, by the fwellings, and acutenefs,
and fwiftnefs, and flownefs, and gravxty of it’s
notes, it echo’s back the feveral agitations of
the foul to itfelf in quick fucceflion. "It can
either lay before the mind it's prefent i image,
or can change the fubftance: It can exeite,
or accelerate the foul’s motions, er make it ac-
quiefce, with fatisfattion, in it’s prefent ftate ;
It can becalm, as the foul is calm ; or fedate,
and meek, and "languid, and loving, and
compaffionate, as the foul is under any of
thefe different temperatures. Again, it can be
rough, and boifterous, and turbulent, and
vehement, and refentful, and mighty to awa-
ken. It can implore, and fupplicate ; it can
lament, and mourn; it can rejoice and tri-
umph. It can be made all things to all men, that
it may by all means prefide over, modulate,
- and command all the human affections.

-~ Thus by the different applications of mi-
mick founds is it ealculated to promote grief,
or contrition of fpiritin the penitent ; to infpire
with grandeur, and fublimity of thought the
heavenly minded ; to inflame with love and
gratitude the fatisfied heart; to blow up, or
pacify refentment in the angry fpirit; to Iet
down the" foul infenfibly in the confiderate
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breaft, and conduct it on, as it were, by gen~
tle, moderatefteps, to coolnefs, and tranquil-
lity, and contentednefs, and meeknefs, and a
Tove 'of moral harmony.

In fhort, agreeably to what the Roman*
orator faith of eloquence, it may be faid of
harmony, (for eloquence borrows great part
of it's energy and excellence from harmony,
-nay itfelf is harmony) it can raife the dejected;
it can deprefs the lofty; it can footh the tur-
bulent; it can reftrain the vehement; it can
urge on the dull; it can curb the eager; it can
reduce the infolent; it can invigorate the lan-
guid fpirit. Thus is it ufeful to allay, or en-
courage any paflion, as occafional exigence
requires.

Whoever then hath felt it's operation in
himfelf (and who is there this day, zhat bath
ears to bear, who hath not felt it?) cannot
well doubt of the good and effeCtual ufes, ta
which it may be applied in religious fervices.
For which reafon holy David, that divine
matfter in the fcience of harmony, as well as
facred poet, inwardly confcious of it’s powers.
by experience, judged it meet to accompany
his hymns into the houfe of God to recom-
mend them there: and we hear him calling,

s Tull. de orat. lib. i.
C n

-
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in raptured ftrains of poetry, far fuperior to
any of the profane lyricks, upon all the or-
gans of melody, to comeand aid him, when
he has a mind to raife up his own heart, or
that of other men, to fublimer fentiments of
warmth and gratitude, towards the common
father of life, and every blefling, Awake up
my glory, my tongue, that glorious inftrument
of fpeech in man! Awake lute, andbarp! I
myfelf will awake right early. To the fame
purpofe our church, thinking that the cannot
follow a fecurer example in piety, than that of
him, who had this teﬁunony, that be found
. Jfavour with Ged, doth retain mufick in her
cathedral worfhip, which is her moft publick
form, as an ornament to divine fervice, and a
natural help; and incentive to man’s devotion.
It is an aid, in fhort, as natural, as it hath
been univerfal : the firft man feltit, nodoubt,
with pleafure, in the fweet modulated notes,
in the morning and evening fong of the birds
of the air, aCuated by nature, and uninfor-
med by art, in Paradife, that temple of praife,
built by the hand of God himfelf. I fhall add
nothing then to what has been frequently, with
great learning and judgment, offered before
this affembly, on the antiquity of mufick.

Indeed
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Indeed whoever accurately examines the
organ of the human voice, will find it, in
itfelf, a proof of the intended univerfality of
harmony from the beginning: that organ,
which is framed to give us fo much delight,
and improvement in it’s action, and exhibits
fo much exquifite wifdom and defign of it’s
creator in it’s formation, and aptitude for the
powerful reach and execution of melody : an
organ, which, contrary to the opinionof an-
cient philofophy, has been demonftrated by
the late curious experiments of a * very in-
genious inquirer into the frame of man, ina
neighbouring nation, equally ftudious of na-
ture with our own, to be an inftrument part-
ly flutal and party chordal. Wherein the
vibrating air, in it’s various degrees of expira-
tion or propulfion from the lungs, ferves as a’
bow, or as quills to ftrike upon the chords;
the correfpondent vibrations of the little chords
have by his diflections been made apparent to
the eye, continuing as long as the found con-
tinues, the found dying away as the vibrations
ceafe. The cartilages, and mufcles, which

* Voyez les Memoires deI’Acad. royale des Sciences de
I'année 1741. de la formation de la voix de ’homme, par
M., Fetrein,

C 2 ferve
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—ferve varioufly to extend, or to remit thefe
chords, and thereby attenuate them, or increafe
their diameters, fo as to render the voice
either fhriller, or deeper, are a contrivance,
which almoft furpafles wonder. Efpecially
when we confider the amazing {ubtlety, and
nice adjuftment of the machine in 'it’s opera-
tion: that the wholedifference of extenfion or
contraction, within which the whale extent of
the humaa voice is placed, through an almoft
infinite variety of notes, lies within the compafs
of two or three lines; * within the minute
compafs of a fixth or fourth part of an inch.

* Ce que nous venons de dire fuffit pour nous mettre en
evidence ]a caule de cette varieté prodigieufe de tons, et
d’accords qui font 'obje&t principal de la mufique, la deli-
catefle, la juftefle, et la promptitude des mouvemens qui la
produifent, font admirables, tout depend d’un alongement
etd’un raccourciffement dont les differences font renfermées
dans les bornes de deux ou trois lignes. Cette petite eten-
due fait, pour ainfi dire, le manche de I'inftrument.

‘Un mathematicien celébre divife 'o&ave en 301 par-
ties, qu'une voix jufte, conduit par une oreille fine, peut
aifement entonner. 1l a'y a sien que de tres-ordinaire
3 une voix quiva 2 trois o&taves, en comptant les tons for-
cs au deffous de la voix pleine, et au deflus du fauffet.
Ce font donc o3 parties de fon qui doivent etre marquées.
dans ce petit efpace par des divifions et de fubdivifions qui
ileur foient propres. L’imagination les confond, mais 1a

How
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How furprizing, and paft the imitation, or
even tomprehenfion of human art, are thy
works, O Lord! And how wonderfully haft
thou made us all for communications of focial
pleafure, aswell as of moral improvement*!

nature les diftingue : elle choifit le point neceffaire pour
chaque parcelle de-ton; et elle pafle de 'une a Pautre
avec une juftefle qu’il eft difficile de concevoir, et avec
une rapidité que Voreille a bien de la peine a fuivre,
A la faveur d’un mouvement fi fimple en lui-méme,
deux petits rubans remplacent tout ce qu’il y a, que dis-
je? tout ce qu'on pourroit imaginer de cordes ou de tu-
yaux dans Petendue de trois o&aves du clavecin ou de I’or-
gue : nous voyonsi la verité qu’un feu] tuyau fuffit dans
quelques inftrumens pour um certain nombre d'inter~
valles, mais la divifion des tons y eft tres bornée ; d’ail-
leurs combien de fecaurs empruntes ! quelle diverfité
dans les coups de langue du joueur, quelle varieté dans le
mowement des leveres, quelle combinaifon dans I’action
des doigts ; quelle contention enfin dans le jeu de tant
de mufcles! gque faudra-t-il donc; ou plutot que ne
faudra-t-il pas pour tous les tons et pour toutes les parties
imaginables des tons de 1a voix ! Cependant deux cordes,
trois cartilages, et quelques petits mufcles font cette grande
manceuvre : cela fuffit 2 la nature pour exprimer toutes les
differences qu’on peut concevoir dans la parole, dans la
«declamation, et dans ce-que les differentes parties de la
mufique vocale ont de plus recherche! Ib. p.427~8.

* Any perfon who is defirous to fee in what manner M,
Ferrein fupports his fyftem, will read with great pleafure

4 Ts
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To return then, give me leave to obferve,
that if the influence of harmony upon the
human paffions be fogreat, ashath been above
defcribed, it may, byit’s different addrefles to
the foul atdifferent jun@ures, be very peftilen-
tial and deftrucive, if dire@ed to an evil end,
as well as very potent and efficacious when
applied to the promotion of good. This has
been experienced by many wife, ancient na-
tions, and is a truth confirmed by the laws
made for it’s regulation. Thefe laws prove,
at -the fame time, both the antiquity, and
power of mufick. “ I agree with Plato,
« faith Tully*®, that nothing gains fo eafy an
¢ influx into foft and tender minds, as the va-
« riety of notes ufed in finging ; and it is al-
“ moft impoffible to fpeak their influence.
‘« Wherefore fome Grecians carried their opi-
¢ nion fo far, as to think, that the laws of
¢ their mufick could not well be changed,
“¢ without a change in the laws of their polity ;
« and that the effeminacy of their minds
“ would keep pace with that of their mufick,

the many curious experiments made by him to this pur-
pofe, as they are elegantly related in the memoir above-
quoted.

* De legibus, lib. ii, fot. 38

« which
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“ which by it’s fweetnefs and blandithments

“ would naturally corrupt them: or at leak

“ the introduction of effeminacy into their

« mufick would be a proof, that their minds
“ were already depraved.” Thefe perhaps
might in reality operate as mutual caufes to

each other : and the manners of a country

may not improperly be judged of, by the
nature of the mufick, with which they en-

tertain themfelves. It will be the praife

then of our affembly this day, by our applica~
tion of it to facred purpofes, to have fhewn,

that however licentious or depraved our nation:

may be, yet we have fome religion fill left
in our country, to have demonftrated that

whatever immoral minds may think, yet the
delights of mufick are not neceffarily confined

to profanc fubjecs only ; nay, that mufick re-

ceives “an additional dlgmty from the majefty

of the ob_]e& about which it is employed ; and

that it is never more delightful, than when
engaged in the worfhip of the true God.

But wo be to him that applies it ill; or
affixes the corrupt idea to it! the fault is
not neceflarily inherent in the nature of har-
mony, which of itfelf is innocent ; but in the
depraved imagination of the man, that abufes,
or mifapplies it, conneQing it with vicious

phrafes,
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phrafes, or corrupt ideas. I am hence ther
naturally led,

Thirdly, To a religious inference or two
from the foregoing obfervations; and particu-
larly to two precautions, which my {ubjeét ne-
ceflarily fuggefts with. regard to mufick in the
houfe of God; one relative to the compofer
or performer, the other to thehearer.

Let the facred mufician then avoid,efpecially
in this audience-chamber of the almighty, all
fuch levity of notes, as may tend to excite a
levity of ideas before the awful prefence of
the king of kings. Let him carefully decline
the introduction of all fuch addreffes to the
paflions in his notes, all fuch complications of
founds, as, having once been connected with
words of levity, may naturally recall into
light minds the remembrance of thofe words
or their ideas again. Thefe evils let him feri-
oufly fhun, as he would not be partaker, or
principal occafion, of otber men's fins.

In the next place, let the hearer notindulge .
himfelf, in this houfe particularly, in the mif-
application of notes, which may have great
merit of harmony in themfelves, if at any time
fuch notes fhould injudicioufly be introduced
by an unequal or inadvertent performer, as
have been once connected with odes of levity,

or
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or may feem to bear, in their coherence, .too
ﬁrong a fimilitude to fome profane compofi-.
tions, ~Let him rather ftudy to adapt good
ideas to the found, and thereby correct the
the Judgment of the mufician, Far be it
from chriftians to convert the temple of the
Lord into the refemblance of a lewd theatre!
~ Inthort, let the performer, and the hearer,
only bring with them into the houfe of God
fentiments becoming that place, a fenfe of
the ‘divine majelty, who is prefent there to
fee, and to hear, and to perceive, what they
do, and fpeak, and think; and "then the
former will be fufficiently guarded againft all
fuch feries of notes, as may proclaim levity,
the minds of the latter will be raifed above it.
The fcale of harmony fupplies mufick
enough, . that is grave, and folemn, and ma-
jeftick, becoming the temple of the Lord of
hofts,” adapted to raife, and to encourage all
the affetions required, or all the refolutions
to be confirmed in that houfe. And the able,
and judicious performer will not be deficient
either in ftore or choice of notes, that have
a proper tendency. Let.him only endeavour
to raife in himfelf that flame of devotion, and
feel that holy warmth of love within his own _
D foul,
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foul, which his duty requires him to commu-
nicate, and he need not fear but he will ba
fuccefsful in hisoffice. If he is willing that
I thould penitently weep, he muft himfelf
be mournful : if he would have me contrite,
he muft himfelf be lwly, and broken in firit
if he would exalt mine ideas to heavenly
things, he muft elevate his own; and him--
felf afcend to heaven in thought. For fym-
pathetick nature will compel me #o rejoice itk
the harmony of bim that doth rejoice, and to
weep with bim that weepeth.

~ Pardon thefe fhort fuggeftions before maf-
ters of mufick fojudicious, and a congregation
fo well difpofed ; of which both have given
fuch repeated proofs! Only go on to thew to
the world, that ye are mot weary in well
doing — and permit me now, after the long
and favourable attention, which ye have given
me, haftily to conclude,

" Fourthly and laftly, with a word or two
upon one main occafion of our prefent meet-
ing, which naturally refult from the foregoing.
remarks.

The fum of what hath already been obfer--
ved is this: God hath formed thefoul fufcep-
tible of great delight in harmony : thereis a

natural
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natural fympathy between founds.and paffions:
gratitude then being anaffe@ion firft exifting in
the foul, before it advances into outward a@iony
is, like other paffions, capable of being raifed
or encouraged by mufick : gratitude is exerted,
in a&s of love, either to the benefa&tor,
where that is poflible, or othérwife to the ob-

je€t manifeftly beloved by the benefaltor, as

the higheft mark of thankfulnefs, which we

‘can fhew unto him.

Now if inftruments, which have neither
fenfe, nor life, nor motion of themfelves,
can, when properly ftruck, and aced upon,
minifter to our devotion, how much more
muft the united vaice of a great congregation
of mtclhgent, rational, thankful creatures,
joining in fpontaneous facred concert, with the
aid of inftruments, to praife and magnify the
Lord, the father everlafting, ftir up, and
fire each ether’s breaft, throughout the holy
temple! :

If any man then is defirous to prove his
fenfe of harmony, and demonftrate the judg-
ment of his ear for mufick, let him fthew it
inthe proportion of his charity this day; in
his generous cantributions, while his breaft
by hatmony is warmed into focial love, if it

D 2 . is
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is capable of being warmed the:eby‘ It will be
“the higheft reflexion upon your hearts, and
"ears, if with all the advantages of facred me-
‘lody, which ye this day enjoy, ye fhall not
“be moved thereby to fome diftinguithed marks
_of gratitude to your almighty benefador,- in.
“your liberality towards his beloved children.

‘A fhame will it to be us, to fhew, that we
bave -either an ear not to hear, or an heart
not to feel; that we have neither an ear for
mufick, nor an heart for compaffion! But I
am perfuaded, that I have obferved better
ears, and hearts in you, my brethren — only
give proof before the churches of your
judgment and goodnefs! Let not other
churches rival you In the praifes of charity, the
greateft of all chriftian graces! But demon-
ftrate, to thofe, who obje& to our form of
worthip by church-mufick, the good effects
thereof, and the reafon we have of boafting
therein, upon your account .

If ye have any regard to the memory of
thofe, - who have laboured among you in the
word and doffrine of our common Lord and
Saviour, Jefus Chrift, fhew it in the only in-
ftance, wherein ye can fhew it to them, who
are moved out of your fight, in your bounty

to
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to the diftrefled part of themfelves, which
grieved them moft at their departure out of
this world, and whom chriftianity, the love
of God, and focial harmony recommends to
your parental nurture, their poor afflicted chil-
dren. Whatever ye do untoany of thefelittle
oones, ye will doit more abundantly untoChrift,
inafmuch as ye do it to the children of thofe,
who became poor, merely perhaps through
their confinement to a profeflion, which af-
fords not ample reward enough to all, to fur-
nith them with due provifion for their fa-
milies, that of preaching the gofpel of Chrift,
Among you they have laboured, and are taken
away from the field of their labour ; let the
children reap the harveft thereof, and feel
that ye have profited by the exhortation of
their fathers! Let not the heart of the widow,
the mother of thefe children, be plaintive,
while ye rejoice; but let the heart of the wi-
dow, and her babes together, leap this day for
joy, and join with you in common fongs of
praife to the everliving, univerfal parent!

It hath often been lamented as the great
misfortune of this nation, the happieft in the
world inall other refpects, that it is too much
diftracted by civil factions, and that mutual

leve:
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fove is thereby too much overpowered, and
fometimes almoft totally extinguithed. But
it is. the glory of #his anniverfary aflembly,
and may it continue to be fo, that it hath
never been interrupted by any fwellings of
. Charity hath ftill flourithed in this
your land, and hath here had ber perfedt
aork. Here, without diftin&ion, perfons of
differentcivil denominations have met together
in unifon, to be beneficent. This folemnity
hath reconciled, or overwhelmed, asit were,
all diffonance of party jars, or party jealoufies,
and made even difcords, like certain notes of

mufick, unite in harmony. -
May your only emulation and jealoufy con-
tinue to be thewn in doing good, and in pro-
woking each other unto good works! This will
be alaudable emulation before men : this will.
be a pleafure, remaining with the foul, to be
recalled at will, through every fcene of her.
exiftence : for this will be an acceptable fer-
vice in the fight of God, and, added to other
virtues, will fecure to you his everlatting fa-
vour and loving kindnefs. In order therefore
that your minds may be fully aCtuated to the
accomplifhment of this great work, let every.
inflrument ‘of melody, and act of praife be
joined now before him in the religious concert!
Praife



[31]

Praife bim in the found of the trumpet ; praife
bim upon the lute and barp ; praife bim upon

the well tuned cymbals; praife bim upon the loud

cymbals ! Let every thing that bath breath,

whether vocal, or inftrumental, whether na-

tural, or infpired by man, but above all,
this day, let the united harmony of your be~

neficence praife the Lord !

FINIS
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