


THE
PREFACE

AS every ome muft be

Jenfible, that it re-
quires a great Share. of
Knowledge to add any thing
of real Confequence to the
REePUBLICK OF LETTERS,
(efpecially in the prefent

curious
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curtous and difcerning Age)
it may poffibly carry with it
an Air of Prefumption, to
pretend to obtrude the fol
lowing mean Performance
upon the Pyblick, when Men
of the moff approv’d Parts
and Learning, bhave al-
ready done known juftice, to
this, as well as other To-
pzck:, Bat mjiead of ‘tin
{ug . the .Reaz/er with auy
Lureher Apology, 1 feall omy
a%fre him to perufe it mi{b
a proper degree of Can-
{lom' If there are 4o pery

~ mate-

~
< e
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material Miftakes, it is pof-
[fible, that fome few Inacca-
racies may be pafs’d over with

a favourable, and friendly
Eye. |
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1 SAM. xviil.
Part of the 6th Verfe,

And they came to meet King
Saul, with Tabrets, with
Ty, and with Inflruments
of Mufick.

HAT the Knowledge
| and Pra&ice of every
< ufeful Art and Science,

have an apparent Ten-
dency, to open and enlarge the
growing Faculties of the Mind,
and to raife them to a natural
Pitch of Luftre, and Dignity;
That the wifeft in all Ages, thofe
who have difcover’d the greateft
Strength and Compafs of Reafon,
have often infifted upon their Im-
portance, is a Truth, which has
“long fince had the general, and
B ~ united
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united Voice of Mankind: If
then we would confider Man in
the moft advantageous Point in
View, we muft refle&, that as
the fovereign Difpofer of all things
has endow’d his Nature with an
active and intelligent Principle,
(and confequently form’d for great
and noble Improvements) it is his
natural and immediate Duty, not
to reft contented with every low,
and imperfe& Attainment, but, on
the contrary, to be carried on with
a fort of reftlefs Impatience, for
future, and more enlarg’d Difco-
veries, S

There are few (it is to be pre-
fum’d) of fo irregular, and unci-

viliz’d a Caft, but muft be fenfi-

ble, that the Advantages we re-
ceive from. an Application to any
ufeful Part of Literature are great
and how much foever fome may
mifapply their Talents, or per=
S . fevere
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fevere in a Courfe inconfiftent with
the Profped, or Notion, of any
laudable Attainment ; yet they muft
efteem thofe, who have fufficiently
diftinguifh’'d themfelves for fome
ingenious or ufeful Performance,
and thereby entitl'd to the Efteem,
and Approbation of Mankind,

But then it is ftill to be re-
- mark’d, that the fame wife and
gracious Author has varioufly dif-
pos’d the Inclinations of Men, and
fitted Variety of Obje@s to their -
feveral Talents; and, though we
meet with fome happy Geniufes,
who are capable of making great
Advancements in various Branches
of Learning, yet in moft there.is
a fort of Mafter-Affection, which
determines them tc one fix’d Point,
and engages the greateft Part, if
not the whole of their Attention :
And, though the Mind may be
varioufly difpos’d at fome particu-

' B2 lar



lar Seafons, and diverted from its
-more natural ~Courfe, ‘though it

"may be loft amidft too great a

~ Multiplicity of Purfuits, and di-
ftragted as it were ‘in its Choice ;
yet there will be a Time, when it
will fix and determine, in favour
~of that, which Nature has taught
to approve.

This is an Obfervation, which
has been {o often confirm’d, and
illuftrated, that to enter into any
particular Difcuffion, muft bewholly
forcign to my prefent intended Pur-
pofe ; and therefore (without any

further Digreffion) fhall haften ta

ﬂlOW,_

1, The gratcful Efficacy of
Mu.ﬁckg;r '

adly, The Reafohablenc& and
~ Importance of it :

3V
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adly, I fhall conclude with
~ the Nature and Defign of
this Day’s Aflembly.,

But firft, I fhall {how the grate~
ful Efficacy of Mufick,

Amidft the great Variety of Sub-
je@s which have often employ’d

.the ingenious Part of Mankind,
“thereé are few ar none, which both

antient, as well as modern Writers,
have dwelt upon with more feem-
ing Pleafure, or exprefsd them-
felves in more affe@ing and raptu-
rous Terms, than when they have
been endeavouring to fet forth and
defcribe, thofe grateful Effeds,
which have often been obferv’d to
arife from the Power and Efficacy

.of Harmony, which have been im-~
_ mediately confequent upon that

pleafing Science, Mufick.
Both
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‘Both Profe, as well as Poetick
Writers, have done fingular Juftice
“to the Subject, and have very beau-
tifully remark’d, that the Powers
of Melody charm and lift us above
“ourfelves ; that they often move,
and affe& the very inmoft Receffes
of the Soul. * Such is the prevail-
ing Efficacy of Mufick ; fo irrefif~
tibly perfuafive is that favourite
Science, that when our Paffions
and AffeGions are addrefs’'d with
the {fweet Mixture of ‘Cadence and
Concord, we -are fill'd with Ad-
miration before we are aware, and
feel a fudden fecret Pleafure too
great to be exprefs’d. '

This is a ‘Charaéer fo peculiar
to Mufick, that it will ‘be found
difficult to have the fame Obfer-
vation {o -ftrangly verified in any
other Art or Science, fo much as
in that of Mufick, :
o If
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1f we, confider. the Nature, of

other Arts. and ..Sciences, it..will
appear., beyond ‘the Reach' of a
_]ulge Exception, . that fome previous
Knowledge will be found abfo-
Tutely requifite,. in order to .relith
their refpe@tive Beauties. But,
with regard to the Powers of Me-
lody, the Calfe, (if I am not mif-
taken) feems to be extremely dif-
ferent.. Thefe, with a fort of re-
fiftlefs Power, with an arbitrary
Sway, as it were, affe@ the yet.un-
inftru&ted Faculties, and make very
-deep,and fenfibleImpreflions, upon
the moft ignorant, and.unikilful
Hearers. :

In Mufick therefore, it is not
wholly neceffary that every .one
fhould be well converfant with
the Rules and Laws of Compofi-

_ tion, -or be well vers'd in the Na-

ture and Properties of Concord

7 ‘ ~and
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and Difcord. Thefe Speculations
(fays an anonymous Author *) I
abandon to the fage Theotifts,
which are only like the nice gram-
~matical Parts of a Difcourfe, whofe
Merits I can feel, without entering
into the Difcuflion,

To pretend to explain, in a nice
‘and critical Manner, how mere
Sound fhould thus operate upon
the Faculties of the Soul, or how
to account for that Senfation and
Refletion, whereby we judge and
perceive either harmonious, or dif-
cordant Tones, is a Secret as ‘yet
wholly unknown; a Phznomenon
in Nature, which has long fince
baff’d the Search of the moft Cu-
rious and Inquifitive, And if we

roceed to confider even the theore-

tick Part of Mufick, or that which

more particularly treats of the Pro-
‘perties of Concords and Difcords,
' there

* Tract upon Mufick.
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there will be found Difficulties

here, which the moft accomplifh’d
Theorift has not yet fufficiently
explain’d : Though it is a general
receiv’d Opinion, that the Mo-
derns have made more ample Dif-
coveries in this Particular than thofe
of the Antients,

But, inftead of entering into any
fuch nice, and philofophical Dif-
quifitions, which may poffibl
ferve more to amufe, than to af{
ford any real Matter of Inftruc-
tion, it will be a&ing a more
prudent part, to reft contented
with well-known Experience with
regard to the Powers of Melody,
and to obferve, that the Mind, is

often affe@ted with the Concord /%,,{()/9

of fweet Sounds ; and though
there is no real or fatisfaory Ac-
count to be given, or any adequate
Caufe to be affign’d, for fuch a
Procedure of the Mind, yet every

C Day’s
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Day’s Obfervation will fatisfy us of
the Truth of the Affertion.

Some theré are indeed, who
feem to be form’d in fuch a man-
ner, that they are fo far from re-
lithing the Beauties of Harmony,
that the moft finith’d mufical Com-
pofure, or in the * Poet’s Phrafe,
the moft artful, unimaginable
Touches, are to them unmeaning
and lifelefs, and leave no fort of
Impreflion behind them.

~ Far be it from me to caft the
lealt injurious Refle¢tion upon thofe,
whom Nature has denied the Plea-
fure, of relithing the engaging Mea-
fures, either of a Handel +, or a
- Purcel,

. *® Milton. .
1+ To do juftice in all refpeéts to the Cha-
ratter of Mr. Handel, who has open’d fuch
uncommon Scenes of Delight, who in the
greateft Variety of Inftances has long fince
prov’d himf{ulf the moft perfeét Mafter of Har-
mony that any Age ever produc’d, would
. rather

—_— N -
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Purcel. My more natural and be-
coming Province muft be to vindi-
cate and affert the Caufe of Mu-
fick, to refcue it from any unjuft
Reproach, and to infift upon the
real and undoubted Importance of
that noble, and exalted Science.

Few Arts and Sciences (as it has
often appear’d to a very unhappy
degree of Certainty) but have had
thofe who have endeavour’d, at
fome time or other, to leflen them
in the Efteem of Mankind, and to
{et them forth in a difadvantageous,
and reproachful Light. This will
always be the Cafe, as long as there
are fuch in the World, who have
little or no Relith for thofe re-
fin’d and mental Senfations, which
are ever peculiar to Beings of an
intelligent Rank and Order, and
in the Perception of which, the

| C 2 Ho-

rather require a Volume, than this poor, and
imperfet Sketch,
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Honour and Dignity of the moral
Stru&ure more particularly confift.

In the Eftimate of * fuch, it is
little Matter of Wonder, that every
pleafing Art fhould meet with
equal Reception, or that every va-
luable Science fhould be equally
difhonour’d or reproach’d.

But we proceed, in the fecond
Place, to confider the Reafonable-

nefs and Importance of Mufick.
The

¢ The human Underftanding exerting itfelf
vigoroufly, throws off by its own Force its
Regard for, and Conne&ion with the Body ;
it difcovers that thofe Pleafures which are
adapted to the one, are in fome meafure incon-
fitent with the other ; that the Joys of the
Senfes are fhort, violent, and afford no Satif-
faction on Refle&tion; whereas thofe of the
Mind are mild, folid, and permanent in their
Nature. Yet a little Confideration renders it
very evident, that the infinite Wifdom of the
Creator is alike confpicuous in both: Tt is not
that fenfual Pleafures are wrong in themfelves,
for they are admirably fuited to the animal Na-
ture, and are abfolutely neceffary to the Con-
tiauance of Mankind,  Difcour. upon Prou,

e . - e .
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The univerfal Reception, which
the Knowledge of Mufick has met
with in the more early Ages of the
World, the great Regard which
the moft polite and finith’d Na-
tions have always paid to its Pro-
feffors, muft greatly tend to raife
our Efteem of it, as a Science of
no mean, and inconfiderable Im-

artance. If then we would pay
the leaft Refpe@ to the valuable
Remains of Antiquity, or efteem
the Precepts of thofe Sages, who
were formerly Men of Renown,
we fhall foon find, that Mufick
was very ftrongly recommended to
the Pradice of thofe who were
otherwife remarkable for great and
uncommon Accomplihments, and
that fome of the moft complete
Scholars have not thought it be-
low their Obfervation and Notice :
The Roman Orator informs us,

- that the People of antient Greece
5 had



L]

had fo fingular a Regard for Mu-
fick, that fome Knowledge at leaft
of that Science, was look’d upon
as a grand Requifite, to form and
compleat the Chara&ter of a Per-
fon, of the greateft Rank, and
Fortune. ‘

We read of one ¥, who in many
refpe@ts was look’d upon as a very
remarkable Perfonage, whofe fin-
gular Improvements in various
Branches of Learning, very- juftly
excited the Admiration of the
World ; yet, his great Want of
Knowledge in this Science, ferv’d
greatly to leflen his Efteem, and
to fully the Brightnefs even of fo
great, and exalted a Chara&er:
For which Reafon, we find him
greatly tax’d, for being deficient
in this ufeful, and neceffary Ac-
complifhment.

It
* Themiftocles.
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It is remark’d by a * Writer
upon this Subje&, that fome of
the beft Philofophers look’d upon
Mufick, as a peculiar Gift and
Favour of Heaven, as being ne-
ceflary to raife the Mind to a
more fublime and exalted Pitch:
And the Antients (as the fame Au-
thor proceeds to obferve) efteem’d
thofe who had no Genius for it,
wholly ftupid and fenfelefs, whofe
Frame was diforder'd, and the
Elements of their Compofition at

‘War amongft themfelves: A Man

(fays Plutarch) who has learnt
Mufick from his Infancy, can
never mifs having a Tafte for

 what is good, and confequently

a Hatred of what is bad, even
in Things that belong not to Mu-
fick ; he’ll never dithonour him-
felf by any Meannefs, he'll be
ufeful to his Country, careful in
private

* Banner,
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private ‘Life,. all his ‘Actibns and:

‘Words will be difcreet, and: de--
ferving the Chara&@er’ of Doccncy,
Moderauon and 0rder

Why therefore ﬂlould we fuf—
pend our fudgment, - or prefume
to doubt of the real Importance
of Mufick, when it has receiv’d
this high, and deferv’d Encomium,
from fo great, and mafterly a
Hand ? SR '

To enumerate all the particu-

lar Inftances which might be ‘pro-
duc’d, for the Illuftration of a
Point, already "difcufs’d by -many
able Writers, would only ferve to
carry me beyond the Bounds, and
Purport of this Difcourfe, and de-
tain this Audience too long ;* and
therefore thefe few and familiar
. ones ‘may poflibly fuffice at this

time, to fhow that the Know-:

ledge and Prac&ice of Mufick have
been
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beenr ‘held in great Efteem, and-
the Reception it has met with muft
enhance the Value of it in the Eye
of every cool and difpaflionate Rea-
foner in hfe

But I proceed, in the third and
laft place, to confider -the Na-
ture and Defign of this Day’s Af~
fembly .

There are few ‘or none in this
Chriftian Auditory, who, in a fe-
rious Hour of Refle&ion, but muft
entertain great Notions of thofe
"  WORTHIES, who at fuirft
were principally concern’d in this
great and momentous Affair, who
were the fole Authors and Con-
trivers of this great and exten-
five A&t: An A&, which muft
make their Names greqtly efteem’d,
COrdlally revered; which muft de—
rive the greateﬁ and moft lafting
Honour upon their Characers,

D and
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and make ‘them entirely: worthy
of our future Imitation and Re-
gard. I

" What thercfore thofe great Be‘-
nefa@ors have long fince fo hap-
pily begun for ‘the Good of con-

fiderable Numbers, it is our more

immediate Duty to enter upon .

every ufeful Expedient, to think
upon every proper Meafure, in
order ‘to perpetuate the fame -to
future Generations : For, by the
Continuance -of this noble and be-
neficent Defign, we are enabled
to diffufe, we are impower'd to
chear, and animate the otherwife
-drooping  Spirits of thofe who
‘would be deftitute of this humane,
this friendly Afliftance.

It muft certainly then give us

the moft raisd and exalted No-

tions of that grand Gofpel-Duty,
Charity, (that Divine and Hea.
i | venly
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venly ‘Duty) when .-we confider,
that the fole End of this Appoint-
ment, #ba¢ the only Reafon why
we refort upon this affeing Oc-
cafion : In. fhort, what gives a
pleafing and never-failing Sanction
to the whole, is; to refle®, that
we are here united to {uccour
thafe who labour under the Weight
and Preflure of an adveife For-
tune § who, at one time a day,
were wholly unacquainted with
thofe Troubles and Misfortunes,
which now imbitter their Days,
and caft a fad Gloom upon the
Remains of an imperfe& Life.

- With regard to the common
Poor, who are enur’d to a‘ con-
ftant Series of Hardthips, -they are
not  the immediate Objeés of this
Inftitution, - or the primary Care
of its Concern. The Authors of
this Defign very wifely and affec-
tionately confider’d, that there were
C D 2 few
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few or none fo worthy of- the- real
Regard and- Attention of Man-
kind, as the Widows and Chil.
dren of thofe, who were formerly
the faithful Minifters of God’s holy
Word and Sacraments; who, from
a regular and. conftant Supply of

ufeful . Accommedation - in
Life, are now by the wife and un«+
erring Stroke of Heaven reduc’d
-to the moft piteous Circurnftances;
and that perhaps in the Eve of
Life, when every the leaft Mif-
fortune has an additional Weight,
and fcatters a more difmal Ray. -

Would you then pay a natural
and becoming Regard to the Me-
mory of any worthy Clergyman,
who was formerly your chief Paf-
tor and Guide, who in every In-
ftance of Condu&t- behav'd with
the greateft Decency and Pro-
priety ? Confider his peor Widow.

and Children, all in. their mourn-

= ful
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ful Attire; all involv'd in Tears,
g and bewailing one to an<
other, with Hearts almoft {pent
out with Grief for their late un-
fpeakable Lofs ! -

+ This is le’creﬁs indeed. . Mcr@
Language cannot paint it. Mere
Words  cannot exprefs it. - The
Scene is really mournful beyond
all human Expreflion. It is im-
poflible for you to picture fuch
a ‘ane in your Imagination without
fhuddering, as it were, at the moft
diftant Profpe& of fuch Diftrefs.

Would you then pay a Chriftian

Regard to the Memory of any.
worthy Clergyman, confider his.
poor diftrefs’d Wife with a nume-
rous Offspring, full of Hurry and
Perplexity, full of Fears and Cares,
totally bereav’d of their former
Comfort #nd Support. Allow:
yourfelf 3 Mcment’s Refle&ion, and:

3 ’ you
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you muft (unlefs you would flifle
every Impulfe of Good-Nature) re-
lieve them : If you are a Chriftian;
ou muft mitigate theit Caresy
and foften their Diftres. If you

are a good Man, you'll dry up
their Tears, and relieve them with

3 Godlike Generofity of Soul. Bs
the Helper of the Friendlefs there«
fore, and make their Hearts tbat

are ready to perifh ﬁng for Foy.

As for You *, you haVe a]ready
acquitted yourfelves in the power-
ful Language of Mufick, you have
in the moft engaging and affe@-
ing Strains, (in Strains more parti-
cularly fuited to this Occafion) en-
deavour’d all you can to foothe and
- foften the Mind into Pity and
Compaflion,- and to raife in it
every grateful, cvery worthy Scn-
fation.

It

- * This was more particularly addrefs’d to
~ the Vocal and Inftrumental Performers,
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It s greatly to be hopd thar.
you have powerfully- pleaded -the
Caufe of the Widow and Orphan,
and rais’d a juft Senfe of their Mi~
fery and Want, in every human

Breaﬁ

It is greatly to be hop d, that
your Melody has gain’d an eafy
Accefs to the Hearts of this Au~
dience, and left no one infenfible of
the great Caufe, in which we are
now particularly interefted, and

engag’d.

And thus have I endeavour’d to
acquit myfelf before thls SHINING
AssSEMBLY.

If thefe, and fuch like Senti-
ments as thefe, fhould in the leaft
avail to promote the Good and
Comfort of others, or engage the
Heart in favour of the Diftrefs’d

and
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and AffliGed ; if there are thofe

'who are now more fenfible of the
real and undoubted Importance of

“a truly humane and charitable Dif-

pofition, it muft greatly add to the
Satisfaction of any one to reflet,
that it had ever been in his Power
to accomplith fo great and necef-
dary a Work. o

To conclude. May all fuch
charitable Inftitutions as thefe con-
tinue to profper, and may this Day
more particularly be diftinguith'd
for an extenfive and enlarg’d Be-
neyolence.

N R B




Dean CONYBEARE s

SERMON

4 Preach’d before sthe HoNoURABLE
_.Houfe ofCO MMONS,
 On Tagfday, April 25,1749
%g the Day of THANKS GIVIN <:z
FOR THE
GENERAL PEACE.




Mercurii, 26 Die Aprilis, 1749.
Ordered,

HAT the Thanks of this Hq

given to the Reverend
Con 5eare, for the Sermon by hxrn
Preached Yefterday before this Houfe
at St. Margaret’s Weflminfler ; and
that he be defired to Print the fame
and that the Lord Dupplin, Mr. So-
licitor General, and” Mr. Lyzzelton do
acquaint him therew1th -

. Dyson,

o Cler Dom.Con,
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