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. The PREFACE
=Y \His [fmall Treatife is only levelld againft thofe
+ ] Operd's which are entirely Mufical ﬁ;/r‘ thofe
which are Drammatical may be partly defended by
the Examples of the dnciexts.  We bave endeavour'd
1o fbew in the following Treatife, that the Englifb Stage
is dike to be overthrown by the Progre[s of thele new
Operd’s 5 it would be eafe here to ;iew the Importance
of that Stage to the Publick : That People mufy and will
have Diverfims, and that a great and flourifbing Pes-
ple will bave publick Drverfuns, that if the Govern-
went-dves not take care to provide reafénable Diver fions
for them,’ they will nat fail to grovide fuch for' them-
Yelves ar are without Reafon. T hat unreafonable ones
are pernicious to- Governmenty and that reafomable ones
are advantagious to it 5 that . pleafure if Senfe being
too much indulgeds makes Reafon ceafe t0-be a Pleafure,
w1d by confequence i contrary both to publick and pri-
vate Duty.  That the Drama-of all reafonable Diver=
foms is the beft that has ever: been invented at omce
to delight and infirut the Worldy that it has ‘never
flourifl’d but in Three or Four of the braveft Nations
‘that bave been [ince-the World began, and that in the
waft flourifving States of thofe Nations, and that
4 Az a



The P;efaée.
4 People mufs bave a very good [hare of Virtue as well

as Undertanding befure they can recerye it among thems,
that itis fo very agreeable to good Government,that moft
of the great Mem whe bave wrst of the Art of Govern-
wg, from Plato down to Harrington, bave writ
esther Playe o Dincllions,. o ‘Rules for. the Stage.
Fbat foe of the greatefs. Momarchs and greateft Mi-
niflers of State bave na omly encourag'd Plays, but
bave wrst them themfelves ; that fome of the greatefk
Pbthﬁag:em bave done_ the fame, that bers in England
indved Fwo or Three formal affeéted Bigots bave en
deavoxr'd to contradiél all ihefe and the common Senfe
of Mon, and upon a. pretance of making all Men- good
Chrifdeansy, whach Chrift and brs Apoftles have [a ofien
told as never will bey have aflually made Thufands
ton vimes- wor[é than they would bave been witheut theme.
Fhet the confoquence g[)tbeir Writings has beeny, that
Pliays bave been for fome Tears difcourag’dy and Divers
flons eftabisfli'd im sbe roows of them, :fdt have really
been- and are likg 10 be-ten vimes more prejadicial 1o the
Rublick than ever Plays wore pretended 10 be, Thas
ene of thsfe Diverfims bas bren gaming, which has dune
wunfpeakable barm to bab Sexes i part of the
_Town: That gaming, fonce the puzz;?hzg the Buooks
againft the Stage bas increas’d Ten-fold, and that the
wumber of Bankrupts during that time bas been as much.
augmented 5 that the mumber of Cuckelds in all likely
berd- bus advancd proportionably : That gaming, by
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The Preface. |
giving- Men a privilege vo-be familinr withy and
smetimss rude to Women, removes that awe which
Nature has plac’d between the Sexes as the ftrongeft
Bulwark of Chaflity 5 that when 2 young Lady ev'n
of the fricteft and moft unblemift’a Honour, lofes a
Summ of Money, which fbe dares not ewn to ber Re-
Jations 5 and which fbe canmot pav without them, and
Joofes 1t ta a young agreeable Fellowy who perbags loves
her, and bas a fscrst Defspe upom her, fbe fads a
Femptation that tries ber utmaft Virtve, |

We have endeavonr'd to fhew inthe following Trea-
tife, by the force of Reafm, that the ltalian Opera,
another Entercarement,, which is about to be eflablifbd
in the roms of Plays, is & Dverfim of more permicious
confequence, than the mof} ficentious Play that ever bas -
appear’d ugan the Stage. It wauld be ne bard matter
to fupport thofe Proofs by the Authorities of fome of the
moft celebrated Authors amang, the Ancients and Mo~
derns, but we foall comtemt owr [elves with tha of
Boileau, becaufe be is equally fam'd for ]u)dlgmmt' :
and Sincerity, excepting Matters in which bis King is -
cancern'd, and is knourn by all the World to be.paféé{)‘ :
Mafher of the Subwih  Letwe fee thew whar this ee<.
lebrated Autbory who bas agprovd of Plays,. info fo- -
lemn and publick a mauner,. [ays in relatson to. Opera’s.-
The Paffage is in bis Tmtﬁy Satyr, which i wrir
by way of Letter 1 & Friend w advifs bim wes’
o marry, |
o -~ L’Epoufe



“The Preface.

"~ L’Epoufe que Tu- prens, fans tache en fa conduite,
! Aux Vertus m’a-t-on dit, dans Port Royal inftruice,
. Aux Loix de fon Devoir regle tous ces Defirs;
* Mais qui peut t'afleurer, qu'invincible aux Plaifirs,
« Chez tof dans une vie ouverte a la licence,
. Elle confervera fa premiere innocence 2
- Par toi méme bien tét conduite- 3 ’Opera,
- De quel air penfes-tu, que ta Sainte verra -
, D’un {pe@acle enchanteur.la Pompe Harmonieule,
- Ces Danfes, ces Heros 3 voix Luxurienfe ;
- Entendra ces Difcours fur 'amour feul Roulans,
» Ces doucereux Renauds, ces Infenfés Rolands. :
Scaura d’eux qu'a 'amour comme au feul Dicu fupreme,
- On doit immoler tout, jufques a la Vertu méme:
~-Qu'on ne fcauroit trop tot- fe laiffer enflammer,
Qu'on n'a regli du Ciel un ccour que pour aimer ;
. Et tous ces lieux communs de Morale Lubrique,
~-Que Lully a rechauffé-des fons de fa Mufique ?
» Mais de quel Mouvement dans fon ceeur excitez,
_Sentira t¢lle alors tous fes fens agités 2
*je ne te repons pas gqu'au retour mioins timide,
.+ Digne Ecoliers enfin, d’Angelique ou d’Armide ;
. Elle n’aille & I'inftant pleine de ces doux fons,
Avec quelque Medor pratiquer ces Lecons.
- Suppofons toute fois qu'encore fidele & pure,
‘+.Sa yertu de fe choc revienne fans leflure,

Which is thus in Englilh.

~The Wife.sf whom thou art about to make choice,- baving: beer
* bitherto unblemiflyd in ber Condult, and brought up, as they rell
. as within" Port Royal, in -the Prattice of every Virtue, regulates
- ber Paffions by Reafons fewere Rule ; but who can affure thee-rhat
- fhe will ftill vemain witktorious over Plesfure, and fEill preferve ber
* original Innocence, when thou haft once made ber "Miftre[s of ber
own Conduct? As foon as fhe is ufher'd by bher Unorious Hushati
20 the Opera, with what Air doft thou think the young Saimst will
behold the Harmonions Pomp of an enchanmting Spectacle, thefe
- suanton Dances, thofe Heroes with luxurious Voices ¢ With whet
. adir doft thou think e wili lijten to a Difconrfe that ron:ls upon
' ' © - Loye



The Preface. \ |
Love alone; to thofe med Orlaridos, and thofe ‘melting Rinalds's ;
bearing from them that we ought 0 facrifice all, nay, ev'n Virtus -
itfelf, vo Love, as to the enly (upreme Divinity ; that we can never
fuffer our felvés to take Fire too foom, that bountewus Heaven bas -
befrow’d a Heart upon ws-only that we might love ; and all thofc
eommon places of _/;iypery Morals, to which Lully has'given frefh -
"Fire by the Charms of bis Mufick. Then bow will [he be melted,
bow tranfported, bow will every Semfe be: foaken in ber 2 Idare nos
affure thee, that as [be comes back, _tbrwijg off that Awe which
bas bitherto been a r?mint upon ber, and baving all ber' Soul
polleft with thofe melting Sounds, fhe does not inftantly. withdraw
?0 fome comvenient Retirement, and with [ome young Medoro bring .
thefe fine Spesulations to pratife. Yet let us [uppofe for omce, that -
Jhe comes back as faithful and chaft 'as [he went from this- dangez -
rons Shocky &c. - .. . Co
- Nothing can be fuller than this Paffage of Boileau s .
we could eafily make it _apgear that Plato and Cicero
are of the fame Opiniony -but what need can there-be -
of Authorities, when we can fhew by experience what
Influence the - [oft: and- effeminate~ Meafares of -the -
Italian Opera bas apon the Minds- and Manners of
Men. - The Modern 1talians bave the very fame Sur -
and Sotl which the Antient Romans bad, yet ave their
Manners direélly oppofite 5 thetr Men are neither Ver- -
twney. nor Wifey nor-Valiant, and theywho bave re- -
Jon to know their Women, never truft them out of their:
fight.  *Tis impoffible to give any reafin o [o great a
Difference between the Ancient Romans, and the -
Modern Ialians but only Luxury, and the Reigning -

'Luxur_y 0f Modern Ita}y, is that foﬁ and tﬁemimte o

Mufick which abounds n the Italian Opera,  .fud
if Mufick of the fame Nature bas not as yet had the -



| The Prcface. |
[eme bifluence on "France, it is- bicoufe the Fremch
Mufuck is by no.means (o meltingly -meving as the
- Jialiany and that the ¢ et of the Charm bas been in
. Jome meafure retarded by the whele Nation's baving
. been in drms for fo many Years together.
~ There is one Obfervation which naturally occurs
-~ here, and with which we fball comclude this Pre.
~ faces and that isy that the Alterations which have
- been made in the Entertainment of the Stage for thefe
Mot Ten Tearsy feem to. bave bed [ome ‘tufluence

. €eVn upon Common Sacfet]. For as S@G'W Phe

.. Stage feems to-bave given place to Saundy the fame

. thing appears .to bave happen’d in familiar Conver(x.
tim;g g:scb 15 reduc’d topficb a Level among all fa{ts
. ?" Pesple, as perbaps never was known in the World
- before.  For_ go where you will, either among Cigts
. or Courtsersy among Men of Senfe or Blockbends, the
- Converfation rolls moft upm Two Paints, which. are
News and Toafting. Now this is certainy that -4
- very folemn dull gwl. makes a - e?jnu}-:Ncwﬁ,
. mnger 5 aud o Very empty, errant’ Coxcombyia. very
«accomplif’d Toafter, .~ T T

" Eflay



Efflay on the Opera’s.

\ Here appears to have been of late Years, a Com-
’ bination of all forts of People, to fet up Opera’s,

' and Eantertainments of Singing and Dancing

, in theroom of Dramatick Pocms, At 2 time
when we are contending with our Enemies for our ve-
ry Being 5 we are aukwardly Aping their Luxuries and
their Vsioes, which we neglected or contemn’d while
we were at full Peace with thems as if by a certain
foreboding Delufion we were preparing our felves for
Slavery, and endeavouring to make our felves agreeable
to our new Mafters, :

Put that fo many People of great Quality, and of

cater Parts, Lovers of their Country, and Encoura-

ers of Art, and of Poetry more particularly, thould
ve fo zcalous in the encouraging and promoting
ntertainments, which tend fo direitly to the Detn-
ment of the Publick, to the Detriment of Arts, and
efpecially of expiring Poctrg; Entertainments which
are fo direétly contrary to their Nobler Pleafures, and
their real Interefts, can proceed from nothing but frome
that Weight of Affairs which opprefles them, and de-
rives them of time and leifure to confider deliberate-
y of thefe things. .

There is no Man living, who has either a higher
eftcem thaa my felf for their natural and acquird En- -
dowments, or a greater Veneration for their reftlefls
Endeavours to promote the real good of their Country

' in
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in all other things. And I depend upon thofe great
Quulities, upon their exquifite Difcernment, _their exa&;
Juftice, and their magnanimous Spirit of Liberty, when
I prefume to oppofe a popular and prevailing Caprice,and
todefend the Englith Stage,. which together with our
Englith Liberties has defcended to us from our Ance-
ftors, to defend it againft that Deluge of Mortal Foes,
which have come pouring in front the Continent, to
drive out the Mufcs, its Old ]‘nha‘b‘i;ams, and feat
themfelves in their ftead 5 that whilethe Englith Arms
are every where Victorious abroad, the Englith Arts
may not be vanquith’d and opprefs’d at home by the In-
vafion of Foreign Luxury. ‘

There is no Man living who is more convinc’d thar
my fcIf of the Power of Harmony, or mcre penetra-
ted By the Charms of Mufick. I know very well thar
Mufick makes a confiderable Part both of *Eloquerce
and of Poetry 5 and therefore to endeavour to decry it
fully, would be as well a foolith, as an ungrareful
Task, fince the very efforts which we fhould mrake
againft it, would only ferve to declare its Excellence,
i being impoffible to (ucceed in thenr, but by fupplics
which we fhould borrow from its own Harmony. Mu-
fick may be madeprofitable as well as delightful,. if it
is fubordinareto fome nobler Art, and' fugfervient‘ to
Reafon's but if it prefumes not only to degencrate
from its ancient Severity, from its facred Solemnity g
but to fetup foritfelf, and to grow independant, as it
does in our late Opera’s, it becomes a meer fenfual
Delight, utterly incapable of informing the Under-
ftanding, or of reforming the Will; and for that very
Reafon utterly unfic to be made a publick Diverfion,
and then the more charming it grows, it becomes the
more pernicious.  Since when it is once habitual, it

muft
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:muf fo far debauch the Minds of Men; astomakethem
incapable of thofe reafonable Diverfions, which have
got the juft Poffeflion of the Stage.

Thus unlefs we ufe timely Prevention, the Britith
Mufe is like to meet with the fame Fate that Tirhonus
is faid to have done of old, who had no other Fruit of
‘his Tmmortality, than to fee him(elf deprivid by the
length of ‘Days, of all his Strength, his Spirit, and his
Tow’ring Thoughts, and eaten and conflum’d by the
Jaws of Time, till nothing remain’d of him but an
empty Voice.

*Tis undeniable, that in whatever Countries Opera’s
have been cftablifh’d after the manner of r4ly, they
have driven out Poetry from among that People. ’Tis
now more than a Hundred Years fince the very fpecies
of Poets has difappear’d in J¢aly; and at prefent there
is not fo much as one Poet in fo vaft a Kingdom as
Framce, allowing Boileas to be (uperannuated.

'In the beginning of this War, we were perhaps the
only People in Earope, who could juftly boaft of Free-
dam or of Poctry. ‘We have indeed very bravely de-
fended our Liberties, but.we have at the fame time
abandon’d our Poetry to the very Nations who have
attack’d the other, and by I know not what Whimfey
of Fate, while in the Field we have been knockin
their braveft Men on the Head, we have been carel~
fing and hugging the Off-fcowring of them at home,

That Poetry is like from the Progrefs of Mufick, to
have the fame Fate in Englend, that it met with in
France and Italy ; we have very good reafon to believe,
when we confider that of late Years, they who have
had fome Talent for writing, have, for the moft parr,
ftill writ worle and worfe, 'and when that which has

been well writ, has been worle received by our Au-
: B 2 diences 3
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diences ; when thofe Audiences will hardly fuffer a Play,

that is not interlarded with Singing and Dancing,

whereas thefe are become Theatrical Entertainments,

without any thing of the Drama, when our People of

Quality utterly neglecting Englifh Comedy and Trage-

dy, give fuch Encouragementto Italian Mufick, that if

they gave but the like to the proper Entertainments -
of the Stage, the Englith would infallibly excell both

Aancients and Moderns,

That this Alteration in the Writers and Audiences
is to be afcrib’d to the Progre(s of Mufick, rather than
attributed to any unknown Caufe, or imputed to Fan-
cy, or the Inconftancy of the People, we fhall now
very clearly fhew.

Man is fovery Fantaftical a Creature, that perhaps
he owes his beft and his worthieft AGions to what may
be properly called his Weaknefs, thatis, to bis Vanity,
or his Love of Glory. For tho’ that depends upon an
Opinion of Excellence, which is almoft always falfe,
and is therefore truly a Weaknefs, yet it gives the Mind
a Force, anElevation and an Enthufialm, which it has
not without it, and which make it capable of quite other
things than it wasbefore, Now the greater the A&ion
is that any one defigns, the more is requir’d of fo impe-
tuous 8 Motive tosxecuteit 5 but the writing a Tragedy,
or an Epick Poem, being perhaps the greateft thing that
a Man can defign, and it being impofhble to fucceed in
- Poetry without Enthufiafm, the Epick, the Tragick,
and indeed all Poets who afpire to the greater Poetry,
have occafion for fo enthufiaftick a Motive as the Love of
Glory 5 if they write with any other view than to be
praifed, than to bs admired, they muft certainly write
contemptibly, nay, they ought to prapole to themfelves
to raife their Reputations equal to the firft of Men, to

place
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s
place themfelves among the Benefators of Mankinds
and rank their Glory with the deathlefs Fame of the
Heroes whom they cclebrate.  But that this Vanity may
be nourith’d and fupported inthem, they mult actually
find themielves prais’d by the beft of Men, and meet with
an Admiration equal to the Idea' which they conceive of
their Labours. Butif either that Praife is wanting, or
if it is thar’d by the Profeflors of inferior or illiberate
Arts 5 if upon the very Stage the Capital of the Mufes
Dominiew,and the Poets Domaisn, not only Compofers,but
ev’n Siagers and Dancers, meet with greater Applaufe,
and greater Encouragement, what wonder if their
Prigﬂ: (iis immediately mortify’d, and their Fire extin-
uifh’d. .

. Thus Mulick has caus'd (o great a Change in our Wri-
ters, becaule it has wrought fo great a one in our Au-
dieaces, and it will certainly work agreater inboth if it
goes on Triumphantly 3 for the generality of our Au-
diences are far more capable of a Pleafure of Senfe than
of a Delight of Reafon. Now Mufick that is not fub-
fervient to Reafon, efpecially if it be foft and effeminate,
is a meer Delight of Senfe ; and as fome body has ob-
ferv’d thae Friendfhip grows infipid to thofe who have
tafted of Love, it grows exceeding difficult, ev’n for thofe
who are capable of the fevere Delights of Realon to make
a pleafing Return to them, if they have at any time
lefc them for the bewitching Plealure of Senfe. Man
naturally purfues Pleafure and flies from Pain, and en-
deavours to be happy at as little Expence as hecan, and
therefore the Delights of Senfe are preferred to reafona-
ble Pleafures, becaule the Soul takes in the firft without
any effort, but the laft require fevere Preparation, orat
the lealt Attention. Ia fhore, if tis fo hard to part
mich fenfual Pleafures, after they are once become hal.

bitual,
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bitual, tho’ all a Man’s Intereft and his whole Reputation
require it, how much.more difficult muft i¢ be, when
thefetwo powerful Motives are wanting,

Perhaps too the Pride and Vanity that s in Mankind,
may dctermine the generality to give into Mufick a¢
the expence of Poetry.  Men love to enjoy their Plea-
fures entirely, and not to have them reftrain’d by Awe,
or curb’d by Mortification, Now there are byt few
judicious SpeQators at our ‘Dramatick ‘Reprefentations,
fince none can be fo, but who with great Bandowments
of Nature have had a very generous Education, and the
reft are frequently mortify’d by paffing foolifh Judg-
meatss but in Mufick the Cafe is vaftly different, to
judgeof that requires only Ufe and a fine Ear, which
the Footman often has-a great deal finer than his Ma
- fter. - In fhort, a Man without common Senfe may very

well judge of what a Man writes without common Senfe,

and without common Senfe .compofes.

Since then we have made it .appear fo: plainly, that
by introducing Entertainments of meer Mufick among
us,-we muft of neceflity banith Poetry s let us now en-

uire of what confequence the doing that mnft be go
316 Reputationand the Interet of Englemd.

Now the Intereft and Reputation of any Nation con:
fifts in Power, as Power confifts in the Wifdom, Num-
bers, and Spirit of the People, but the chiefeft of thefe

i the Spirit, fince that is capable of making the other
:iwo, but -without that the ather two ase of no figni-

Noz,v publick Spirit includes two things, Zeal and

-Affection, for the Honour and Intereft of ones Coun-
- try, and Courage and Refolution to put any thing in
Practice that may promote its Service or Glory.

Now
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Now 'if wecanflew that Poetry augmrents this Spi-
rit where-evorit finds it, and fometimes begets it where
it was sot before,. and that meer Muficky, fuch as is thae
of our Opera’s, is fo far from begetting this Spiric where
it was.not before, or from augmenting it where it meets
with it, that it hias 7 natural tendency to the diminithing
ity and deftroying it, themI hopeit will be readily gran-
ted, that fince publick Entertainments of meer Mufick
and Poetry awe iacompatible, and that we. muft banifh
. oae and vetain'the other, it will be reafonable to banith
the Operaaad not Poetry.

If the Entertainment which: we have from our Opera’s
is 2 meer fenfual Plealure, which fays. aathing either ta
enlighten the Uaderftanding or to convert che Will, it
isimpoflible te conceive, how it can-cither raife the Paf-
fions-torcorreé them, or infule generous featimentsinta
she Soul, soexalcand. confirm the Reafon, or to infplie
publick Spirit, and publick Virtue,. and slevated nosions
of Eiberty.

It belongs te Poetry only, to-teach. publick Virtue
and publick Spirit, agd a moble contempt of DPeath,
with an Expreflion and with a@ Air becoming of its
God-lilee Notions. That alone can. worthily tell. Man-
kind that we were not bora for our felves ; that we
were fram’d sad contriv'd for Society by an All-wife
Maker ; aad. that the greateft of Men are Mifemble if
they are. long in Solitudes That fo great is the fym-
pathy of Souls, that itis impoffible for athinking Mam
to be Happy, but in the common Felicity of his-Fellow
Creatures ; that He who never did any thing to pro-
mote thae, never fele perfet Pleafure ; that Maa: has
" infinitely more Pleafure, ev’n of Senfe, fram thofe ads:
by which he maintaias his Species, than he has from
thofe by which he prelerves himfelf. What Rapeures

of
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of mind muft thofe Heroes feel, whofe Virtue has been
the preferver of Nations, and made a World Happy !
That great Minds bravely contemn Death to further that
Felicity ; that Fate is unavoidable to Mankind, and that
Thirty, Forty, Fifty Years is {o very much nothing
inthe view of a comprehenfive Soul, thata Hero muft
efteem it wiler as well as nobler, rather than languith.
ingly toexpe& Death, togo outand meet him for the
publick good, and fo to make a {ublime Virtue ev’n of
the laft neceflity : That what we call Lifc here is not pro-
perly the Hero’s Life, that almoft half of itis pafs’d in
abfolute Death, and the reft in Defire, in Grief, ia Love,
in Rage, in Pain. And that the bright and cternal
Fame,to which great Minds afpire, is never fully attain’d
to here 5 that the Names of the greateft Heroes are cir-
cumfcrib'd by narrow bounds both of time and fpace ¢
and that their beft and their bravelt A&ions, are miftaken
and mifinterpreted by fome, ev’n of thofe who have the
fortune to hear of them, that they are traduced by others
envyed by more, that that is properly the Hero’s Life,
when fet free from thefe mortal Bonds, he fhall arrive at
- that blifsful Manfion which is on purpofe prepar’d for
- thofe illuftrious Souls, who by making it their bufinefs
here -below to ‘do good to their Country and Mankiad,
have pra&is’d the nobleft and moft extedfive Charity that
divineft Poets can teach or God Himfelf can infpire 5 that
- there they fhall enjoy a Life, which fhall be for ever fet
- free from Death, there their Happinefs thall far {urpafs
ev’n what the Heart of Man can conceive, and their
: Glorx-trankend. ev’n their own alpiring Withes.

Thefe Godlike Sentiments exalted Poetry inttills into
-Mankind, and by infufiog thefe infpires us witha Zeal
- and Affection for our Country’s Service, and witha ge-
. nerous contempt of Death in time of the publick Dan-

. Bers
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-ger.  And as there is no other principle of humane

A&ion but Seatiment, it is wholly impoffible butthata
People habituated to thefe Heroick Notions muft be pre- .
par’d and form'd for the performing Heroick A&ions. -

Thefe unfpeakable advantages has lofty Poetry over
empty founds, and harmonious ttifles, which, as the

leafure that they give usis a fenfual Delight, utterly in-
gependaut of Reafon, muft do fomething dire&ly oppofite
to this, fince ’tis natural to fenfe to bring a Man home to
himfelf, and confine him there, as’tis natural to Reafon
to expand the Soul, if I may have leave to ufe the expref-
fion, and throw it out upon the Publick : And as fofc and
delicious Mufick by foothing the Senfes, and making a
Man too much in Love with himfelf, makes him too lit-
tle fond of the publick, fo by emafculating and diffolving
the mind, it fhakes the very foundation of Fortitude,
;ngi fo is deftrucive of both branches of the publick

irit,.

pBut if any one obje&s that an Opera may be fo con-
triv’d and Writ, as to infpire us with an affection for the
Publick, and with a generous contempt of Death; to
him I anfwer, that an Opera {0 defign’d, muft be writ
with force or without it. If tis writ with force ’tis in-
compatible with Mulfick, efpecially in fo mafculine a Lan-
guage as ours g for force inour Language cannot be ex-
preft without a great many Confonants, and Words that
terminate in Confonants 3 buta great many Confonants
and efpecially Confonants terminating Words, cannot be
pronounced without very frequently fhutting the mouth,
;iwl;‘ich is diametrically oppofite to the expreffing of Mu-

ck.

But if an Opera fo defign'd is not writ with force, I
leave it to any one to judge, whether the weaknefs of the
expreflion and of the fentiments, are like to make Im-

) C preflion
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reffion enough to work any changein the Sonfs'of an'

lXud'u:nc':'; O;lrgit: they are not like tobe wholly loft in the

foftnefs of lulcious founds ; orif the mind is it to atrend-

to its duty, while the whole Man is diflolv’d in the wane
tonnefs of effeminate Airs.

- After what hasbeen faid, T appeal to any Lover of his
Country, if Poctry which begets a publick Spirit, cught
to be banifh’d for Mufick which deftroys it, which a5 it
corrupts Mankind has a natural tendency to the Inflaving
them 5 and indeed where-ever Opera’s have been a con-
ftant Entertainment they have been artended with flave-
ry. We are at prefent contending for Liberty, andhard
is the Contention, and the event doubtful, and we can~
not fo much as hope to fucceed, but by the Virtue of that
magmnimous Spirit, which Poctry ‘exalts, and which
cffeminate Mufick debales. . o

1 know not by what Fate it has happen’d, that when
- in fome late Reigns, in which Arbitrary Pow’r was the
thing that was aim’d at; the Srage the Prote@or of Liber-
ey was chiefly encourag’d, in a Reign like this which De-
figns and Breaths forth nothing but Liberty 3 Pleafures
fhould be encourag’d ev’n by Lovers of Liberty,
which are Independant of Reafon, and tend to nothing
but Slavery. A long experieace hastold us, that what
My Lord Rofcommon has faid in his Effay on tranflated
Yerfe is true. o .
True Poets are the Guardians of & State,
And when they fail portend approaching Fate.
For that which Rome #o Comqueft did infpire,
Was not the Veftsl bus the Msfes Fire s
HeaV'n Joyns the Bleffings, no decliming Age
E're felt she Raptures of Poctick Rage. :
The Declenfion of Poetry in Greece and Ancient Rome
was foen follow™d by that of Liberty and Empire. And
the
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the very Spirit of Prophefie, which was the Spirit of He-
brew Poetry, departing from the Jews in the Babylonith
Captivity, was a fatal Omen that Liberty and Empire
were never to flourith more with them.

That the Declenfion of Poetry thould portend the full
of Empire is not without very Realon. Becaufe it
- fhews a flackoing of the publick Spirit, and an increale
of univerfal Corruption, which prepares the Fate of
Empires, as a fpreading mortification fore-runs the Fate
of Men. If a Poet is not admir’d, tho’ the Man may
live, the Spirit of the Poet dies, but a People to admire
thofe generous Sentiments which abound in Poetry, muft
at leaft have fomething in them that anfwers to them:
If chey once grow wholly immerft and fuak in Pleafures
of fenfe, thole elevated Notions appear as fo many Li-
bels upon them, and their fickly Souls either turn away
from them, or very feebly an{wer to them. In fbort,
where-ever there is either the Love of Liberty ar the Love
of Glory, a true Poet may well be admir’d, and in how
wretched a condition mult the Nasion be whese both
thofe Qualities are wanting. From what has been faid
*tis manifeft that it behoves us to think, before we fully
refolve upon banithing fo uleful an Eatertainment as that
of the Drama, for the pernicious Amufement of Opera’s,

The Dramas was ctablith’d here in England at the fame
time with Reformation and Liberty : For the Drams was
fet up in the Reiga of Qu. Elizabeth, in whole Reign the
Reformation was fully eftablit’d, and before which the
People of England, tor Reafons too long to be Inferted
here, could hardly be faid to be entirely free. As the
Dramscame in with them, it has flourifb’d with them,
and gone a good way towards the {upporsing that Spiric
of Liberty on which the Reformation depends. It would
here be eafi: to makean od% Remark, and thu is, -thﬁt

2 the
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the Drame had never like to have falPn, but that andLi-
berty fumbled almoft together, ,

In the time of the late Civil Wars, when the Bigo-
try,of Hypocritical Zeal had once (upprels'd ourTheatres, -
a Military Government foon follow'd, which is the
worft of Slaveries.

And when inthe Reign of King Charles 11, upon the
breaking out of the Popifh Plot, the Theatres were both
abandon’d, it was not long before all the Charters were
turrender'd.

And yet tho' the Reformation and Liberty-and the
Drama were eftablith’d among us together, and have
flourifh’d among us together, and have flill' been like
to have fall’a together ; -notwithftanding all this, at this
prefent Jun&ure, when Liberty, and the Reformation
are in the utmoft Danger, we are going very bravely to
opprefs the Drama, in order to eftablith the luxurious
Diverfions of thofe very Nations, from whofe Attempts
and Defigns both Liberty and the Reformation are in
the utmoft Danger..

That fo- unhappy a Change will be as little conducive
to the Glery of England, as it will be to its Intereft, is
not in the leaft to be doubred ; for what muft thofe
Strangers fay who arrive among wus, if they have any
tafte, when: they behold a Pecple fo lofty, fo fierce,
and' formerly fo famous for their Contemp: of Foreign
Manners, forgetting their old Pride to fo ftrange a de-
gree,. that very Pridge by which they havefo long maia-
tain‘d their Liberties, to imitate the prodigious Luxury.
of Ialy withan awkward and vile Imitation, and fome
Menof the greateft Pares in the Kingdom, applauding
and encouraging that vile Imitation with all their In-
duftry and all their Diligence, and in order to that dil~
sountenancing inftrudtive Comedy, in which the En-

) glith.
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glith excel M~nkind, and negle@ing the moft noble and
m. {t bzncficial ¢f all Enterrainments, Tragedy; in
which Nature has qualify’d ustoexcelall the Moderns.

What muft thofe Strangers fay, when they behold
Eoglithmen applaud an Italian for Singing, or a French-
man for Dancing, and the very Moment afterwards ex=
plodean Englithmaa for the very fame things? What
muft they fay, unlelsthey have Candour enough to in-
terpret it this way, that an Englithman is defervedly
{corned by Englithmen, when he defcends fo far be-
-neath himfclf, as to Sing or to Dance in publick, be-
caufe by doing fo he pra&ifcs Arts which Nature has
beftow’d upon etikminare Nations, but denied to him, .
-as below the Digaity of his Country, and the Majelty
of the Britifh Genius,

What muft thofe Strangers fay, when they fee that
we leave fo reafonable and {o inftru&@ive an Eatertaim=
ment as Tragedy, for one {o pernicious and (o extreme-
ly ablurd s for there is fomething in the Italian Opers, .
which is Barbarous and Gothick, and fo contrary to a
true Tafte, that an Opera in any Country can be only
advanc’d by the fameDegrees that the Tafte of Men is -
debauch’d for more gencrous Arts. Thus in ftaly,
wheie an Opera is moft advanc’d, there is no one who
can write either Ver(e or Profe, nor any one whocan
judge of them. For when once the Italtans were fal'n -
folow, asto prefer Sound to Senfe, they quickly grew
to write fuch Senfe that Sound deferv’d to be preterr’d
to it. ~

1f thatis truly the moft Gothick, whichis the moft
oppos'd to Antick, nothing can be more Gothick than
an Opera, fince nothing can be more oppos'd to the ane
cient Tragedy, than the modern Tragedy in Mufick,

becaule the one s reafonable, the other ridiculouss
the
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the oneis artful, the other abfurd 5 the one beneficial,
the other pernicious; inthort, the onenatural, and the
other monftrous, And the modern Tragedy in Mufick,
is as much oppos’d to the Chorus, which is the Muf-
cal pare of the Ancient Tragedy, as it s to the Bpifodique;
‘becaufe in the Chorus the Mufick is always greatand
folemn, in the Opera ’tisoften moft trifling and moftt
‘effeminate 5 in the Chorus the Mufick is only for the fake
of the Senfe, in the Opera the Senle is moft apparently
for the fake of the Mufick.
. When I affirm thatan Opera after the Italian Maa-
ner is monftrous, I cannot think that I deal too feverely
‘with ity 80 nat tho’ I add, that it is fo prodigioufly
unnatural, thac it could take its beginoing from no
Country, but that which’is renowned throughout the
World, for preferring monftrous abominable Pleafures
to thofe which are according to Nature.
. Butyet this muft be allow’d, that tho’the Opera in
Itely is a Montfter, ’tis a beautiful harmonious Monfter,
but here in England ’tis an ugly howling one. What
thea mult not only Strangers, but we our felves fay,
with sll our Partiality to our fclves, when we confider
that we not only leave a reafonable Eatertainment for
a ridiculous one, an artful one for an abfurd one, a be-
neficial one for a deftrullive onc, and & very natural
one for anc that is very monftrous s but that we for-
fake a moft nable Art, for (ucceeding in which we are
perhaps the beft quality’d of any Peeple in Ewrepe, fora
very vile one for which Heaven and Natare have not
at all defign’d us, as having given us, neither Ears, nor
iVoices, nor Languages, nor Climate proper toit, En-
band may certainly with a lictle Encouragement pro-
-duce the greateft Tragick Poets in Euro{:e, but there is
-farce one Nation inthe Chriftian World, but is quali-
fy'd
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fy'd to furpafs usin Opera’s, fince they are almoft all fci-
tuated under a ferener Sky.

If a private Man who miftakes his Talent, and applies
himfelf to things, for which neither God nor Nature
have qualify’d him, does by that very choice deface all
his good Qualities, and render himfelf contemptible to
the World, how much more dithonourable muft it be
for a whole Nation?

As all Kingdoms that are in different Latitudes, have
Plants with very different Propertics, fo have they Na-
tives with very different Talents, If any Yeoman of
Kent of Ssffex, (hould negle@ to fow his Wheat or his.
Barley, fhould grub up his Fruit Trees, and demolifh
his Hep Grounds, and fall a planting the Olive of Lucca,
the Orange of Naples, and the Mufcatello of Monte-
Fiafcone, or of Mont-Alchin; what would his Neigh-
bours think of fuch a Procceding ¢ And yet that Perion
‘would plainly afpire in his choice. What then, muft
not the French and Italians think of us, who defpife the
moft generous Produ&ions of our own Minds, and indeed
of the Mind of Man, for the vileft of theirs of which we.
are not capable. Let ustake heed, that as we have te-
ken the Opera from the Nations which we delpife, it
seaders us not consamptible to thofe very Nations,

"FINIS
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POSTSCRIPT.

Ince the Printing of this Effay, 1 have been inform'd

by very good Hands, that 2 young Lady of the

firft Quality, cqually famous for her Beauty, her Spirit,
and’ her Virtue, did lately to the GlorK of herown Sex,
and the Shame of ours, give very ftri& Order, that
the Fulins Cefar of Shake[pear, which was ated at her
Requeft, fhould be done without any Performance ei-
ther of Singing or Dancing. Which Order has fhewn
that fhe is as much diftinguifh’d by the Beauty of her
Mind, as by that of her Perfons and as every Grace
has been always a conftant Attendant on her, *tis be-
come the Duty of every Mufe to wait on her, and to
return her Thanks for making way by her illuftrious
Example, for thedelivering Englith Poctry from the
Oppreffion of Foreign Luxury, as every Bnglithman is
bound to extol the Heroc from whom the {prung, for
leflening in Englith Hearts the Apprehenfion of Fo-
reign Tyranny. 1 make no doubt but that her attra-
&ive Examplé will have much more Influence upon the
World than thefe few Speculations, and raife a noble
Emulation in her Sex, and a juft Confufion in ours, °
May fhe be follow’d by every fair one, as Pesms is by
the Graces, but afterthey haveall in imitation of her,
combin’d to banith foreign Foppery from off the Englith
Stage, may the Glory of the Triumph be peculiarly
hers, who firft fo happily fhew’d the way to conquer it,
as her illuftrious Father will jultly fharc in the Honour
of every Confederate General, becaufe all ViQories that
are to come will be influenc’d by that Immortal one,
which fhewd us firft that the French are not Invinciblk.
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