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Since God, of all the Earth’s the glorious King,
Lec all, thac underftand, his Praifes fing.

A&s 17. 11 Thefe were more noble;——in that
they fearched the Seviptures daily, whether thofe
things were Jo.
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To all the Members
that Church of Cbri}?,‘
to which 1 am mof§
immediately related,

Dearly Beloved 3

Little thought ever to addrefs
my (lf in Print unto you,
and efpecially about this Con-
trover{y; feeing, bleffed be
God, we have hitherto fweetly
barmoniz’d in the main; and I
hope, by his Grace, we fhall al-
ways continue fo to do. I was fo
far fatisfied, in our having Liber-

ty to pra&ifeh according to the
2

Judg-
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The Epiftte Dedicatry.

Judgment of our Minds, in that
part of Divine Worthip, which
is the Subje¢t of the following
Sheets; -that-I -intended mot, in -
any publick manner, to plead for
it. But feeing there are fome, to

“:whom tHis our Liberty feems trou- °

blefome, (who ought to confider, °
that they differ from us, as.much
-as'we do fromtbem ) 1thought the °
“Station wherein 1 am, tho unwor-
thy of it, obliged me to lay be- -
fore you, what I judg to be the -
Counfel of God, in this, aswell as
other Divine Matters: Which I
apprehended, might be moft conve-
_miently done in this way ; ‘therein
agreeing with the Sentiments, and
“ Advice of divers of our worthy
Brethren, 1. found it neceffary, .
. 1pon trial, to ‘exceed ‘the Bounds °
.1 firlt . propofed, Ieft- too much -
_ Brewity fbould beget a greater Ob-
Jeurity 5 which-I was very defirous -
_to avoid, and have therefore in-
,dcavqur’& to exprefs all things,

- - T with



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

- with fach Plainmefs, that, if pofiv
- ble, they might be readily unders’
-~ fhood by every Caparity, - To whick
. purpofe, Fhave. caftinto the Afar>
. gin moft of . thofe Citations, which:
- I thought needful to be made; out:
- of Human Authors:: - Which™ aré
~ dledg’d for no othér intent, but
- only to illuftrate the fenfe of Words,f
. toconfirm fome AMatter of .Fad¥, or
. to fome other /ike purpofe,: where<
- in’tis very reafonable their Witd
" mefs. fiould be received.  As’ to
. the Fundamental Proof of this Re<
 ligious Practice, wheréin I expe@
. the Acquiefcence of your Fudg
* ments, and Confviences, - 17therein
~ depend, only upon the Authority
"~ of God’s Word, and:found Argu-
- ments deduced from thence: That
~ foin this, as well as all other Mat-

* ters of Religion, * your Faith might * 1 Cor.2.

' wot fand in the Wifdoms. of Men;
 but in the Power of God. I you
- find not every thing faid upon
' any Text, or Argument, Wwhich you
- A3 think

g
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The Epiftis Dedicasory.
think needful, I intreat you pas
tiently to fufpend your Judgment,
till yon have confiderately read
aver the whole3 and, | hope, in .
fome other place, you will find .
full Satisfattion; one and the fame
Text being feveral times alledg’d
under divers Heads; in clearing’
whick, what is wanting in any
one phace, 1 have endeavourd to
fupply in amother, which fe¢m'd
more conveniant. If you remene.
ber not the words of fome Scripa
tures, noted only in the in,
1defire you will turn to themin
your Bibles, which 1 have fome-
times omitted to fet down at
length, to avoid a grester Prolixity.
1 hope ‘you will find-nothiag here, -
unfutable ta & Chrifiian Spirit. M
any RefleGtion fhould feem a little .
too fharp 3 I hope the orcaffon will :
fufficiently juftify it. 1 truft, I .
¢an truly fay, 1 have agiw’d ‘only |
at.Tth, and to prevent your
being umaarily sifed from it,igy :
: ¢
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| The Epifit Dedicwory.  vii
, the Mﬁaﬁcx lof others..’. g. was for-
. Jousr. fakes alope, my- desr Bro-.

thren, that I undertook this Task.,
.~ If any others upon their Defires,
. thoult receive any Beaefit by it, to
. yox they are indebted.
] O I,
. To conclude, as I hope I fhall
. few my felf ready to own and
. Yera@ any Miftakes in this little
. Treatife, if any fuch fhould be
 therein. fhewn me (with a Spirit
. Meeknefs): So if, after your
- areful perufal of it, any thinﬁ
- Thould therein ftill feem obfeure an
- doubtful, I hope you will count
- It but reafonable, to apply your
-~ felves in a friendly manner to e,
- for farther Satisfation, before yon
- Dafs any Sentence againft it your
. [elves, or hearken to that of others.
. That the Father of Lights may ir-
- vadiate all our Minds, with a clearer
- knowledg of his Will, in this,and
s 'all other Divine Truths, and build
+ Usuptoa greater degree, inall the
r A 4 parts
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parts of Holinefs, is, and fhall be,
as in Duty bound, the Prayer

of,

Your unworthy Servant

for Chill’s Gke,

Rich. Allen

To
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* To the READER. _

" S our' Accefs to the great GOD

in folemn Alks of boly Wor-

Jhip is the moft bonourable and

deareft Privilege we do or can emjoys
Jo*tis of the bigheft Confequence to as
to know bow to addrefs our felves to
bim after a becoming and acceptable
manner.  And who bus the All-wife
God can dire® us in [o great 4 Cafe?
‘Who, as be beft knows the Perfeétions of

bis own Nature, and the Defign.of alb

bis Difpenfations towards us 5 fomest -

perfeitly underfrands all the Circum- -

frances of our State, and the Meafure

“of our Obligations to bim'; and confe- gyoqd, 2.

ently is alone capable of snfrructin 40.
e who fp Worfhip it becomfr Ezek, 43.
Him to receive, and Us to give : and gg’f’:‘ :
accordingly be claims the Right of varys.5.
preforibing to us bow we fhall ferve bim, 2 Tim. 3.
as bis inalienable Prerogatives and 151617
bas gracioufly reveal’d bis Will in this
master in fome degree by bis Wor;u,

- s
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To the Reader.
but efpecially by the more fure Word

of Prophecy, as the different Admi- .

nifirations of the Old and New Te-
Sframent did require.

< While fome Aen beresn entirelyneg-
deiting the Diretion both of the Wor
‘and li’ord of God, bave enly goverw'd
shemfeives by the wild Conceptions of
abeir own extravagant Fanicies, *tis nat

20 be wander’d at that they bave greatly

‘en'ds and infbead of pleafing the Al-
~mighty by regular AGs of Devotion,
“bave.offronted bim with most abfurd

" and grofs Abominations. And ( as
the - Apafile excellently - defcribes their

Rom.1.21, S¢ate ) Becanfe when they knew
32,23, 25. God, they glorified himnot as God,

‘neither were thankful, but became
- vain in their Imaginations,and sheir
“foolith Heart wasxdarkened: Pro-
- fefling themfelves to be wife, they

became Fools: And changed the
Glory of the Incorruptible God,
into an' Image made like to cor-

- ruptible Man, and. to Birds, and

four-footed Beafts, and creeping
S

FCAR , -
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To the Reader,

- Lind while otbers who bave in fome
things of this watwre yielded to -the
Condud3 of the Divine Will, hava i
other things omitted to confuls it, they
bave always err'd either by Defect or
Excefs, bringing othe Altar fuch Sa<
crifices as bave been blemif’d wih
Imperfe@ion or Superfluity, and bave
very much eclipfed the Glory of  Divina
Worfbip, and theraby not a bithe ob-
frudied their ewn Spivitual, Advan-
Wﬂat & has thue bappew'd to thek
part of she Service of God whichis e
Subjack of sheenfuing Treatife, Jechss
taus very cwidewr. - Far asthe
part of thofe'whe affume she Nawe-of
Chrifiians,pretending te dedern this Or-
dinance, bave gover’d #s native and
beauteous Simplicity wish many fuper-
fluous Caremonies and. unwarcamsable
Additions 3 and accommedated - the
maansser of their Religiows Sivging va-
sher to the vain and frethy Hismowr of
the Theatre, thaw to the grove med
Jalewan Geviss of the Temple 5 rende-
ring it more aps o ammfe the Jdindé
: : an
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‘To the Reader.
and to gratify the fenfual part of Man,
than so compofe and calm the Soul, and’
excite ber to the moft [piritual Exercifes
of Divine Contemplation and Love,
(wbich latter are the great and pro-
per Defigns of finging Pfalms,Eymns,
and:Spiritual Songs ) : So fome others,
whofe righteous Souls have been vex’d:
as thofe Abufes, thinking they could
mever conceive too great an Abbor-

rence of. thems; or remove themfelves .

at too greas a diftance from them,bave-
#mbappily run into anotber Extream,
and banifl'd this agreeable part of
boly Wor(bip from the Houfe of God,
inflead of reftoring it to its Primitive
and Genyine Parity and Beauty.

*Tis principally for the Information
of thefe well-meaning and pious Chri~
frians, that the Worshy Author of this
Treatife bas compos'd it , attempting
to [hew the Ground of this pars of

‘1,9)1';;:’718 Wexfhip both from the Light of

sture, and that of Holy Scripture s
How well be bas acquitted bimfelf in
the Management of this Argument, is
by himfelf fubmisted so the ngef;;‘



“To the Reader.

“of the World in bis Publication of it.
We fhall only fay, that as *tis not our
" bufinefs to ufe many words to prepoffefs
ithe Reader in bis Favour, fo ’tis our
"Opinion that the Book is able to [peak
-for it felf, and needs not our Suﬁrl";gc
- torecommend .
" The Importance of the Matter (fince
‘it relates to the immediate Service of
the most "High God ) commends it to
‘the ferious and attentive Thoughts of

“thofe who defire s0 walk in all the Luke 1. 6:

Commandments and Ordinances of
‘the Lord blamelefs. _.4nd it behoves
“all who walue the facred Worfbip of

-God, who love the Habitation of his pal. 26.8.

‘Houfe, and the Place where his Ho-
-nour- dwells, to pray earneftly for
larger "Effufions of bis Spirit for the
*rectifying of thofe many Ervors and
“ Diforders, all that Ansichriftian Ruft
- which bas fo long fullied the once beau-
tiful Face of Chriftianity : Thas all
- fuperfitious Innovations may on the
one band ‘be. abolif’d and purgd
-away by bim, as be is the Spirit of
Judgment, and the Spirit of burn-
\ 1ng;

I 4 4§



To the Reader.

ing ;. and that all Divine Inflitutions
may on the other hand be reefiablifid
by bim throughout the whole Church of
God, as be 1 the Spirit of Truth
.and Order, that his boly Worfhip may
in all refpe@s recover its priftine Come=
linefs and Glory. .

And in the mean time tis much
to be defsr’d and pray’d for, that as he
15 the Spirss of Grace and Love, be
would fo foften the Tempers of all
[incere Chriftians, and fo powerfully
difpofe ’em to mutual Charity and
Forbearance;, that if at prefent these:
vemasn” fome little Differences in our
Minds, there may be a bappy Agree-
ment 1s owr Hearts; that if our
Notions aud Opinions in fome leffer
Matters of Religion continue to jar,
yet our AffeQions and: Defires may
always fweetly harmonize ; feeing
we profefs to live in the joyful Ex-
pectation of thas bleffed Stase thas will
at once take away all Diforder from
sur Underftandsngs, our Wills and
our Voices too, aund make 1 both
. think and lpve and fpeak diike, auz
, teac



[ To the Reader. =

v feach us 10 fing, after the most exvels
i lewt manner, the immortal Praifes of
© God in_Concert with the ravifking
2 dirs of the whole Hoit of Heaven,
i the innumerable Company of baly
. Angels and glorified Sants, whofe
¢ t and Happimefs it is to

muake this Heavenly Melody to Eter«
8y, ' : ‘

- Jof. Maifters, -
o William Collins,

3 “Tho. Harrifon.

rrags e 24, line 22, for big, read thi,
e g-‘gel'ﬁ‘b fe%!’!’ﬁ!"@ﬁe
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' Introdu&zon. K

IS a. Truth not bnly
5. attefted : in. Scripture;
- ‘but obvious to Experi-
' ' énce, that the beft here
: know, butm part. This is fadly
. evidest: by the diffrert Senti-
ments, even in religions Concerns;
. that are every where found among
. fome of the Wifeft and moft Se-
; tious Chriftians: ~ And thercfore
Femg ‘how- much foever dcﬁrck
; tlshardly tobehogbd :thatin a
; thmgs we fhould have the fame
B Apprea

[¥]



fﬂﬂoiut?ion. ,

Apprehenfions while here ; the on- «
ly way for us to glorify God, and
to make-eur Paflage threugh this |
Vale of Tears, in any meafure ,
comfortable, is to praf and labour
fer moré of thofe beautifying Gra. ;
«¢s of, Chavity, Meelneis,, and
mutual Forbearance: that, fo far ,
as we have attqis'd, we may walk
together by the fame Rule, "and ,
.wherein we .yet - differ; - humbly |
wait upon God for a more com- ,
pleat difcovery of his Mind to us. -
It’s too Welhlgxm to be con- |,
Oeal’d; o that’ fuch differeprAppre- |
henfionsthere abe ‘hetween g and |
dome of our.dear Brethren, about |
Singingiof Phaims 5 which we are .

fully perfivaded, with the gerera«-
- dity.af theReformed Churehes, is |

an eminent Part of Chriftian‘Wor-
sbip; bt divers of oop Brethrea
are of a different ‘Perfivafion. . {
hope 4 'cah truly. appeal vo God,
. that’is anly a.finicene love:to Trath
hatk prevail’d upon me atithie time
to ofter my. . Thoughts abowt this .

B o Matter; -



dmeroduction.

. Matter 5 and I heartily defiré that
{ hercin J may be guided by the
s -Word and Spirit of Gods 50 far
t sl can apprehend the Notiens of
t our Brethren, they themfelves are
. of different Judgments-abont this
{ Peathice, - Sedae feen;- 131 think thac
1 -Siuging was a part of the Worfhi

[ pecul~i§r to thg?]ew'ifh Ghurct, ang
{ that therefore ’tis @bo}ifi’d under
j the New Teftament, Oshers feent
. toallew of Singing {till, but fup-
. pofe it to confift only in jeyfulnefs
- of Hewrt, and thetit faonld mop be
- Vogal; - Again, ethers feem to als
i low of Pucal Singing; but deny
t the warrantablenefs of cogjoint
: Singing; with maeny Veices tpge-
. the, Some Scruplés arifé about
: the Afwity,” andl achees abous. the
. Mfgwwat of -onr Ginging. That
1 thesefone 1 may in fome meafure,
| if_poflible, convince the Oppofers
. of this oufr Practice, fatisfy :thofé
 that are doubting, confirm thofé
: that are wavéridg, and defénd i¢
. front -the heavy Chargd which
. 83 fome



Introduition,
fome bring againft it of being a
:groundlefs and fuperftitions Iono-

vation, I fhall endeavour to clear
thefe five things.

I. That Singing the Praifes of
God is a Chriftian Duty, and
not peculiar to the Fewifh
Church. - . o

II. What Singing is; That *tis
properly an A&ion of the
Voice, and not of the Heart

: only. o
* III. -That conjoint Singing of
- many Voices together is war-
' rantable. o |
- IV. What we aretofing.
. V. Howwe are to fing.

. ‘ |
* And under each of thefeT fhall
-endeavour to remove all the Scru-
ples of our Brethren that diffent;
-f‘rp;g us, fofar as they come to my
‘mind, ' SRR

 CHAP.
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CHAP I

Provmg Singing of Pfalms a

< Chriftian Daty, from its Mo-
- rality, #he Example of Chrift,

~and the Apoftolical In)un&x-'
 ons thereof.

L Ishall endeavour to thow, That.
ﬁngmg the Praifes of God is
Chriftian Duty, and that it was
il!aOt pecuhar to the Jewifh lepen-

This I fhall prove thefe three
ways. . , -

Firji, From its being a Moral
Duty.
Secondly, From the Example of
our Lord Jefus herein.
Thirdly, From the Apoftolical
Injon@iens thereof, _
B3 - Firh
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Singing of Pfalms

_ Firlt, Singing the Praifes of God r

s not 4 meer pofitive Duty, but a
moral One, and eonfeqnently the Du-
ty of all Men. Meer palitive Dy-
ties are {uch as recewe all their
Farce, whereby we are obliged to
obferve them, from the Declasa-
tion of God’s Will and Pleafure
by his Word, with relation there-
unto. Of this Nature were Cirs
cumcifion, and keeping the Paflb-

- ver, under the Old Teflament 3

And of this Nature are Baptfim
@nd the Lord’s Supper under the
New. Nome of whick had any
intrinfick Goodnefs in them ti

God was pleafed to make them Du-~
tics, by s Bovereign Cortamand
requiring them. But -thene are
other Duties that are good in their
own Natuie with a moral Ggod-

- pnefs: Of which Goodnefs \the

$ Mic\5.8.

* prophet fpeaks ; Ae bath fhedved
thee, © Mun, whas % good ; nanke-

- Wy, todo juftly, to love Mersy, aid
) walk Iax(mbl)' ?icb thyGod. Thel

, thi.ngf



& Moral Duyy.:

things he calls Good by way of
:Eminency, and in oppofition to
.other things which yet were net
without their Goodnefs, as being
-commanded of God. - And why !/
-but becaofe thofe things are good:
-in themfelves antecedent to God's
- commmanding them in his ‘Word.
Moral Duties of Religion do na-
turally refolt from our Relation to
God as reafonable Creatures. They
were originally written in the
Heart of Man by Nature,, and may
ftill in a great meafore bedifcern'd
by ferious Attention and Confide-
-ration, wichout any fpecial Reve-
lation. . A -

- Fhus f we ferioufly confider
that Ged is our Cressor, and we
dependant Creatures, we can’t byt
-acknowledg it to be onr Puty to
“emtertain adering Thoughts of
-bim, and humble Thoughts of onr
febves. 1f we contemplate him as
‘our only Preferver and- Benefaétor,
we can’t but acknowledg it our
‘Daoty te pray to him in all anr
U B4 Wants,

7
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Singing of Pfalns

- Wants, -and praife- him for all- the
Good “we enjoy. Agamm, if we
- confider him as our only Good and
- Happinefs, we.can’t but conclude -

it'to be our Duty to Jove him a-

-bove all. - Thefe and the like Da-~ -
. ties are morally good, and there- :

fore of an unfverfal and immmuta-

- ble Obligation,;

And that Singing the Praifés of

"God isa Duty of this Nature, and

confequently. the Duty of all Men,
I fhall prove by thefe following

. Canfiderations.

1ft. *Tis a wora} Duty for Mento

* praife God with alk the Facultics where-

* 1 Cor. 6. with be bas endowed them. To *glorify
1920 Lim, notonly with the Faculties of

. their .§ouls, but alfo with all the
Members of their Badies. Now
.’tis certain that Men have not-on-
.1y a Faculty to praife God in their
Hearts, -by .an inward acknow-
ledgment of his Goodnefs apd Ex-
gellencies, but alfo with- their
Mouths ; ‘and -this not only. hy
Apeaking, but alfo by finging: his



. fatable to the Diftates of right
. Reafon, for Men to praife ‘Gaod,

]

- & Moral Dity.”

9’3

Raife. I'can’t therefore but con~ - -

clude that "tisa Moral Duty, and

. -pot only in the former Ways, but

alfo in the latter, to wit, by fing-
ing his Praife. This I'take to be
a clear Demonftration. -

2ly. Singing the Praifes of God,
was a Duty perform®d to bim by the

beavenly Angels, at the difevvery of

bis glorsous Perfections in the Crea-
tioy, Which 1 think evidently
-fhews it tobe the Puty of reafo-
‘nable Creatures as fuch, and con-
fequently a-Moral Duty. That
the Angels did thus praife God, by
finging at -his laying the Founda-
tions of the Earth, he himfelf te-
ftifies, Fob38.7. When the morning

.Stars fang togetber, and the Soms of

-God fhouted for joy. That by the
morning Stars here can’t be meant
‘the material Stars in the Firma-
‘ment, to me feems-plain, in that
they fang: at his laying the Foun-

dations, -of -the Earth, which -

was



10 Simging of P[abns
¥Gen.1.1. ¥ was on the firft Day of ‘the Croa~
- tion, whereas the material Stars

t Ver. 19. were not made till the }+4th Day. .

And therefore by the motning Scars
wé are to underftand, with the
beft Expofitors, the Holy. Angels,
«called, in the following:words, The
Sons of God, (as alfo Chap.1.6.)
Andthey are fitly cal’d Stars in
the fame Seafe in which they are
§2Cor.11. elfewhere call’d || sgeisof Lighs.

14 3ly. Whatfosver was praitifed sm

‘the Church of God, and approved by
Jeins, before the giving of the Law at
AMount Sinai, and never aftorward
declared o be sypicat, is 8 Moral Dy~
‘#y. - L.know of no Exception can
be made againft this Affertion,
.And that:finging the Praifes of
‘God was thus pradtifed, is evi-
dent, (Exod.15.1.) Then fang Mo-
fes and the Chsidren of Mrael thés
Song tothe Lord, Nov will it fol-
Yow from this Argument, (as may
‘be ohjected) that praifing God by
maufical Infbruments is alfo 2 Meral
= ver, 20, ‘Duty, fecing they are.alfo-* men-
' tioned
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& Morel Dm;;
tlased in the fame Chapter : * Foy
-~ thiz doth met appear, as finging

daes, - to he  the Prafice of the
 Charck as fueh. But of: this.I
- Ball fpeak more fully in the laft

‘Chapter. S :
:_4ly. Whatfocver w injoin’d upom
& Men of ol Natiows, v & Mordk
Dwty. For whete do we ever find
Circemcifios, ar any other meer
pofitive and ceremonial Duty thas
enjoin’d ¢ Ba finging the Praifes
of God is fo, (Plaim ¢8. 4. &
¥00.1,2.) Thus likewife in Afah
47. 7. from.this geperal Reafon,
that God is the King of Al she Earth,
{and not of Fwdea only) ’tis requi-
yed that ewery one that batle wnder-
Banding, fbeudd fing Fraifes so bim,

as your Margin reads it, exadlly

futable tothe -+ Hebrew Text.
.« Fhis  Cosxclufien is ianferr’d

13

drom the fame Premifes; by one

whe indeed differed from ws in
- other thisgs relating to this Duty :
. But npoen this Argunment, to prove
religions Singing it felf tobea Mo,i-
L0 ' ' Ia



¥ Granth,
Chriftia-
nifm. Re-
div.p.108.

Singing of Pfabms
ral Duty, .he hath fo well expref=
fed himfelf, that I think it worth
while to fet dewn a' few of his
Words, which are as follows ;
* ¢ Altho (faith be) finging Praife

¢ t0God be a ftanding Ordinance ~

¢ in the Church,and that fhe hatha
¢ peculiar Intereft in it in fome re-
t¢ fpect ; neverthelefs I doubtnot
< but this Duty of finging Praifes
¢ tothe Lord, extends it felf to
*¢ the Univerfe as well as Prayer;
% and may be faid to be a part of
#’that nateral Religion which ob=~
- ligeth all Mankind. - And hence
¢ js the Invitation fo frequent in
4 the Book of Pfaims, to all man-
<« per of Nations upon Earth, to
¢ fing Praifes to the Lerd, as Pfal
¢ 00, &ec. .
_ gly. Whatewer is_preferr'd before
3he moft excellent Parts of Ceremo-
siial Worfbip, a5 more_pleafing to
‘God, is 2 Moral Duty. Thus to know
‘God, and to love bim above all > to
Jove onr Neighbour as our felves : o
do Suftice and Yudgment ; ta be m;!u’{-

CAS e IR S =T e v gk -
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s & Moral Daty. -
oifl to the Miferable. Thefe Du-

* ties are preferr’d before the * moft

excellent Sacrifices, which were the
chief Parts of the Ceremonial
Worfhip. And why ? But becanfe
the former are Moral Duties, and
good in themfelves, whereas the
latter were only pofitive Duties,
and good becaufe commanded;
And that Singing to the Praife of
God is a Duty of the fame Nature
with the former of thefe, I con-
clude, becaufe’tis, like them, pre-
ferr’d before the moft excelleat
Sacrifices, as being more plca

.l’,
* Prov.2 g
3'

Mark 52,

3 ]
H%L.&Js‘

toGod. Thus the * Pfalmit tells * Pfal. 6,
us; That to fing to.the Praife of 3%31.

God, or (which is the fame) to
praife bim with a SONG, .15 more
pleafing to bim than (to facrifice) am
Ox or Bullock. ‘Which were fomne
of the moft coftly and excc¢llent
Sacrifices. . N

- From thefe Confiderations laid
together, I doubt not but ’tis clear
(beyond all reafonable Exception)
that finging the Praifes of Gad, is

oo
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S&?- 25

Sing;ng.uMJ fiom
1o lefs than 4 Morsl Duty, amd

therefore the Duty of o8 Men, aed

confequently of every Chrigien. .

Secondly, 1fall prove that Sings
ing to the Praife of God, is she
Duty of every Chriftian from the
Example of Chrifi. That this was

his PraQice in religious Worfeig
is recorded, AMatth, 26. 30, Asré

14. 36, Now that every Chriftis
an is bound to follow the Example
of Chrift, none cin doubt; ex-
tept only in three kinds of Works,

vz, his miraculoss Ones, which ke

did by a fpecial exertion of his Dis

vine Power, wherein we can’t . -

mitate him: Or. elfe thofe thag

were peculiar to him as Afedidtors
us to inftitute Ordinences in kig
Church ; to maké Recenciliation
for $in, -and other fuch-like Works
wherein we have neither Abtbiey
flor Aunthority to imitate him : Or,
thirdly, thofe which he did emly
as a Member of the Fewifb Chwrch,
as in being Gircumcifed, :keepirlllg

the

+
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the Example of Chrift.

' the Paffover, €c. wherein we
~onght not to imitate him. * Inall

other Cafes I fappofe ’tis, and muft
be aniverfally granted, that the

- Example of our Saviour hath the
' Force of a Precept ‘to every Chri-
fian, And"that oor ‘Saviour’s
finging a Hymn with his ,Diﬁ;‘g)ks P
ree -

- comes undereither of thofe
-~ forementiotted Exceptions, I can

-~ fee no reafon’ to imagine t - And

- therefore thence conclude, that
tis the Dty of everyChriftian,
- according to- his Example, to fing
' tothe Pratfeef God. - '

1 know ‘there ‘are two Objections
made a%tm‘& this Argument that
require $ome apfwer. ¢

1. Itis ‘afffrmed that the word

Smg is not inthe Original Text.

4. That foppofing ‘our Saviour
did indeed g, yet ’tis prefanrd
that the Fynm which he fang might
appertain tothe Jewifh Faffover;
md {o be no more obsligatory upon

Chriftians, from ‘the Examyple of

Chrift, thanthe Paflover it fetf. I
- 1. It

S



oﬁ?&. |

Singing enfors'd from,
1., It is affirmed that the werc

SUNG isnot. in the Original, bu

added by the Tranflators; and that
confequetly all that affert Simging
from thefe and thé like Scriptures,
deceive others, and do wery ill in ju-

' ﬂz[ybtgg the. Tranflators in .adding

Anfw.

the Wordof God. .

A bold Prefunption indeed ! for
any, and efpecially fiuch.as know
not d word of the Original Tex
thus 1o arraign our Bibles: And
fuch as (fhould it be hélieved )
‘would leave all Englifh Readers in
perpléxing Doubts, when they

- read-the Mind ¢f .God in.their Bi-

bles;. and when, inftéad thereof,
they read the 4dditions of Adess -
And. for any to print and publifh

- againit their own Teacbers and Brg-

thren, fucha heavy Charge as_ this
is, of being Deceivers of others in
the Mateers of God, and juify-
ing Additions to bisWord, every ane
furely muft needs look upon to be
a véry ralh and unchriftian Pra-
&ice; i 3 ‘v: :_. j

@ v e P hut ‘



the Example of Chrift. 17
;- 'But let notany Chriftianbeftart- ’
: Jed at this bold Prefumption; for
. I affure you ’tis as groundlefs, as
- %isbold, The ¥ Original Word ™ v
- ufed in thefe Texts, not only fig- /¢
- nifying to -praife God (as is pre-
tended) but alfo to do it by SING-
ING. This is attefted by the con-
- emrrent ' Evidence of the moft .
{1Learned:in the Greek Tongue : $uuste i-.
- And tho-we ought not to receive a dem ?uod.
 Retigious Dodkrine from any,: how U fea
Learned foever, withont fufficient ;5% S
FOOf" of itﬁ'om the Wwﬂf God ',:bro, Hym-
yet fure the concurrent Teftimony nis decan-
of fuch fhould be fufficierit to fatisfy*o: pro-
sabont the Senfz of & Word, in the £7ie d¢.
Learned Languages. And they g-(:,,,&ﬁ,
yet more: particularly affure’ us, quicarmi-
that a Hymn doth neceffarily in-na reci-
clode || thréethings: 1. That the @0¢ See-
. e

wla, & fic
Muter .’;‘tcp’b.

Thefar. Ling. Grace, Hymoum cano, Pafforis Lexic.
- | Hymni landes fant dei cum cancico, hymni cantus
fanc eonuinentes landes dei.  Si fit laus & non fic dei,
non eft hymnus, Si fic laus & dei laus, & non cantetur,
non éft hymnus.  Oportet ergo ut fi fic hymunus habe-
ahac tria, & laudem, & dei, & canticum, ‘“‘ér'i'f
- . . a

~



1 Singing enfarcd from ;
" Matrer of ithe Pryife. » Thatiit .
be t0.Ged as the Qbjed af-it, Ansdy.

3, thatit be SUNG. Apd thaeif .

* . -either of thefe be wanting, ’tis.nat .

- properly a Hyms.  Asdipegard..
ingly not only e Tranflaters dox a~ -

foribe Singing ta -our Sgviowr i .

thefe Texts, but alfo Calpin,- Re- .

4, Pifcater;. the Fresch Franfia- .

.- -pors, AR MIARY othars,. m‘”f\'ﬁ :
¥ In Syr :hy the Leayned ¥ Mr Pagl, . -
ropfiCri- fire it muft needs feem hard sa
“ every comfidering Chriftian, $a .
think that 4l :thefe have confpived -

- together to impofcuponihe World |

-+ an Addision to the Word-of Ged; '
and efpecially fecing ALL Tranfla-

tions.fo fax agree herein, that theye |

is, 1.prefums; nonethat comtradeddy
ours. For tha fome yepder e,

Pl 72, dsd thus alfo the Learned and Piows Dr. Ds: |
veil tells us, out of Ruffious, on AQs 16. 3¢, Hympus
eft cancilena concinens laudem Deis Minh Hymbys ek
‘capgio qua laudes Dei decantancur. Pafloris Lex. 2oy :
may [ie this more fully proved to. be the Stafe of the waard, |
U@y by 4 Learned Minifter of Chrifh, in a {bwrt Difasrfe |
at theend of Mt.Keacl’s Book, concerning Singing. ‘



the Example of Chrift. 19
Lo e Hymn being faid ; yet this i8* Hymno
fo far from contradi@®ing ours,di®oVaig:
which tellsus they fmg it that in- #0%%
deed it implies the famie thing; a
Hymn nécellarilyincluding Singing,
as hath been proved: And tho
fome of dur old Tranflations ren-
der it they faid Grace, or they prai-
fed God, yet none of them tell us
they did it not by Singing. So that
tho they give us not the Senfe of
the Greek Text,fo compleatly as our
“Tranflation does, yet they contra-
‘¥ it not. This may foffice to
fiow, that our Tran{lators aré
i not guilty of adding to the Word of
¢ God, intranflating thefe Paflages:
t  And that theyare much lefs guilty
i ©of contraditting the Text, by
: rendring the words they fung; in-
: ftead of they lamented, as is igno-
rantly (to fay no worfe) intimared
1 'by a late Querift. [ have fearched
* -all the places wheré this |- word is Fopriat
“ufed by the Sevemty, and cdn find
. - hothing in them for this Suggefti-
8t And tho any Inftance moutl,d
: €3 é

1T

wr orn .

2
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20 Singing enforc’d from
be found, in propbane Writers, of .
its being thus ufed, by way of 4n- |
tithefis, yet 1 think it would be. ;
very unreafonable therefore to
fake it in fuch a ftrain’d Senfe im
the Scripture. 1 fhall therefore
difmifs this Fancy, with only not-
ing, that, fhould this new Inter- ;
pretation be admitted, then where
* ags16. tis * faid, Paul and Silas fang
25. Praifes to God, and the Prifoners beard |
them; the meaning would be, -
" that they lamented fo loud, that the
Prifoners beard them. Which would -
be no very good proof of their .
fuffering joyfully, a Commendation -
‘which theH.Ghott frequently gives °
' them. - Yea, whichis worfe,where |
4 Heb. 2. our Lord fays; - In the midft of
32. . the Church will 1 fing Praife to thee » -
The meaning is, according to this :
fenfe, that he would difcharge the
Work of his Mediation with ig- |
menting, inftead of rejoicing and de-
Jight. Sothat upon the whole, T °
think we have very juft ground to
infist upon it, That our Lord fang
: a



the Example of Chrift. 21"

a Hymn: And we have no need
10 inf35E upon it vight or wrong, as is
cauflefly faid of us. '

“2Jy. Tis further objected, That Objeé?. 2.
tho it fhould be granted (as it
muft) that our Lord indeed fang
a Hymn, yet ’tis prefum’d that it
might peculiarly belong to the Pafl-
over, and fobeno more obligato-
ty upon us, from the Example of
Chrift, than thePaflover it felf.

" To clear this Doubt, ferioufly 4nfw.
weigh thefe following things.

1. That both the Paffover and
the Lord’s Sufger had a fpecial and -
peculiar refpett to the Sufferings of
Chrift for our Redemption. That
the Paffover had fuch a peculiar re-
fpet thereto, appears in that the
Apoftle hereupon * calls Chrift our* 1 Cor.s.
Paffover, facrificed for us. Andthat 7
the Lord’s Supper hath {o, is ma-
nifeft, in that we are commanded

" therein, conftantly-tto fhew forthiCor.11.
" the Lord’s Death, - And it being 26,

.
,
]
]

'

-~ thus, I can fee no neceffity to de-

termine, that this Hymn was fung,
o C3 by



Singing enforc’d from -

by our Saviour, upon the Occafion
of either of thefe, exclufive of the
other: DBcing loth, as vefpeting .

the ’1onous W-ork of our Redemp-
tion, matter of the bigheft prmfe
ond njo ‘ing.

Bt 2. to fuppofe that it was

fung, o,zl) upon the Occafion of the .

Paffuver, is altogether groundlefs 5
for had it bccn fo, what. reafon .
can be rendred why it fhepld nqt

© - be fung inmcdiately after. jt? as

’tis plain it was not,

‘3 Hduch lefs is thereany :eafpn
to imagine, thatit was pe culiqr to,
the ]ewx(h Paﬂover, as a part of it,
and fo of the fame mutable Nature
with it: Singing to the Praife of
God being, as [ conceive hath been

-, fafiiciently proved, a Moral Duty 5

and therefore of univerfaland per-
petual Obligation, and fofit to be
ufed upon that or any other }oyfut
-Qccafion. ,But, -

4. There is the greatq/! reafon
to conclude, that our Lord fan

- this Hymn uush his Difciples, ag

o " leat

¢

K
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she Exanmple ot Chri?. i3

“Talt ¢fpecsaily,upon the Occafion of '
his own Supper; atid the Commetho-

ation ‘of his Suférings ‘and: re-
deeming Lovd thétein s foralnnich

ayit wds immediately Joirod there-

v as the Evdanpdlifls plainly thew.

i :Nor i theré any Fbree againft

shis Conelufion; 1rt ERa¢ Objestion

-whith fomme make-; “That, had this

‘Hyroa belonged to the Zord's Sup-

i : dbubtles the Apoftte would

Mve mentioi’d it, when he * fers * 1Cor.
Bowaithe Inflibution of this Otdi- 11234
atice,’ s be badreceived it from the

Mrd. gt . W R C e

. For to this I reply, That were
‘teee: atty Force in this Objection, * =
wetight alfb thene conclude, shac

giving Thanks before the Cup; doth

18t beleng to it - ‘Of which, tho it ,
be plainly cngeff'cd;ﬁgl;’ thcl('[- E:t 7&:.'2:5..
‘wangetifls, yet the 4poffle makes rio 27-
w&ftwﬁ y;irs Deflgt being, as\lf;'k' 4.
‘cohtetve, not o muth to give an
‘Ktedtht of 4lf things pertaining fo

the Lowd’s Supper, as to corfelt

thofe grofs _Abufes, which were
I C3 crept



24 Singing enforc’d frama ]

' crept into that Church, mthet;ﬁ;df :
this Holy Qrdinance. :
- Thus we have fufficient reafm ;
to conclude, that our Lord SANG |
this Hymn, with his Difciples, -and '
that he fangit elpecially, if not :
only, upon the Occafion-of his :
own Supper and co e?imntly that
we have here an undoubted In- ,
‘ftanceof his finging Praife to. his
Father, as our Pattern. Which was ,
the fecond thing from which, I pro-
pofed to prove Singing: to.: the :
Praife of God, to be the, Dwzyqf :
every Cbrzjhan.

V

’4

. DX

Sedt. 3 " The third Argument provmg it
' fo, is grounded upon the W

"

cal Injunions thereof. 3

" Ibegin with the Apoftle Hamses’s .

* Jam. «. words, *'Is any merry, let bim |
13 fing Pfalms 5 which is anevident |

.Command of his Duty. . Nor may

- it reafonably be obj ed that.thu
,isnot a Command to every one, b'c
anly to tbqﬁ: that are mmy.

cat  F
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b

 the Apoftolical Fijunbions. 2%
 Forlet it be confider'd, r. That
’éi;nc;minlybethe Duty -{?f'be every+

iftian to be merry or | chearful, T ivduit
orof good chear, or (which is the*thusrm-

: o e : der'd, AGs
fame) to || rejoice in the Lord, what- 272225

- werbe their outward Condition. | phil’y.z
- And *tis hard to fappofe, that ary 1 Thefl..

ﬁme%hiﬁan(e;c@t un}cr’ fome 6.
atraordinary Difiemper of Mind)
fonld never be found in this re-
jicing, or chearful Frame. And
when any one is fo, ’tis then, with-
out difpute, his' Duty, from this
tﬁm:&wn’ to fing Plalms. And
s, | : o
2. We * are commanded, as torom1%.
mourn in the AffiRions of other \%or, 12,
Ehriftians, tho our felves are in Pro- 26,
ity, {o to rejoice in'their Pro- -
ity tho we our felves arein Af-
fiftion. So that we can never
want a fit Occafion both for Aourn-
g and Prayer, and for Rejoicing
ad Singing 5 either upon our own
Account more immediately, or
vpon the Account of others, -~ -

3 Tha

&



o6 o Single enforlsh from: 4
' TFho the Apoftle mehtiodis a x|
Tlmﬁ d\ Mﬂ'ﬂl o ]Oyflxlm!fs, lg iy
' the moft fpmzd and. Ttk c
- of finging Pfalms ;- yéo e doth 1o :
more reftrain it to that ‘Tinde onbt, it
. than he reﬁram:‘ the ﬂ‘li‘nhz Duty of
. Prayer.medtion’d in meTEﬂ,
only:o’a Elgnneof Affiiddis. Which
‘noagy I fuppofe, willthink to be >
ny Pz!ttof lnsDeﬁgm. S
. A.nothcr ntanifeft in)nn&wn ’df' iy A
this Doty we have fromSt, Pusd, &
in his Epiftle *to. tx preﬁam!:, e
* Ephef * Speakzng, faith he, to your: febvds .,
" §19. M Plalmd, and Hyvns, ond. fpifitu- \,I,
at Songs; [inging i—erorsha Lord,
. Aml tis worth obferviag, that thks
.lmnn&wn; to fpeakta themfetves (B -
ope another) #- Pfalms, &e. and
40 fing o she Lord, s Taid upon- ali
Chriftians, 'as ‘muck 15 the fore
-going Commands, s walk- ciechs-
Jpectly, tam{mtbﬁ Tiome, to be Hl
-with, the Spirst 5 all whiah, fure, &
very one:mudt.owx: to: Be' Duties:of
an ’Ummrfal Obligation.
Cle 4 .2 : A

*’

-
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the dpoftolical Injantions. 87

. A third Apoftolical. Injun&ion
. of this Dnty, we. find in the Epi-

, feto the * Caloffians. Where al *Col.3.16
, that are commanded to have the
, Word of Chrift dwell vichly in them,
 (and fure to endeavour this, is the
. Duty of every Chriftian) ate alfo
. requir’d to teach and admonifh one
, another in Pfalms, Hysns, and Spiri=
tual Songs, - and %o fing—to the
Lord.  And’tis worth our Notice,
+ that the Apoftle’s main Defign in
; the foregoiag Chapter, isto . cau-
- tien thefe Chriftiansagainft com-
. plying with thofe falfe Teachers,
. who perfwaded them to obferve
. the Jewith Ceremonies, ke telling

, them, that thefe-were bit % 4 fhg- ¥Col- 2.3
. dow of good things to come, and. con-
- fequently now abolithed. And
therefore ’tis unreafonable to fup-
- pafe, as fome .do, that finging-ef
. Pfalms, to which he here exhorts
~ them, is of the like Nature with
~ thofe Ceremonies. Thus what hath
been hitherto faid, Ihope may be
gbundantly fufficient,ta fatisfy eve-
. - 1y



28 " What Singing ss. |
ry ferious Enquirer,concerning the;
firlt General, viz. That Singing to
the Praife of God, is the Duty of -
every Chriftian, and that it was not -
{_;culiar only to the Jewifh Difpen= -

tion. -

 CHAP I :
Shewing what Singing is. Thar
in the proper [enfe of the Word,
it denotes an Extenfion of the
Voice, 4nd # peculiar Modu-
Jation of it. A»nd that thus -
~ to fing, is the Dwty of Chri-
Srians. , -

.HAving in the former Chapter -
~ A proved Sin%i‘n tobeaDuty, -
continuing in full Force under the -
Gofpel, and obligatory ‘upon every
‘Chriftiany, let us now enquire what -
Singing 5. Of which there is need
to {ay foething,there being fom e,f
G o



What Singing is. 29

.of late, who endeavour to per- :
" fwade us, That Singing is noother’
- than an inward joyfulnefs of Heart,
.or, at moft, buta chearful [peaking
 forth the Divine Praife : And that
fo every one that chearfully gives

Thanks to God, fings his Praife.

~But I fhall fhew,

I

1f2. That Singing, in the proper
and native fenfe of the Word,
can’t be perform’d without the
Voice.

2ly. That ’tisan Expreflion and

~ Madulation of the Voice different

from meer [peaking, and all other

~ Expreflions of it.

The former of thefe will be fuffi- Se&. 1.
ciently manifeft, by confidering ske
Force, and Ufe, of the Words ; whereby
the Scripture fets forth this Practice
tous. One of thofe | words,which, "Wo+
with its Deyivatives, is ufed, in
Scripture above a hundred times
to denote Singing, fignifies prima-

rily (as the Learned - Mercerus‘&mﬁ""

obferves ) fo extend. And fromsma.

**- this

T s
1 .



jo What Singing is.' |

this general fenfe it takes three pas-;

ticular ones: As, 1. to fing, be:

caufe thercin there is an extenfion.

of the Puice. 2. To bebold a thing-

diligently ; becaufe in fo doing;

there is an Extcnfion of the Eyes. .

3: To offer Prefents, becaufe in that.

Ad&ion there is anExtenfion of the.

Hand. “Whence ’tis evident there.

is no finging properly without an;

Extenfion of the Poice:: Which will,

be more clear by confidering ano-;

3 % ther % word, which the Seripture:

vid, Pag- frequently ufes to denote this Re-.

nin, Mer- ligious Practice, whofe primary,

cer. % and general Senfe is to make any,

8% Joud Noife 5 and thence *tis ufed to;
denote Singing, plainly intimag-,

ing to us, that that confifts pro--

perly in making a Joud-Noife with .

our Vvices. 'Which will be more;

manifeft, by obferving that this,

$pe8r.1.word is not anly rendred o /ing, .

&s1.14. but alfo -p to fing dloud, and 19

’1{’,%3:: | fhout for joy. :Agdin, we often,
fo8. 4. * find Singing, dnd making a joufnl
&1oo.,2. Noife joined together, as beimg,.h [y
- ihs



Whet Singing > ¥
+ the Jame joportance. Fromwhith. =~ .
 Confierationts *tis fure very reas .

* pnableto conclude, that o fingis, - - -
Cia ‘iot"s});bper"si nification; tamake . *,
- wlud and _joy 'No‘if with our = ¢
| Voices 5 and - that it denotes fiich

© apeculiar AModulation of the Voice, -~ -
© #is clearly "different from meer = |
© fesling, ‘and all. other Expreflions .. ...
© of it whatfoever. Which is yet

« frther evident “in that * Afofs*Esod32:
» touldeafity, ‘by his Ear, diftinguifh 18-
- the Nolfe of Singing from other

i Neifes, as tis'plajn he did. ST
: © This fittle may fhffice to be faid;, = =
¢ Ma general way, upon this Head 5

: keaufeindeed it feems ver¥)unrea-;

- fonable, that there fhould be need

v ©fay fomach to prove that, which

. the common Senfe of Mankind o
- does fufficiently inftruct them in:

© for who that is not very much pre-

: piced, whether young or old,

- would account. a Perfon fa fing, =
¢ When none hears his Poice, or when
: they only hear him fpeak in a com-

1

C .

. fonmanner ? * -
v ad

'Yy



32 What Singing is. i
Objef?. . 1know it may be objeded, that :
* Job 2g. the * Widow’s Heart is faid to fing :
;3;& s That the + Mountains and Hills are -
12, faid to break forth into Singing : And -
§ 1 Chroo. that the fame thing is alfofl afcrie :
16.33. bed tothe Trees of the Field. . - -
Anfw.  But in the firft of thefe Scrip-..
See ar. tures, 1 conceive, the meaning -
Canylm plainly is, that fiich was the Joy- -

Pléct: fulnefs of the Widow’s Feart, that -

. it caufed her Mouth to break forth -
into finging. And therefore the -
Seventy, according to this Senfe, -

*Eréua tranflate it the * Widew's Mmg :
xvegs-  inftead of her Heart, Or if we -
take Singing as apply d to the Wi- .

dow’s Heart, asour Verfion renders. .

it, (more exadtly agreeable, I con- -

 fefs, tothe Words of the Hebrew. -
+Cor ca- Text ;) then we mult take icin a- -
neredict- Afetopymical Semfe for that joyful- |
Sapro nefs of Heart which is the common
B source of it, as the Learned 4 Dru-
oris ex fius interprets it. o
cordepro-  And as to theother Expreflionsy :
fcdeleur, where Singing is afcribed to the
f;‘id,. ™ Mountains, Hills and Trees,we mug :

S ) .2

R

’



What Singing is. 37
i of neceffity underftand them figu- '
; ntively, either with refpeét to the
: dgents, or the A&ion afcribed to
s them. 1. By the AMountains and
» Hills, when faid to fing, we may .
underftand the Rulers and” Magi-
s frates among God’s People, as
: thefe Words feem plaigly to beu-
 fedby the Pfaimift ; who fpeaking
¢ of the Happinefs of Solomon’s Go-
« vernment as the Type, and of the
i trunfcendently greater Happinefs.
i of Chrif’s Government as the .4n-'
;tipe of the former, faith, % The* Pl723.
v Muntains fhall bring Peace to the
 Pesple, and the little Hills, by Righ-
«teufnefs.  And by the Trees of the
; Fitkd we may ‘underftand the Peo-
1ple of God, who are often com-
.par’d to Trees for their Fruitful- -
,0efis and are therefore by the _
: 1 Prophet called Trees of Righteouf- t1.61.3.
«mfs. And if we thus take the
Agents in a Metaphorical Senfe, then
sthere is no reafon to underftand
1 the A&tion of Singing afcribed to
ithém, in any other than a proper’
o D : One;

L



What Singing 4. F
One ; and fo it makes nathing a- ;.
gainft Vocal Singing. %
But, 2. if we take the Moun- -
tnins, Hills, aud Trees, in aliteral ;,
Senfe, then we mult needs ynder-
ftand the Singing afcrib’d to them ;.
in an imypraper and figurative One: .,
For none, 1 fuppelfe, can imaging, ;..
whatever hNOtlivon Ehey have of
Singing, that thefe thiygs ean per-
forfn it,in a proper and'gtezal S&C&.
Bug tho Singing muft be taken on-;
ly ina figurative Senfe, when ap. ;.
ply’d to thofe things that have nat ;.
Tongues and Voices, and fo are al-,
together wncapable of it in a lge ;|
ral One: Yet for any henceto can- .
clude, ‘that therefore it may be fa .
underftaad in thofe many Scyip- ..
tures where Singing is requir'd of -
15,to whom God hath given Tongwes
and Psices to found forth the jay- .
fulnefs of gur. Hearts in. praifing ;
him, wonld be a Concluion, the .
weaknefs of which,fure muft needs ;
be.obviaus tq every-one, that duly .
confiders if, : Far ’tis a Rulg agreed ;
o upon
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¢ wpen by all, That in expounds '
Sexipiyre, of indeed angoy chg‘

© Writing, Words fhould be always

- dakey 1 their moft proper. and literal

© Sewfe, wunlefs fome manifeft Reafop

. reguire us to_forfake that for an im-

- proper and figurgtive One : The non-

- obferyance of which Rule would .
mske the Scripsures of a very
donbtful Interpretation. ‘

Rug to put this Matter more out Sed. 2.
of doubs 3 38 1 have beforg fully
proved that tis the Duty of every
Chriftian to fing to the Praife of
© God, ywhich tis yery reafonable to
. wnderftand of Fpcgl Singing, fec-
© ing theve is po osher Singing in a
. proper and litgral Senfe; folhall
‘ Y?tfsrtﬁcr prave that *tjs a Chri-
 flian Duty to fing ip this proer
- Senfe, @iz wpealy. .

. Thig will appear, 1. From thofe
. Places ip the Qld Teflqpent which
- {ex fouth the Worfhip of the Go-* Ifa. s2.
. Joel-Chugeh.  Thus .the Prophet?,® @7
. - *faish, -They fhall }«w with shelom. 16,
o D2 VOICE,xg.' a



36 Vocal Singing -
VOICE, when the good Tidings of .
the Gofpel is preached. And the :
Holy Ghotft exprefly commands us
*plal. 9s. ¥ t0 fing to the Lord, and make a
L,2.  joyful NOISE to the Rock of our Sal-
wation, Which Pfalm the Author
+ Ch.3. 9. tothe t+ Hebrews teaches us to refer |
& 4.7.0m-to the Gofrel-Church. And why |
paed with. ghis thould not be look’d uponas an -
75T E%;hortation to ws, aswell as that :
Ifa.¢s.1. Of the Prophet, || FHo, every onme
I 1fass that thir;/h’tb.,P comie .lie to the Waters, :
&c. and divers like Paffages in the
Old Teftament, 1 can fee no reafon
to fuppofe. !
2. Thofe places, inthe New Te- -
' ftament, where Chriftians are uni-
verfally exhorted to fing, plainly :
denote Singing, in a proper fenfe,
viz. with the Poice. Aswhere the ’
*Eph.s. Apoftle bids vs, * Speak to our
19-  [ives, ot onc another in Singings I
‘diis “ender it ome amotber, becaufe ’tis
the fame word with that fo ren- '
dred in the following place, where *
$Cols. 16 the fame Apoftle requires us to *
tafi <t teach and admonifb one another in
' s Singing.

3
i



a Chriftian Daty,
Singing. In both which places the
Apoftle muft needs intend Pocal
Singing, becaufe ’tis impoflible to
Jpeak one to another, or teach and ad-
monifh one another in Singing with-
out the ufe of our Poices therein.
And tho the Apoftle requires us to
make Melody in our HEARTS, and
to fing with Grace in our HEARTS
yet this is not to exclude the Voice,
but only to teach us that in this,
as well as all other Duties of Religi-
on, we fhould have a fpecial regard
toour Hearts : And take heed of

being like thofe Hypocrites * who * 1, 59,
drew  migh to  God with their 13.

MOTUTHS, and honoured bim with
their LIPS, but their HEART was
far frombim. The Apoftle does
not require us to think only, but to

5 fing and make Melody. ’Tis true,

Rl vt
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he cautions us to take heed that
this be not only a Lip-fervice, but
that therewith we join fincere
Hearts and gracious Affedtions.
3. All the Examples of Religi-
ous Singing which we have in the

K D3 New
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New Teftament, do with fufficient
plainnefs fhew, that they {pesk of
literal and wocal Singing. None, 1
fuppofe, can think otherwife con-
¥ Mar. 26, CETRINg OUT X Saviour’s finging With
" * his Difciples. And when | Pawul
Mark 14. and Silas fang in the Prifon, ’tis €-
26. vident it was with their Voices, be-
t A 16. caufe the Prifoners beard thein. ‘And
|2|§'C°r' when St. Paul tells us || he would
14.15. [ing with the Underfianding, tis
plain, by confidering his Defignin
that Difcourfe, he tieans’he wouid
fing in 2 known Tongue, fo-as to
be beard and undérffood by otherss
and confequently it muft be with
his Poice.

Thus [ tdke ittobe very clear- ;
ly manifeft, from what hath-been :
faid, that Pucal Siuging 'is the: :
proper Singing and that thusto fing,
Is abunddntly requir’d of -all-Chri-
ftidns. And therefore cad’t fée
why thofe that content ‘themfelves
only with, what they call, Zeasr-
finging, 'which, at the'indft, is-but :
‘a figurative ‘One, may-not ‘by the .
: o fame
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4 Chriftian Daty,
finre reafon contetit themfelves
with a figtrative Preaching, Reading,
&c. and {0 at length reduce Pub-
lick Affemblies into Silent Meetings
a thing ufed among fome, no very
good Friends to Chriftianity,

‘CHAP L

Shewing the Lawfulnefs of con-
joint Singing with many Voices
together.  And anfivering fe-
veral Objections agasnft it.

IN the preceding Chapter we

have feen, that all Singing, ina

- proper fenfe, is Voral 5 and that thus

to fing is undoubtedly the Duty of
all Chbriftians. 1 come ow to thew
the watrantablenefs of conjointSivg-

“ing, with many Voices together;
which fome queftion the lawfulnefs

of, who yeét feem to allow of »o-

- eal Singing by one Vaice alone.

D4 Now
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Sec®. 1.

* 1 Kings Whenever they prayed, were * to
8.38,42, Jook, and [pread forth thesr Hands
44048 toward the Temple at Ferufalem, and
Lan.6.10% 1 obferve to prefent their Prayers

 are in themfelves undoubtedly A4o- .
ral, and confequently Univerfal and

- I fuppofe, all will grant to be mo-

The lawfulnefs of

- Now to fatisfy the Minds and ;
Confciences of Chriftians about ,
this, I defire the following things .
may be ferioufly confidered. -
Firft, That any way and manner
of the Performance of a Moral Duty, .
which was once approv’d of God, and .

* bath never appear’d to be typical, is .

Still warrantable to be ufed by the Chri- .
Jtian Church. .
There are {fome Duties which ..

Perpetual, in their Obligation, -
which yet had fome things join’d .
to them, as to the manner of their -
Performance, which were as un- |
doubtedly only typical and tempora- -
ry. Thus Prayer is a Duty which,

ral and’ perpetual. But the Jews, ,

.=

{

a2

t:ukc ' to God t at the time of Incenfe. g

Which



conjoint Singing. 41
1 Which things we are taught to be
© typical of the refpe& which, in all
: our Addrefles to God, we ought,
by Faith, to havc to the Lord Fe-
fus, whois the * true Temple : And * Johnz
+ that inall our Prayers, we fhould !¢
: hope for their Acceptance, only
: upon the Account of his Mediation
. and Righteoufnefs, which were ty-
. pified by the ¥ fweet Incenfe offer’d * Rev.8.
upon the Golden Altar. And there- 34
: fore tho the Duty of Prayer re-
! main, yet thefe Aodes of it are
: done away. In like manner, thoit
. muft be granted that feveral
. things were, in the Jewifh Wore
1 fhip, join’d with their Religious
Singing, which things being only
typical and ceremonial, are done a-
. way ; yet Singing it felf ftill re-
mains in full Force, as well as
Prayer. And thus ought we alfo
to conclude concerning their way
of Singing, with many Voices
conjosn’d together  unlefs we had a-
ny fuficient ground to think, that
this theirway of Singing was only
' ‘typical
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typical and temporary.  Fhat God’s -
Ghrch did then fing comjornmtly is e-
vident, in that not 6nly Mofes, but
*Exod. ¥ Afufes and the Children of Ifradl,
1. k. without exception of any, are faid -
" to fing a Song to the Lord. Whence
we mult ¢onclide that they o4
fang this Song, with their Volices -
joind togesher, uniefs we fhould fisp- -
pofe this vaft Congregation, of fo -
siany hundred thovfands, to fing it -
feverally, one after another s which,
"1 judg, none can think: reafotrable -
to imagine. And again we are.
4 2Chron, told, that 4 they which [ang were |
s.13. - AS ONE, to make ONE SOUND
in praifing and thankinyg the Lord.
- And thus likewife after their te- -
flEzra 3. turn from their Captivity 5 || They .
1L fmg TOGETHER, by conrfe,in pran- .
[fing and giving Thanks to the Lord,
“or, &s’tis verbatin in the Original, .
sy || #bey || anfivered ome another in finging; .
*Conci- - Or,49 Montanus interpretsit, * They
ucbant. -fung sogether barmonioufly ; for thus
“thé word Anfwer often fignifies to .
agree, and barmonize together, or .

S : corre-
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- covefpond ome to ancther. Thusit

- manifeftly appears, from thefe In-

- ftances, that the People of God -

- famg Wwith ‘conjom’d Pices under tire

- former Difpenfation. And there-

- fore, feeing no reafon, as I know

. of,can be rendred why their Sing-

- ing aftervbis mamer thould be more

- typical, than Singing it felf, which

- hath been fufficiently proved Ao-

- val and Perpesunls I can't but thence

. conclude, that ’vis (il warranta-

: ‘blefora Chriftian Affembly to fing

- ‘together, 'withconjoin’d Voices.

-2, TI?hisf\:lrzherappe:alrsvto be fo,

© in‘that 'tis prophefied of the Chri-

~ iftiun Church, mbt only that they

- Yhould ¥ fing'with their Poices, but* 1. 52,

- dlfo "tis as ‘e¥prelly added, that %9

. they fhould fing :tegether, or con-

t jOintlY. But,

- 3. Wehawe yeta-greater Proof

. to warrant our thus Singiug, name-

- By, the Example-of the firt and

- 'moft pure Gofpél:Church, viz. Chrift * Mac. 26.
- dand'his"Apoftles, The ¥ Evange-3°-, | .
- lifts ‘not-only tell as that HE, blz}t,é_ <

. : alfo
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* Gurk
D

Obje?.

Anfw.

The lawfulnefs of -~
alfo that THEY fung an Hymn, in
the * Plural Number. ’

I know that 'tis by fome obje&-
ed, That they might be 4l faid to
fing, tho only Chrift expreffed the
Hymn ; even as it may be faid,

- that a whole Congregation prays, tho

one only be the Mouth of it.
" But to fhew the weaknefs of this-
Obje&tion, confider, -
1. That there is great difference”
between Prayer and Singing, Pray-
er lies properly in the Defires of
the Soul. And as a Man may fay
@ Prayer, and yet not really pray ;-

-fo a Chriftian may truly and pro-

perly pray, tho he fpeak not a-
word with his Mouth. But none -
can, without the Poice, be truly
faid to fing, ina proper and literal -
Senfe ; and here is no neceflity to -
have recourfe to an improper and
figurative One, L

But, 2. fuppofing it could in a- :
ny tolerable Senfe be faid, that they *
fung by only joining in their Hearts,
while Chbrift alone exprefled the .
‘ Hymn;



conjoint Singing.
Hymn ; yet this can’t be the Senfe
of the Ewangelifts: Becaufe there
is fufficient reafon to believe, that
“the Apottles join’d in their Hearts,
~with our Saviour, in blefling the
" Bread, and giving Thanks before
~ the Cup, and yet tis not faid They,
“but He bleffed the Bread, and gave
. Thanks. And why then it fhould
“be faid THET fang, what reafon
_ can be rendred, unlefs to fhew that
~ they otherwife join’d with him in

" Singing, than they did in blefing

- and grving Thanks, viz. not only
_in their Hearts, but with their
" Voices alfo ? S
~ Thus I take it to be manifeft,
~ beyond all reafonable doubt, that
" not only the Church of God under
- the Old Teftament fang together with
" conjoin’d Poices, and that it was
_ prophefied that the Gofpel-Church
~ fhould fing together in like man-
- ner 5 but alfo that we have the
" Example of our Lord Jefus and his
~ holy Apoftles for our Pastern in thus
~ Singing. And confequently I con-
- clude,

45



46 Cogoie Siwging
elude, thas ’tis &ill Jawfu} for
Religious Affembly to join: their
Foices together in finging the Di-
vipg Praife. And here I might
well put ag end to this Head, but
that there are feveral Obje&ions
raifed againft Singing with the
econjoin’d Voices of a whoale Reli-
gious Affembly; to which fome
Reply muft be made,

Se. 2. . 1. *Tisobjeded, that SO tofing
Objec?. is confufion, - . ‘
Anfw,  But, 1hope, none will infist up:
on this, left they fhould be found
therein to refle® difhiononrably,
not only upon s their Brethren, but
alfo upon Afgfes and the Ghurch of
God under his Care; yea and,
which is much worfe, upan ow
&loriaus Lord bimfelf and his Hely
Apaftles, who thys fang, as hath
been fufficiently manifefted. |
Obj. 2. 2. ’Tis faid, that the ¥ .Ap?ﬁk f
* 1Cor.14. teacheth us anqther way of Singing
15,26, by owe alene, and thar the Cen-
gregation only fay Amen, ;g};;
gt

t
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1gire their Affent thereunto,
" But ta this 1 anfwer, 1. That 4nfw.
1 tho whole Defign of the Apoftle in
 this Difcourfe, feems manifeftly
t be: only to fhew, that all the
- Gifts of the Church, whether or-
~ dinary or extraordinary, fhould be
» egerctfed fo as might be moft for
+ te Edificatian of it. \And in or-
der to this he fhews, 1. That
Jewyors , - Thankfgivings , finging
. Hams, and all other Parts of Pub-
lick Warfhip, fhould he ordinarl-
“ly perform’d in the Langnage vul-
- grly known, and underftood by
. the Affembly. Thus when he par<
-tiularly fays, propofing his ewn
- Example toithem, * I will prdy and* Ver. 15
g with the Spivit: His Defign
: ftems v be to teach us, that we
: houldmake ofe of the Spiritmal G¥fis:
; We have -raceived, whether atdi-
lsry, on.axtraardinary, {o:as-may
i for ‘the improvement of eur
. gme pirity 5 but yet {0 as may be
 slofor she: peblick Good and Edi-
fcation s as’it fallows, T wilk pea{{
- an
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and fing with the Underftanding alfo: "
That is, I will pray and [ing ina "
Tongue known and underftood by :
. the People, as he afterward ex-*
* Ver. 1g. plains his own Meaning * , with--
out determining whether others:
fhould join with him in his Sing- :
ing with their Hearts only, or alfo :
with - their Poices : So that this :
doubtful Paffage can’t be fairly al- -
ledged, in-oppofition to fo many
plain Proofs, which have been al-:
ready given, to juftify Singing with
conjoin’d Voices. . : :
2. He teaches that. (to promote §
a Publick Edification) as the feve- :
xal Parts of Religions Worlhip :
fhould be perform’d in.a kmown':
Tongue, o they fhould alfo be per- -
form’d in due Place-and Order, that -
there may be a fweet Harmony a-:
mong them. Thus when he fays, |
tVer. 26. + Every ome of you bath a. Pfaim, :
bath a Do@rine, bath a Tongue, bath .
& Revelation, bath an Interpresation s
he feems plainly to intimate, that .
there were great . Divifions .?nd ;

C. Difor-
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/ Pifofrder; among thfem. * One be- ;;/%f:
- g for finging a Pfalm, while o- o
- thers at t§e ‘%’ame.time were for ﬁ,’,’,’fﬁ”c’:e_
. fome other Exercife. The Apoftle’s ry one is
- Determination therefore is, that ujd,Chap.
. dl thefe things might be done, but 1.12.
- foas thould be moft for Edification;
_without determining whether he
- that had a Pfalm, which he judg’d
for Publick Benefit, fhould fing
1t fingly by bimfelf alone, or whe-
ther he fhould give it forth, foas
- that others might join their Voices
with bis, in the inging of it. But,
~ 3.-Suppofing this were (as it is
-Tot) a clear Inftance of one Per-
fon’s having received a Pfalm by
- mmediate Infpiration, (as fome
-underftand it) and finging it by
 bimfelf alone ; yet there -is no rea-
- fon that this Inftance of extraordi-
- mary Singing fhould be the only Pre-
- tedent for our ordinary performance
of this Duty, as fome, without
- ground, would have us believe. So
that, upon the whole, I hope, ’tis
fuficiently clear, that this Dif-
. E courfe
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- coiirfe of the Apoftle contains now |

~ thing againft, our finging with, .

conjoin’d Voices. And confequent-

- 1y that there is no Force in the Ob~

Objet?.3.

* [ Cor,
14- 34
1 Tim. 2.
11, 12,

Anfw.

je&ion grounded upon it. ‘
Sqme object that this con)omt
Singing of all the Members of an
Aflembly at once, is contrary te :
the Apoltle’s Prohibition of * I#o- - ~;
men fpeaking in the Church. Whence .
they infer that Women, at Icaﬁ‘,
muft be excluded from )ommg
their Voices in publick Singing,

. But to this I reply, 1. That’tis
very clear, by confidering the Con- |
text in both Places, that the Apo-
ftle’s Defign was only to forbid :
Womens autboritative {peaking, by -
preaching or difputing in the Church.
And that a Woman’s fpeaking o- °
therwife, in a Church or Religrous '
Affembly, muft beallow’d, might

be thewn in feveral Cafcs. "Tis
therefore groundlefs hence to in--

fer, that Women fhould be ex--

cluded from joining their Voices, :
‘in bumuy and tbaulzfaﬂy finging*

forth:



- defended. 51
* forth the Divine Praifes, in a Re-
‘ ligious Affembly. - o
* 2. The Apoftle admits Women
" to * prophefy in the Church, in fome  * Sor-
fenfe,as is plain by his giving Dire- "5
&ions about the manner of their do-
* ingit. Yea,he fpeaks of their prophe-
. [ying as a thing ufual and cuftoms-
ry in the Chriftian Affemblies.
Which propbefying is indged under-
- ftood fomewhat varioufly by Inters - . . .
© preters: Some underftand it of .
. praphefying inthe ftriGer fenfe, for
foretelling of things to come;
others of interproting the Scripture
Prophecies ; and they tell us that in
- both thefe ways, when a Woman |
* was call’d of God to prophefy, by .
- fome extraordinary Gift, fhe might
do it in the Church, notwithftand-
ing the forementioned Prohibition
- of the Apoftle. But both thefe
" Interpretations are fhewn to be
*groundlefs, by Pifeator in his Notes
- on the Place. And there is ano-
- ther Senfe mentioned by him, vix.
- Propbefying in a paffive Senle, by
: ) E 2 bear-
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‘bearing others prophefy : But this I8 -
a Trope without Example, that =
_‘1 may ufe the Expreflion of the -
Learned Mr. Sfofeph Mede, who : .
having rejeted thefe three Inter- o
- pretations, he then goes on to fet -
own his own Netion of the T exts .
‘which becaufe, after confiderati- .
“on, 1judg to be the Truth, 1 fhall
“give you in fome of his own
4 Diatrit e words, as follows 3 1 Propbe[ying ;.
w1Cor. * here fhould be taken for praifing ‘}
15 ¢ Godin Hymns and Pfalms. For
"¢ foit is ftly coupled with Pray-
¢ ing. -Asour Apottle joins them ;
~ ¢ both together clfewhere, faying, .
lxCor. " ¢ || Iwill pray with the spirit, and I
14.15. ¢ pill pray with the Under]tandhaglé
¢ alfo: I will fing with the. Spirity.
¢ and 1 will fing, that is, prophe-_
< fy, with ‘vnderﬁandin{ alfo. For,,
¢ becaufe Prophets of © ddid three_
¢ things: Firft, Foretel things to.’
¢ come: secondly, Notify the;
Will of God to the Peo le ;"
¢ And, thirdly, uttered them elves
in mufical wifc, and, as 1.ma £
. M 5



 defended.
¢ fo fpeak in a Poetical Strain and

‘¢ Compofure : Hence it comes to
= * pafs, that to prophefy in Scrip-

- *wre, fignifies the doing of any
" ¢of thefe three things, and a-
© “mongft the reft, to praife God

- Yin Verfe, or mufical Compofure.

* And this, faith he, I fhall prove to
© you by two places of Scripture :
- Thefe are 1 Chron. 25. 1, 2, 3.
" ad 1 Sam. 10. 5,10, upon both -
- which Texts he largely difcourf-
+ ¢th, for the confirmation of this
© Notion.

And if this be the true Senfe of

> 'the Apoftle, as I doubt not butit
“ is, then he here allows Women to
. join their Voices with the reft of
7 the Congregation in finging of
* Plalms. Which alfo hereby ap-

s
!

>

¢ pears to be the ufual Praitice of that
i Church. So far was he from de-
-~ figning to prohibit their doing fo,
* in the places above-cited, as the.

- Obje&ion fuppofes.
4. Thereisyet another Objedi- oy, 4

- on againft thus finging, which may
: ) E 3

feem

53
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feem to be of more weight, wiz.
That by fuch a conjoint Sihging,
not only all the Members of the
Church join their Voices together,
but ethers alfo join with them ;
and fo itis (as fome love to fpeak)
a Singing of Profeffors and Propbane
‘together 5 and what warrant, fay
they, have we for fuch a Mixture
in Divine Worfhip? =~ -

y afiw. To this I anfwer, 1. That tho

it be unwarrantable to join with

_any in Comnmunion at the Lord’s

Table, befides the regular Members
.of a Chriftian Church, this being
an Ordinatice pecudiar to the Chwrch
only : Yet tis otherwife in finging
the Praifés of Ged, this being a
Moral Duty, as hath been proved,
and fo no lefs the Duty. of . eqsh
‘Perfomin the Affembly, thah of the
Members of the Church thewsf@ves.

2. I grant that Prayer, Singing,

. and all 6ther A&s of Divine Weor-

thip, are unacceptable to God,

*Prov.21, yea, an ¥. Abomination to him,

27,

/

ii

if perform’d with a prophane
o . Mind.
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. Mind. But feeing we know not

. the Hearts of any, we ought, when

. we {ee Perfons engaged in this, or

. any other Duty of Religion, with

: Jeemting Zeal and Attention, to

. hope they doit fincerely, as wellas

. our felves. -

- But, 3. fuppofing we could be

- certain that any join prophanely

with us, in finging the Praifes of

- God ; why fhould this hinder us

- from the performance of this, any

thore than Prayer and other Du-

- ties of Publick Worthip, ‘wherein

- they may as eafily join -with us as

- in this? efpecially confidering we

- join not properly with them, but

- rather they with us. -

- But it may be {till obje&ed, that 0. §.

tis very plain that the Apoftle in-

- tended not that all the Members of

- a Church fhould fing, but enly

- thofc that are gifted for it 5 much

lefs did he-intend that others

“thould join promifcuoufly with - -
them, feeing he requires that Per- -
fonrs fhould be * fiPd. with the Spiris 3° Evb. 5.

| n E 4 and '%
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*Col.3. and that the ¥ Word of Chrift
16. fhouid dwell richly in them, as- necef-

fary Qualifications to fit them for

this Duty. : »
Anfw. To this I anfwer, 1. That the

Apoftle’s requiring them to be fill’d
See Mr.  with the Spirit, does not prove that

ohn  none muft fing but fuchas have a
Goodwin, yory1iar Gifi 5 for ’tis undoubtedly
fird wieh the Duty of every Member of the
the Spirit, Chriftian Church, to Iabour to be

filled with, or by the Spirit.
- 2. To be filld with the Spirit,
and to have the Word of Chrift dwell
richly in us, is not requir’d as a ne-
ceﬂ‘:ry Qualification, without which
none can, or ought to fing Pfalms;
but tis required as neceflary to our
performance of it in a due manner,
viz, with Grace in our Hearts. It
fhould therefore be the conftant
Prayer and Endeavour of every
one to be fﬂ"d with the Spirit, and
-enrich’d with the Word of Chrift, or,
4 zm.g.which is the fame, + to grow in
18, Grace, and the Knowledg of our Lord
' and Saviour Fefus  Chrift, without
- which
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. which ’tis impoflible to perform
- ‘this, or any other Religious Duty,
- to the Glory of God, and the Com-
fort of our Souls.

- . Thus, I1hope, fuch a fatisfatto-
. . ry Anfwer hath been given to thefe
feveral Objedtions, that they can’t
. reafonably hinder us from con-
cluding, that ’tis undoubtedly war-

; .rantable for all the Members of a °

- Chriftian Affembly, to join their
Poices togetber in finging the Praifes

of God. There being feveral un-
exceptionable Inftances of fuch a
conjoint Singing, in the Holy Scrip-
ture ; but none, as I know of, of
- any one fingle Perfon’s finging a-
- Jone, when affembled with others ;
.. which is the only Singing that fome

plead for.

CHAP.

57
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CHAP IV,

Shewing the Matter to be fun

_ in Religious Worfbip. Té

. Scripture Pfalms prefer’d be-
fore 4l humane Compofures,
andwhy. And divers Objecs-
ons anfwered, : -

HAving in the foregoing Cha
’ ter ‘endeavoured to fatisfy
the Confciences of Chriltians, con-
cerning the Lawfulnefs of Singing,
with all the conjoin’d Voices of a
Religious Affembly, T come now
to enquire concerning the Mutter
to be fung. And thisfhould be ei-
- ther the Scripture Pfalms compofed
by the Prophet David, and other
holy Penmen of the Spirit of God ;
- orelfe fuch Hymns as are exaltly
agreeable tothe Senfe of the Holy
Scripture, being compos’d by fuch
who, in the Judgment of a Cﬁh.ri_-
. ian

A

i
v

[

B¢

%
o

"
Y]

I
k
9!

vl
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Rian Church, have a competent '
- Meafure of underftanding of the
Mind of God therein. I fee no rea-
fon to exclude edther of thefe. But
. yet, I conceive, the former are ra-
* ther to be prefer'd for ordinavy

yfe ; for thefe Reafons. .
- 1. Becaufe the Apoftles require
-~ s to fing * Pfalms, Hymm,‘andl J’é’"hs-
" “Spivitual-Somgs. ~ Which ‘three are ;3PS

known to be the vfual + Titles of ,5,
the Scripture Pfalms. - t¥daun
- 2. Becauf® thefe, doubtlefs, beft £'™1C1D
- deferve the Title of Spiritual Somgs, Z;‘fé:m
. ‘which were endited by the #mme- &
- disse Infpivation of the Holy Spirit. SN0
- 3. Becaufe wherefoever weread yoreh o
. theword || Pfalms in the New To- the Title of
- flamen, tive Divine Penmen. gene- Pfl 3.

. rally thereby manifeftly intend the li S% Luke
Book of Scripture-Pfaims. - And g, 4%
therefore ’tis molt reafonablé for agsy. so.

s to believe that they intend the & 13.33,

fame,at leaft more efpecially, when 35

they require us to fing Pfaims.

- 4. Becaufe finging the Soriptuwe

Pfalms, &s, 1 conceive, more likely
. : to
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What we are to fing.
¢o conduce to the Comfort, and

Edification, of every Chriftian. ;

Thefe being altogether unexcep-
tionable ; whereas the beft of bu-
man Compofures are not fo. If in thefe
Jaster there be but a feeming Deviati-
on from Truth, it may give caufe

of Scruple, in the finging thereof : :

But now as to the Scripture- Pfalms
’tis otherwife; For every Chri-
ftian believing, that they were in-
dited by the infallible Guidance of
the Spirit of God, tho he fhould
not at prefent clearly underftand
fome Expreflions therein, yet he

can’t doubt of their Verity: And
therefore will more chearfully join

both Heart and Poice in finging
them. From thefe Confiderations
I can’t but conclude that the Scrip-

ture-Pfajms fhould be prefer’d be-

fore all other, and moreordinari-
ly ufed. And that whenany Mi-
nifter of Chrift makes ufe of other
Hymmns, which I think ought not to
be excluded, he ought, I humbly
conceive, to take great heed that

. they

y

\



B e

&

What we are to ji/xg . 61

they be exallly agreeable to the
Senfe, and, as much as may be, to
the wery Words of the Holy Scrip-
ture.

But it may be objeted, that the Obj. 1,
Apoftle direts us, not to ling the
Pfalms of David, but the ¥ Word *Cal. 3.
of Chrift, which he requires to dwell 5.

richly in us, in order to our perfor-
mance of this Duty.

~ To this I anfwer, 1. that the 4nfw.

Apoftle exprefly requires us to fing
Pfalms, Hymmns,and Spiritual Songs,

- by which, I have beforc fhewn, he

intends, at leaft more efpecially,
the Scripture-Pfalms. . Nor does his
enjoining us to fing thefe, at all
thwart his other Direion, that
our Minds be enrich’d with the
Word of Chrift, even in the ftricteft
fenfe of the Phrafe, wiz. his Word
as contained in the New-Teftament
Scriptures, as ’tis taken in the Ob-
jeGtion. For tho this be not necef-
fary to a mcer finging the Pfalms,
which indeed any one may do that
canbut read them, or hear them

read,
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What we are to fing. {

“read, and hath a Natural Faculty of "

.Si,“gfng= Yet in order to fuch @ =
Singing of them as the Apoftle re- ¥
quires, iz, with Grace in our Hegrts, *

’tis neceffary not enly that our #

Minds be enrich’d by the Word of &
Chrift, but alfo that our Hearts be =
transform’d into the Image of Chrift =
reprefented therein. Bnt, ¢

2. I further anfwer, that the :!
Pfalms of David, are litly call’d *
the Word of Cbrift, upontwo Ac- ¥
counts. E
. (1.) Becaufe it was the Spirit of
Chrift that fpake in David as well as =
other Foly Prophets. See ¥ Pet. .11. I

(2) Becanfe the Scriptures of .
the O/d as well as of the New Te-
Srament, and efpecially the Book of .
_Pfalms, do chiefly treat of Chrift, in =
their ultimate Senfe. And there- :

* Mac. 13, fore, as * the Word of the Kingdoin

19.

_means the Gofpel-Word, which
treats of the Kingdom: And as ¢

TM“' Y4 -+ the Fame of Fefus means the Fame
Genitivo - OF Report concerning him, fo, the :

objedti.

Pfalms may be fitly call’d the Woxi :
0,
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. o Chrift 5 becanfe they, in their
. ultimate:Senfe,. #r¢at of him. And
. fo, upon this double Account, we
. may be truly faid to fing tbe Word
. o Cbrift, when we fing she Pfaims
"« David, and confequently this
- Expreflion of the Apoftle makes
. pothing againit our finging thafe
© Pfalms. R
. 2ly. It may be objected, That the 0L, 2.
- Pfatms of David are not well fite :
. ted to the Occafions, and Cafes, of
Chriftians, they being compofed for
. the ufe of the Fewi/h Church.
.. But inanfwer to this, let it be’
“ confider™d; , 4 ‘

1. Whether this Objection be
. not as forcible againft reading
" them, or any other part of the Old
" Teftament ;, feeing the Ends we
- fhould propofe to our felves in
" fimging, are, in great part, the
. fame with thofe of reading, viz. te
" teach and admonifbh our [elves, and
~ ome ansther, Co
" . 2. The Pfaims, and other Scrip-
~ tures of the Qld Teflamens, were,
. as
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*Rom.1s. fign’d, and * written, for our Learn-:
4

* this latter Difpenfation. B

0b. 3.

W hat we are to fing. T
as well as thofe of the New, de- &

ing and Comfort, who live under

" 3. 1 doubt not but Chriftians i
may, both read, and fing, many
Paflages in the Pfalms, with much
more Underftanding and Profit, -
than the generality of the Fewifh !
Church could : tho they were pri- &
marily compos’d for them. For, :i
the great Truths therein contain’d,
were, in a great meafure, vail’d i
from them 5 but they are now elears ::
Iy reveald to us. Thus much for i
the fecond Obje&ion. -
" 3ly. It may be faid, that the A4- :

* Ephel . poftle’s Singing, requires being * fil-

18.
+ Col. 3.
16,

Anfw,

led with the Spirit, and -} enrich’d :
with the Word of Chrift. - But if we .

. may fing @ preferib®d Form, out of .

a Book, there is no need of either :
of thefe,. to enable us to perform -.
it. o " ' "
To this I anfwer, as before, that :
thefz are not requird to enable us -
mecrly to fing Pfalms ; but toenable

. us
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, WSto fing them sn ¢ right manner,

o
el

samely, with & gragious temper of

. Heart,and boly Affectiopsy without
" which neither this, nor any other
. Service, is acceptable to God. For
. tho we may fing Pfalms, yet we
- cap’t thus [ing them, without thefe
: Qualifications, -
. 4dy. Itmay beobjeled, That if0b;. 4.
. we- make ufe of a flinted Form in

. Singing by the fame Ryle, we may
intvoduce s fet Form of Prayer.

~,

<

65

" . lanfwer, 1. Thatthereis much 4nfw.
" difference betw«;n Prayherﬂ;and
: Singjng 5 Prayer lying chiefly. i

thegDe/iwes of {loe Heart, but Sing,ii
. ing, in a proper Senfe, in the Ex-
. preffions. of the Poice. And fecing
 alt Chriftians are, required to fing,
" and that #agether, as hath begn pro-
- wed : Hence it follows, that therg
“mulk be fome prepared Form -of
. Werds ; in Singing which all -may
" harmonioufly join together. But
. there isno need of the like Form of

. Words jn Prayer; becaufz joining
. together in that, requires only as

. Mnien of Heart. F 2.
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2, There is much Difference be-;
tween a Divine and Humane Form.,
g)oubtlefs for Chriftians to ufe a,
Scripture Form of found Words, .
their Prayers, is a Matter, not of;
Blame, but Commendation. But R.
follows not_therefore that there s,
any ground for Men of & fallibk,
Sperit, to compofe a Form of Pray-.
er, in their own words, and impof;
it upon others. : A
3. Had the Holy Spirit lefc us 4,
Book of Prayers, in the Scripture,;
and commanded us #o pray by it;
no ferious Chriftian, I prefume,
‘would obje& againft it. And-
therefore feeing he hath left us 4.
Book of Pfalms, and commanded ug
%o fing them, as hath been manife,,
fted, there is no reafon to fear,

‘that, by yielding Obedience heres,

in, we fhould be alfo obliged to.
the ufe of Formsof Prayer,impos’d
by Men. Thefe things being duly
confider’d, I hope, may be fufficient.
to remove all Difficulties in this

. sthly.

‘Objection.
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* "sthly. Some objed, that many 0. s.
- Expreflions of the Pfalmift do fo
* much exceed the Experience of moft
- among us, that they would be
- guilty of Falfbood fhould they re-
- peat them.  As for inftance, how
few can truly fay with David,
- * 45 the Hart panteth after the Wa-* Pl 4a.1.
 ter-Brooks, fo pamteth my Soul after
“thee, O God? And how few can

tuly fay with him, + Lord, mire+ e 131.
i Hears is not baughty ? And many L
“other Expreflions of the like kind.
' To fatisfy the Confciences of Anfw,
:Chriftians about the ufe of fuch
-Bxpreflions, and to inform their

.Minds into the right ufe of them,

:kt it be confider’d, That, fhould

:We, in reading fuch Expreflions, ap-

:ply them to our felves, as our own
:Experiences, tho they are not fo3

‘we fhould be no lefs guilty of Falf-

‘hod, than if we fo apply them, in

{mgmz them: And therefore, both
in-reading and finging, every one

fould endeavour to apply thefe,

and the like Expreflions, according
: F2 as

Y
;
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as they find them, upon careful
Qbfervation, to fute their feveral :
Cafes. 1f we find them agreeable to

our own Experiences, then we fhould -
#pply them by way of Comfors and -
Thank[yiving - Butif we find osr Ex- =
periences far below thofe Exprefli- :

ons of David’, then we fhould ap- -

ply them by way of Humiliation, '
Inftruction, Reproof, or Admongtion; :

to exsite and quicken our felves and
one \another, to prefs 4fter fuch ap -
excellent frame of Spirit. Thus
doing, I doubt not but the weakeft -
Cbriftians may make an edifying ufe

of the loftieft Expreflions ofg the:
boly Pfalmift ; tha be fo far out-:
fiript them in his Spirityal Attain-
ments. :
Obje@.6. 6thly. Tis by fome abjetted,
that the Pfaims contain many bitter
Imprecations againft the Plalmift’s .
Enemies, which to exprefs is can- :
trary tothe Law of Chrift, who :

* Mat. 5. bids us * love our Enemgscs, biefs and =
44 pray for them. : :

"To
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To this { teply: Firk, That Anfw.
inoft of thofe fecming Imprecatians
and Wifbes of Deftrution, againft
the Enemies of God,and his Church,
which we meet with in the Pfabms,
aré only Prophetical Declarations of
what fhould certainly befal them :
And as fuch they aré plainly ex- o
prefs’d in the * Hebrew Text, as * Bring

g ) generally in
divers -| Expofitors note. the Futwe

2. Su‘p'poﬁni fome of thofe Ex- g5,
. preflions can’t be fo well thus inter- + SeeDr.
. preted, yet being {poken by‘ a Pro- Hamnpnd
~ pberical Spirit, they import no more ‘t‘;’]‘éﬁ”‘:z;
. 'than _the Plalmift’s Approbation of pryg.
the Procedure of Divine Jutice,
- which he forefaw would take hold
" of fuch wicked Men. o

" 3. Moft of thofe Imprecations are
but Defires that temporal and out-
" ward Calamities miight befal them,
- for the Glory of Gody and the Spi-
ritual Good of themfelves, or others.
T his is plain by one Inftance, where
" - the Pfalmift thus prays, || Put them || Pf. g.20.
in fedr, O Lord; but ’tis that the
INations may kwow them]eFves to be bus
. F3 Men :
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* Exod.

23. 45 8e

Prov. 2¢.
2L

t Mar. 5. Gofpel, <+ Thou fhalt love thy Neigh~
43. ’ : 3 bour

What we areto fing. l

Men: And thus may we judg of s
others. And fure to with Tempo- i
sl Calamities and Chaftifementsz
( with an humble Submiflion to the &
Divine Wifdom ) for fuch excellest -
Purpofes, is no way inconfiftent with ;
Chriftian Cbarity. B

4. *Tis an unworthy Thought -
for any to fuppofe, that the Holy :
Ghott hath endited Pfalms unfuta- :
ble to that Love and Charity, which :;
every-where breathes through the
‘whole Scripture: Or, that either :
the Pfalmift, or any other of the -
People of God then, were allow’d -
to exprefsany thing therein with -
fuch a Spirit of Bitternefs and Re- ;

‘wenge, as is now inconfiftent with .

the Laws and Rules of Chriftiari- ;
ty. No, theSaints were then * re- -
quired to have the fame Tendernefs -
-and Charity to their Enemies as -
now, efpecially to their Souls. Nor
is there any thing, as I know of, in
the Old Teftament to the contra-
1y : For that which we read in the
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mr, and HATE ihine E , I
- nota Repetition of any Law g God

: requiring the Hatred of Enemles :
but the corrupt Glofs which the un--
charitable Scribes and Pbarifees had
: put upon it. Tis true, the [frae-
lites were prohibited all Friendly

Commerce with the Natsons that
inhabited the Land of Canaan be-

7t

fore them, and commanded * u¢-*Deut.7.2.

trly to -defiroy them > But this was.

hut ta be the Executioners of the
Sentence, which God, the great and
righteous Fudg, had ;uftly paft upon
them -for their borrsble Impieties ;
which none, I fuppafe, canreckon
unfit for Chriftians to do, or unfu-
table to Chriftian Charity, fhould
they have the like Call God
to warrant them in it as they had.
I conclude thereforg, that there is
nothing in the Divine Book of
Pfalms, but what every Chriftian,
by the gracious Ilumsnation and
Aﬂi ance of the Spirit of God,
ng with a truly Chriftian Spi-
nt, an mth much Comfort 2}({
T difie



VER

Of the Mamwor of Singing.

Edificaion to themfRlIves.- And thae ¢
netwithftanding al thefs Objeltia -,
ors, wé have juft ground to make
’ett the chief Aadter of our finging,

ahd prefer them:bieforeall others.

LFA NS VAT SN U WO SO WSV S SeT:
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. Pllms. 000

A ter. treated cofcertting the

Containing an Enyuiry into she. .
- & Manner of our Sirging:: Whe- |
“ther it (bould be in Profe, or -
. Metee,” Of the Metreof the

Aving i theipreceding Chip-

Matser to bedhsg, md Mowit that

it ought fo be. e;icﬁer the Sopdred
Pfalms, or at lealt: fich PamsteF
Eymns, d5. 516> $xaltly  agredably
with she Word: of God:; I cbmie
now 'to difcoutfe éonterhing: the
Mannir of onr Binging, #nd there:
In hall inquire into' two thigs, . -
SO T et U Fap,



Of the Manner of Singing.

© - Firff, Whetherthe Pfalmisare to
- be fing in Profe, that is, as wé cor-

fonly read them in our Bibles, or

it Metre ? Secoridly, Whether it be

lawful to fing according to fuch
Thnes asare inverited by Men? The

- formeér of thefe fhall be confiderd

in this Chapter, and the atter in
the following. c
. As to the former Enquiry, cofi«

¢ cerning finging ih Profe, or Perfe
- and Metve, I-fee no reafon to de-
- termine for either of thefe, exclu-
. five of the othér. ' For this, as well

xONT Ta Y3

=

= N

as many other circumfFantia) things
ih the Worfhip of ‘Géd, being nét
particularly determin’d in the Scrip+
tore, muft be left to every Chiwsh
of Chrift, and the Minifters thides

of, toufe that Method which they

jadg witl be moft for Edification,

- But yét tlins far, Lthink, we fd§

Gfdy give ont Judgment for fing>
ingin %’e‘rﬂt,ﬁﬂr ‘{gfqm, rather thaa

‘Profe. That finging in Profebbing . -

Thuch iore diffical, it hath been
founrd rieceflary where that isufed,

to .

9
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of the Manner of Singing..
ta have a certain Order of Men to

.
fil

34
vl

- .perform this Service exclufzve of :
others, which I doubt not to afirm

Queft.

Anfw,

to be altogether without warrant

in the Word of God. Whereas,

on the other hand, it hath been
found by Experience, eafy for all
Perfons in a Religious Affembly,

( provided they exercife due Care)

to (ingP{alms barmonioufly together,
to their Comfort and Edification,
‘when tranflated into Aetre. And
hereupon this latter way of finging
hath been, and is generally ufed
among the Proteftants, but the-for-
mer among the Papifts : So far is
this our Practice from that which
is frequently, though ignorantly,
charg’d upon it, as if therein we
were going back to Rome, o
" But it may be inquir’d,' what
Warrant we have from the Word
of God, to tranflate the Pfalms in-
to Englith Aetre to be fung?
To this I reply: Firft, That we
‘have as much ground for this, as
‘we have to tranflate the Scriptures

Lol into
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.into the Englifp, or any other

Tongue, to be read : For tho fuch a
Tranflation of the Scriptare be np

where exprefly commanded in the
.Word of God; yet forafmuch as all

are commanded to fearch the Scrip
tures, and ’tis impoflible that t
greater number of Perfons fhould
thus do, unlefs they are tranflated
into their own Language: Hence
%tis allow’d by all Proteframs,

‘that the Commands which injoin

the reading of the Scriptures by
all,do implicitly require the Tran/-

_lation of them; and accordingly

that thofe who have faithfully and
learnedly taken Pains in fuch a
Tranflation of the Scripture, have
therein been greatly ferviceable to
the Intereft of God and his Church.
In like manner we argue in our
prefent Cafe, that feeing all are
commanded to fing the Pfalms, and
’tis impoflible the greater part
fhould fing them, unlefs they be

“tranflated, nor fing them tho tran{-

lated, fo commendably, unlefs trani-

lated

75
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lated into AZetre + Hence it equally

follows, that the Commands re- .
‘quiring all to fing the Pfalms, do
‘implicitly require the Tranflation .
of them, and fuch 4 Tvdnflation of
them, as may render the fingivg of .,
‘them mott eafy and plain, to the |

l%e‘:neralityv ot Chriftians; which °,
xperietice hath abundantly tefti- .

to be that of .Afetre. .
t therefore judg it vety reafo-
‘nable to conclude, as before of the
“Tranflators of the Bible, that thofe
that have faithfally and learnedly
taken Pains in this tranflating the
Pfalms, have in fo doing, been very
fetviceable to the Intereft 6f God,
and his Church. Arnd for any to
Hpeak contémptuonfly of fuch Tranf-
lations of this holy Book of Pfalms
in Verfe or Rhyme, (provided they
truly exprefs the Seafe of the holy
Spirit ) is no lefs a Dithonour caft
upon the Word of God, than fo to
fpeak of any other Tranflation of

“the Seriptures. ;

2. The
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. 2. ThePfalms and other Scrip-
. tyre-Songs are hy the holy Pen- .

‘' meRn, written. in Hebrew Verfe, or

. Metre: and therefore fure ’tis at’

- leaflt as warrantqble to tranflate
- them into Ewnglih Ferfe as Profe.

- That they are written in Hebrew

* Verfe, and not in Profe, tho denied
"~ by fome, (very impraper Judges
- of it) is attefted by the concur- -
~ rent Evidence of the generality of

- the Learned, both Antient and Ao-.

© dern. °Tis faid that fome of the

- prefent Jews deny it 5 hut Fofephus,

- a: very learned one, and who, li-

ving while the Temple ftood, and

the Jews were in their own Land,

muft be concluded a far better

Judg of this matter, than any in’

our day: ““ * He, {peaking of the™* Antig.

«¢ Pfalms, affures us, that DawidIud. bib.7.

< compoled to the Honour of God, “Y- 1

<« Odes and Hymns in + divers :m,u'“,g

¢ Rinds of Verfe, fome || Trimeter,|| 7ic «i

¢« and others Pentameter. P Tems-
And again, -fpeaking of the 78 7%

Song at the Red Se, he“faith

YusTeus, &
b Mo~ womzwe
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* Lib, 2. ¢ * Afpfes compofed a Somg, con-
cap. 7., ¢ taining the Praifes of God, and’
.']" o wnen - Thankfgiving, - in Hexameter
(b ¥y« Verfe.  And || fpeaking of his
cap.8.  ¢“ Seng recorded, Deut.32. he tells:
P il ¢ us, that’tis glfo an * Hexameter
duileor- « poeyy, The like is attefted by
tPrzp. E- -} Eufebius, and alfo by Hierom,
vang. lib. Aygyfine, Theodoret, and divers o-
11- & 5 ther Authors Antient and AModern,
f LyraDz- cited at large by the learned || Go--
Vidit  yngrus 5 he himfelf alfo fully de-

monftrating the trath of it, by

giving many hundreds of Inftances

of the feveral kinds of Verfe ufed

in the Pfalms, telling us further,
*Pag.107. out of * Gemebrard’s Chronology,

¢ That the firft and only Perfon

¢ (among the Antients) that de-'-

“ ny’d this, was Fulian the Apo--
¢ ftate, who from his deadly and
¢ impious hatred to the Chriftians, '
¢ denyd this Honour of compo-"
“ fing Verfes to'the holy Prophets.

A very ill Example for any Chri=" :

$ It Jo- ftian to follow. -+ Adercerus like-
:“"; “4p. wife, a very learned Profeffor gf"
i the



Of the Manner of Singing. 29
. the Hebrew Tongue, hath much
{ concerning the Zerfe and Metre of
. the Pfalms, and the Book of Fob,
- which he tells usis written in #erfe;
- from the beginning of the third
. Chapter to the beginning of the
. laft. The fame thing is affirm’d :
, by the famous * Buxtorf, who di- * Thefaur.
. ftiné&tly fhews the feveral kinds of G?’“‘“‘“’
. Verfe found in Scripture, and alfo P-608, &c.
. thofe ufed by the later Rabbins.
. Thus alfo 4 Leufden, now Pro-+t Philolo-
- feflor of the Hebrew Tongue at gus He-
, Utrecht. ' Difens
- Lattly, EnglithReadersmay find = = 7*
_ this largely difcourfed by ourin-
~ genious Country-man, || Mr. George li Preparat.
- Withers, who gives feveral In-ffePiat.
~ ftances, not only of the Ferfe of P ¥
~ the Pfalms in the Hebrew Bible, but
~ alfo fhews, that divers of them
are in Rbyme, in the vulgar Notion
 of it. The like is allo afirm?d, - )
- and in part prov’d by the * Iearned * Excil. of
- Mr. Edwards. - Seript. P..
~ “Thus we have a Clod of learned 375 &
-~ Witneffes, concurrently teitifyigg,
Lot that
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that the Pfslms, and fome othey

parts of Scripture, were ori c%mally ,
written in Hebrew Perfe, and fomg |

in Rbyme, ngt much unlike ours. -

And yet notwithftanding all this,

fome would have us believe that ng :

partof theScripture was fo written. |

And fucthermare, that the Jews ufe

none in their Singing at this day, ,

‘but that 4l they do is # Profe, nof '

in Rbyme. Which Affertion muf} |

- proceed from Ignorance, or what

1s. worfe: for ’tis well known t9 .

thofe that are skill’d in their Lany :

" gunage, that they have now many '
Songs in Hebrew Verfe and Rbyme,

which they fing. with the, conjoin’d

" Pojces of the wholeAﬂ'gmbly. Out .

of one of which, fung by them op .

tha Evening of them Sabbath, yoy |

have. a Citatjon copcerning our .
gloriows Aeffia, mention’d by the

* Exere. 08 learned ¥ Dr. Owey,, . v
W Aar. T furgher fuggeﬂ:ed to. leﬁea :
3"‘°3' this Divine Praitice, that ’tis whol- |
Iy new, and thas finging of Pfalms,
as we now ufe it, was ueuer pracki

Je

iy =
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. fed by any of our Brethren before us.,

» Whereas ’tis well known, that fe-

* veral of the Baptized Churches have

~ been divers Years in the Pratice of

-'it. And a Reverend and Learned

- Minifter of the Gofpel, in the Pre-

- fice to a Book, publithed above for~

-ty Years ago,againft Infant-Baptifm,

- affures us, that he, and the Church

' under his Care, were none of thofe

- that % refus’d finging of Pfalmsto * Skyn-

- the Homour of God. - Yea, we arebers Cor-
* farther told, not only that this ™": ¢

: Praice is' new among ws, but alfo?, ;: of the

© that it was never ufed s the Worid

¢ by any other, till about the time of Beza

- and Calvin, in the laft Century. .
- -WhichAffertionisgroundedup-"

- on the Authority of a very fowrri- =
. lous -+ Author, tho cited with the R wat-
. fplendid Title" of Rewerend, who fon Chap-
- plainly difcovers himfelf to be ve- Z;: Xi the
1y Popifbly affeled, if not a Papiff ; Ly l"ﬁf
i for his main Defign in his Book, is Y.~ -
. toblame Dr. Cofin, then Dean of .
- Peterborough, for' choofing, when

~ beyond Sea, to'communicate with

‘ G Gene=
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Geneva, rather than Rems 5 that is,
‘with thofe Protefiamts, rather than.
the Papifis : Which Pratefbanis be.
very rudely inveighs sgaintt, as
taking occafion, by finging the
* Pag, 32. % Genewa Figs (for o he ?romdy,;
calls the hl‘y Pfalmas of Danyd,
tranflated into French Matre) %o,
‘commit many Outrages, and Re-
‘bellions. To which he adds many.
. absfive Refleltions upon. Adarot;ome,
of the Tranflators of them. - And.
© -all this grounded upon the Tefhi-
... mony of Adak and Stradn,
two_ Jefuit Writers. . The grofs
Falfwod, and Impertinence of
which, is largely fhewn by ihe
t AW“;'- tearned + Furiew, and by || anotber
e BoUr jearacd Author. After all whick
mavowrs,  Scurrilities againft the Refarmer
‘emp. 7. ~beyond e, this Reverend Anthor
 Critique % comes to paraliel them with eurt
- here, and particularly with thefe,
Mofre du . : " |
Cabsiaifne, WhiCh. he calls Prvitans, and .Sap-,
. Lettre 14.9ifbs 5 and zheir finging the:Plalosit
Py 47+ Erench Metre, With ours doing iril
b Englifb Mewre. And berehe 1:&(‘
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* lefs lavith of tiis bittes Invejves

" than before. o

* But the Redder may perhaps a-

- lietle wonder, what fhou]d caufe

- -his Reverence, and KWis Fefuit Au-

¢ thers, tobefoangry at the Pfalms

» 4n Metre, and upon what graund

 they .could charge the iProteftants

. with Rebellion, upon the accafion

i of the finging of them? As to.thé

i former, they were not offended at

s he Plalms meerly becavfe in Ae- .
: #re, hut becaule thafe ¥ Adetrical * Tik o Re
- -Pfalms were ini theaulggr Langua- Welons
. ges.  As knowing, that heigg fo, "%
. they weré-a means ( as indeed:they

. were ) of fixing divers of the Di-

- vime Truths therein contain'd,

© ‘more firmlyin the Minds of the

. Valgar. .

: ~% Zsf a;l uheidﬁtz; ;‘l}e Wbo(l!e'

;- Adyfrery of that will biedifcover’d,

: if we ‘confider that this ddightful,

+ a8 well ds Diuine Pra&ice, was 4

- gricat niéans.of pramotigg.the Re-

v ﬂE&is?Mﬂiov.c Ai;ndﬂla,!: s P}é!'

R i o,
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* Nif. o fo, weare inform’d by * Dr. Bur- ;
;"‘ olf‘f""- net, an Hiftorian whofe Credit, ;
50 - P none, I fuppofe, will queftion, who -
. tells us, * That the Pfalms being :
¢ tranflated into Verfe, were much -

 fung by all that lov'd the Reforma-

P ¢ tion. And having fhewn how -
frequent this Pra&tice of finging ;

the Pfalms, in Metre, was in the :

Antient Churches, he further tells us, ,

that, ¢ The Affettions of Men, to ,

¢« the Work ot Reformation, were -

. ¢ every where meafured, by their .
 finging, or mot [inging thefe .

¢ Pfalms. And weare further told :

+ Synod. by 4 Mr.Quick, “ That the Pfalms, -
. Vol1. p.s. being tranflated into French Me- .
¢ tre, at the beginningof the Re- .
< formation, werefung by all forts ,
‘¢ and degrees of Men, in the Tem- ;
¢ ples,and in theirFamilies. That ,
“ no Gentleman, profefling the .
¢ Reform’d Religion, would fit
¢ down at his Table, without
¢ praifing God, by finging.  That |
¢ this holy Ordinance charmed the ,
£ Ears, Hearts, and Affe&ions, of .
> : ¢ Court
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“ Court and City, Town and
¢ Country. That this one Ordi-
* nance only contributed mightily

- ¢¢ to the Downfal of Popery, and the
;% Propagation of the Gofpel. Thus
: we fee that the Papifts rage at the

Pfalms in Metre, and in the vulgar
Tongues, proceeds from the fame

: Caufe, with their Rage againft the
. Tranflations of the whole Bible, into
- vulgar Tongues, namely, becaunfe
: they knew this was a means of

: opening the Eyes of People, to fee

their grofs Ervors, and Forgeries,
And hence tis, they fo furioufly
cry’d out, Rebellson ! Rebellion ! And
think then, Chriftians, whether

i your Brethren who plead for that
. finging of Pfalms, againft which

the Papifis were always fo much
inflam’d, are thereby endeavouring
to lead you back to Popery, as is hy
fome fuggefted. Or whether thofe
feem notrather to do fo, who alledg
the bitter Enemies of the Refor-
mation, as their Reverend Authors
againft-this holy Practice.

. ‘ G 3 And

35
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" And here, T can’® but: judg it
nieet t(:;%ivé you & brief Ad vertife-
ment; of the ftrange Accownt we
hdvé concerning the Téftimony

gives, flom Fleaved, to this excel- |
fent Pradice of finging, even thoft

Pfaims; which you but now. tead;
were fo revil’d by the Remanifis.
¥ tean that melodious, and ravifhe

ing Singing, which was very often -
Keard in the Air, ifi divers part§
© of Framce, abotit the time whed :

the Temples: of the poor Fremch
Privefioms were demoliied, ad
their Mowths ffope, from finging
the Divine Praifes; By their bar:

batows Perfecttors. * An Accotint,

which indeed, for the Strafigenefd
of iv; feenes inceddible. Bur yet it
conmmarids cur Afint; becaufe at-
tefted by gteat Numbers of eredss
bié Perfous; apon thcit Jolemn Onths.
- ¢ Thefe ravifhing Adelodies, and
¢ Tothetirnes the vety W ords of fomt
¢ of their Pfabms,were feard by mas

* ¢ ny thobfurrdy, Aot oriby Prosefbaits,

t but Papifis 418, who could not

.....

1
d
i
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. ¢deny the matter of Fa&, but ma- -
. *licioufly afcrib'd it, like the Seribes ‘

. *and Pbarifees of olcf to the Dewil.
- But I hope none of my Readers

; Will venture to be of their Mind:’

- but rather, with the Reverend Re-
, porter, and divers other pious Mi-

- nifters, afcribeit to the-boly Mgels;,
i a pearing to bear a Teftimony to

. this Divine Pradice, at that time fo
- furioufly oppofed by the Devil; and
y his cruel Inftruments. A large and

icular account of this is given,

873

| hy the learned Furies, in his * Pa- o LN

. foral Letters,
. Before I conclude this Chapter,

. that you may know that the time

. of Beza, and Calvin, in the laf
. ,? , is not the moft antient Date
, of finging in Metre and Rhyme, as s

tcndeﬁ, let me cite the words of
Eufebm who fpeaking of the Chri-
. Riansin E about the fecond, or

their time in Contempla-

¢ tion, bat they compofe Songs,

¢« andHymns to the Praife of God,
G4 « of

L AR WA T W TR

Hift. llbz
Cap. 17.

‘ tbwd é alth 4 ¢ Theynotonly + Ecl
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* judpsis. ¢ and folemn * Rbymes.

- The Lawfuinefs of

- ¢ of all forss of Metre, and Mufical .

 Perfe, which they writ in grave .

1

.
o

CHAP. VL

Shewing the Lanfulnefs of finging
.é)'z‘i’tiﬁcial Tunes. Objections -
anfwer’d,  The Conclufion.

N:the Chafgter laft read, I hope :
lfome Satisfattion hath beengiven ,
to the fifth Enquiry, concerning .
the Lawfulnefs of finging the .
Pfalms, in Aetre, or Rhyme. '

N
B

Se. 1. The laft thing, to be accounted ‘

for in this Chapter, is the Lawful- .
nefs of vfing Artificial Tunes, in

finging the Praifes of God. For the
clearing of which, I defire that .

- thefe things may be confider’d. |

1. That we are commanded to

$iCor.14. + do all things, in the Worfhip.of |

40 God, decently and in order.

1
‘2. That



Artificial Tunes in Singing.

. 2. That in many of the external
Modes, and Circumftances of Di-
vine Worthip, thereis no particu-
lar Prefcription, in the Word : but
Chriftian Churches are left at li-
berty, in thefe things, to order them
fo, asthey fhall judg moft for Edi-
fication. , :

. 3. That this Liberty, as I con-
ceive, does not authorize any num-
ber of Men, in a Chriftian Church,
to prefcribe Rites and external

89

Modes, of Divine Worthip, ac- ~

cording to their own Judgments,
and impofe them upon all others,
in their Communion. But thefe
things onght to be order’d by the
mutual Agreement of, at leaft, the
major part of the feveral Members
of it.

4. That feeing it is certain (as
I truft hath been fatisfaorily pro-
ved) that ’tis the Duty of all the
AMembers of a Religious Affembly,
to fing the Praifes of God, and that
with conjoin’d Poices, it is necefla-
1y, tothe end that this may b‘i done
. cent-



o

Sed?. 2.
Obj. 1.

Anfo.

Singing: with Ars -defended
decently, and in order, that fome ge-
neral Rule fhould be agreed: upon;

according to which each may o

order thetr Voice; as that the whole
Aflembly may fing barmonioufly,
and without Confufion. Now fucha

Seneral Rule is shat, which is ufbally

call’d a Tune, which therefore is
neceffary to the orderly performance
of this Duty. R B

And whereas it may be objeéted;
That this kind of Singing reqiiires
forne Skill in the A4rt of AMufick, for
the right performance of this part
of the Service of God. '

1 anfwer, thelike Obje&ion may
be made againft reading the Scrips.
tare, and other Duti¢s of Religjon,
which.can’t be perform’d to Edifi

- €ation, without fome Skill in read-

ing, which is a part of the vt of
G‘rgammr, and Ii):rrﬁcedful te I:{
fearn’d by one mearns or other. And
all, 1fiippofe, will grant, thatthe
greater Proficients any are in this
+r1, the mote fit they areto et

e - form



Singing wish Ars deferided; or
form this Service, of reading the
Scripture; to pubhck Edification,
provided withal they are otherwife
qualified, with the gracionws Endow- *
oents of the Spirit of God. -
~ I know thete are fome, who Obje& 2,
through Miftake, feem fo think it -

a Difbenour to God, to plead for the
leaft ufe of Ars, in any part of his
Service, the teachmg of the Spirit -
being ﬁlﬂicnent thhout Art to -
dired es therein.
 Bat I entreat fuch to conﬁder Anfw.
two things.

Firft, That there is no Contrari:
et betwcen the teaching of the $yi-
riv, and a fober ufe of 4t ; alt uft-

. ful Arts and Sciences, heing’ origi-

nally the Gifts of God, and Effects

of the common’ lﬂummanom of bis

Spirit. ‘The Arts of Plowing, Somw-=

ing, and Threfhing, and, by 2 like

reafon, Il other ufcful Avis, ares g .p.
otiginally taught by him, as the 24—29,
¥ Prophet tells us. Even by hint t Jam.147,
who is the t Father of LIGHTS, he ;mn m
being the Author of the. Ltgbt of the 11geh

© Na- plalm,
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¥Rom.11.
36.

Singing with Art defended.
Nature -and A4rt, as well as that of*
Grace and Glory : And fo the Giver
of every good Gift. Andfeeing they
are ¥ fgom bim, they ought (in a
due manner) to be devoted to bim.

2dly. Confider, . that much Ar¢
was ufed by the holy Pen-men of
the Scriptures in writing them:
As is evident in the Artificial Com-
pofure of fome Pfalms, and other
parts of Scipture, particularly the
119th Pfalm, where, as you may
partly fee inour Tranflation (but
’tis more evident in the Original )
cight Verfes together, throughout
the whole Pfalm, begin with the
fame Letter : -And:fo the whole is,

by the Pfamift himfelf, divided

into two and twenty equal Parts,
anfwerable to the two and twenty
Letters of the Hebrew dlphabet. In
which curious Compofure, Idoubt
not, but he aim’d at both the De-

~ light of the Reader or Singer, and

fo to facilitate the Remembrance of
the excellent Matter of this Pfalm,

‘which appears as a Siar of the firft

Magni-



4
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Magpitude, among the reft of its
lright Companions. ~ And feeing
the that- 4rt was ufed by the in-

: fallible Pen-men, in writing the

Plalms 5 why fhould it be thought

: thwarrantable, to make a fober ufe

: of it in finging them?

But there is yet another Diffi-

culty, needful to be clear’d, which
» is, that if we pra&tife this conjoint,
- and melodious Singing: By the
. fame Rule, we may alfo introduce the

: ufe of Mufical Infiruments sherewith,

as was the Prattice of the Fewifh

: Church of old, and is ftill the Prattice

of fome.

93

0b.3.

To remove this Scruple, 1défire Anfw.

that thefe feven following things
may be confidered. © -

-1, That in thofe * Scriptures of + pfal. gs.
the Old Teftament, which call yp- 1. & 100.

on the Churches of the New, to!

fing the Praifes of God, there is no
mention of Mufical Inftruments.
Nor, 2. Isthere any mention of

‘em in thofe -} Exhortations, which + Ja.g.13.
we: have to - this Pradice, in the Efh.s.19.

, 2. Ifa.
$2. 8,

New Col. 3. 17-
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- °° New Teftament, which only 4. !
o quire vs to fing, with Heart and *
. $oice, withont any mention of In« !

ﬁrz'ments of Mufick.
3. The like is to be faid coa~ ;
cernm% thofe Examples, whxch wg
have of Religious Smgmg, in the 1
“Mat.aﬁ Nbe»; Tegalt]ment as * thofe of 1
3% Cureff, and his Apofties. - 1
Mar. ’g 4. It hath b;i{iﬂl think, fuﬂicp- .
Ad.16.25. ently proved, that fi inging the &
Praifés of God is 4 Moral Duty,
and confequently {erpetu.zl wjucﬁ !
hone, as I'kdow of, do fo much as »
Fretend concerning the nfe of Muc i
cal Inftruments therewith, Yea; :
: Idoubt notto conclude, that
the uﬁmf Mufical In&ruments, i v
the Fewi/h Worfhip, was to us 1o
-other than gypical. Thtsl take to :
be fufficiently clear, pattly fromt
whatluth been faid, and more ful¢
y from the mention we have af »
% Rev. 14 ~ Harps in particular; in the Book
a.& 15.20.0f Revelations; which, as there i
mention’d, the generahty of egr i
be& Modcm Expofitors mterprqt G
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in 3 * figawative fende, as having re- * Thws the
ference to the typical wle of them, m&
andor the Lap, #ad denoting the porpen
Jwees Progrefs and Eﬁ‘e‘?‘of the Gof- Cluverus,

085 endvhegreas Chearfuinefs of truly Mede, md

1 Ghriftian Hearss, i praifing God for Clrky in
* tbe fame. . 1n like manner - Chryfo- '1'3,':,‘ g

. fiom {among the Antients) {Peaks gipers o

of thofe Mufical Inftruments, ufed tiocs mer.

: meder the Legd Difpenfation, astiw'd b.
- dypical, and densting that Feuful- ﬂ"'s"”"
- efs of Hearts, and that Harwey, c,iiy:-"“ﬁ
. ;ni ﬁfﬂm of Afinds which tTom, 3.

Yound in Chrifimusfinging p- 634. s
'Gad’sPraifes nnder the Gofpd. PL 149.3.
that aceordingly, we fheuld labour

. after fuch a Tamper of Fears, i1 .

sur finging, when weare call’d up-

; 1on fpirstuslly (35 vhey werg liserally)

to praife Gotl with the Harps Cym-
‘hal, Pfaktery, &c. And this Ne-

. “tian, [ taketo be cleanly maoifeft,

. by the holy Pen-man’s joind

- i Harps, with Goden Vials, and [Rev. 5.8:
. sAncenfe ;, wehichwe know to besypi-
. -cal-of the Medigion, angd Righseonf-

. mefs of Cheilt, .~ =

6. We



6 Singing with Art defended.
‘ 6. We have undoubted Teftie

|

' monies, that Religious Singing was :
the frequent Pra&ice of the Chri- ;

- ftian Church, in the Ages near the ;
Apoftles time, which yet fay ‘no- ;

. thing of the ufe of Mufical Inftru-

; ments, being join’d- therewith.
» PliniiJib. Thus ¥ Pliny teftifies concerning
ro. Epift. the Chriftians in his days, at which
1o1. ad’ time Fobn the beloved Difciple was
‘?;';;“}:;'ﬁ' living, as - Zanchy notes. - The
s 18, fameis-confirm’d by Eufebius, who
- alfo mentions this Epiftie of Pliny.
And Tertullian likewife (who lived

in the third Century) fpeaks of .

this as the frequent Pradice of the
"Chriftian Church in: feveral places

§§ Patiw- of his|| Works. And again, 4w

larlylib. 2. gyftive a great Writer, famous for
€4 39 | earningand Piety, in the end of
‘the_fourth Century, tells us that
* Confefl. * they them fang together, with Voices
lib.g.cap.7. and Hearts, but. makes no mention
e of Mufical Infiruments. And a little
lower he tells us, thiswasthen the
Pra&tice.of almoft 4l the Churches
in the World. And in the next
o - Book,

K

i
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i Book, he treats more largely con-

]

cerning the fame thing ; which I

: think needful to give fome diftin

.
4

¥

account of, becanle find him very
unfairly cited by * one, toa dire&t* 6.G.R.

. centrary purpofe, namely, to make P38- 19¢-
. us believe that thus to fing was then
@ new thing; that st got emtrance
. with great difficulty; that AMufical
o Infiruments, as well as Voices were
. . shen ufed, in the perfermance of it ;
. and that Auguftine was againft both >

|

but how truly either of thefe things

- areinferr’d, from Auguftin’s words, -

let every Impartial Reader judg.

He, complaining that he was fome- t 4usf.
times thrd Infirmity more affected f;”'ﬂ“’":_'
with the pleafant found of Singing, 1i£i:§?:&o '
than with the excellent Matter, thus autem
{peaks: ¢ -} And fometimes being han¢ ip-
% immoderately careful to avoid @m falla-

< this Fallacy, I err (on the other foge it

_ % fide) by too muchSeverity ; but s cavens,

4 fometimes to that degree, that I erro nimia
« could wifh that all the Melody of feveritate.
< thofe fweet Songs, of which ‘S:t‘:r;:":‘:
« Plalter of David is full, were y¢ melos
o H ¢ re- omne, s
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. % removed from mine Ears, and:

* Verunta- “ from thofe of the Church; and

men cumce methinks the fafer way is what:

{;‘;‘;"m'gcs“ « 1 retember hath been often tok:
- maas, quas © T€ concerning Athanafius,Bifhop:
fudi ad * of Alexandria, who canfed the:

cactus Ec- ¢« Rehearfer of the Pfalm, to found:

gelizaiz, it forth with fach a moderase al.-

dit reca- v teration of the Voice, that he:

perarz fi-** ‘'Wwas more like a Speaker, than-a:

dei mez: 4 Singer. Butdoth Auguftine ftop:

z muoe b= here, as the fore-mention’d Auther:

moveor, | VETY unfairly does, in citing him ¥

non canre, NO 3 but he immediately goes on:

fed rebusthus, * ¢ Yet when I remember:
quz can-« the Tears which I pour’d forth:

;g’;';;f“'“ « at the finging of thy Church,

vece & ( this being a means, as he had ex-:

conveni- Pplain’d himfelf before, to affe& his

entiffima  Heart with the Divine Truths, fung

g:l‘:d“cl;;‘_‘ by them) «at my firft Converfion,

canwur ;- and evennow whenIam mov’d

magnamin.** not fo much with the Tune, a¢

" fieadi_bu- < with the Things which are fung;
Jus wilita- ¢ ywhile they are fung with a clear
;4w rurlis e proioe and with the moft agree-

uofco, "
;5,,,, ig - able Afelody; 1 then again dc-
dem, . « know-
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- % knowledg the great Bencefit of this

-« Pradice. - Thus if we take his

- words together, as we certainly

- ought, we may eafily fee how re-

- mote: they are from that fenfe,

- which was violently fqueez’d out -

- of them. And,

~ Laftly, Some of the Antients
~notonly fpeak of Religious Sing-

- ing, as the frequent Practice of the

- Church, without any mention of

- Mufical Inftruments being join’d

- with it, but alfo fo as to exclude

~ them. :

-~ Thusthe Author of thofe ¥ Que- * Refponfs
- ftions and Anfwers, formerly taken ad orthod,
. to be Fuftin Martyr, who livd in

. the 2d Century, (but rathera Wri-

- ter of the sth) fpeaks, - “ Why + Queft.
- % do we ufe Songs, after the man- 107.

- “ nerof thofe that wereinan || In- |y,

. % fant State, underthe Law? The
.Anfwer to this Queftion is as fol-

. lows. ¢ Simply to fing, is not pro-

% per to Infants, but to {ing with

. & % Lifelefs Infiruments ; wherefore * gJysep.
. % finging with the ufe of fuch In- égrydvar. -
o H2

« firu-

.
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& flruments, agreeing tothofeinan
¢ Infant-State, is not (now) ufed
¢ inthe Church, but fimple inging
¢ (without them) remains therein.
And very fully to the like por-
* Ir Pfal. pofe we find * Chryfofiom fpeaking
14s. Tom. (about the beginming of the fifth
3 P-824- Century ) * Dawid (faith he) of oid .
¢ fang Pfalms, and we fing with .
“ him, at this day. Heliad a Harp
+ vevgay *© tuned with -} Jifelefs Strings, .
adiyar. % the Church hath one now with
l| revesy ¢ || Hwing ones: Our Tongues, the
iwdy@n ¢ Strings of our ratiomal Harp,
“ make indeed different Sounds,
« but they barmonize in the Ex.-
¢ preflionsof Piecty. For Menard
¢ Women, old and young, are di-
¢ ftinguifh’d, in regard of Sex and
: ¢ Age; yet they are not diftin-
“urwdie * guith'd, inrefpedt of their * £ar-
% mony in finging : for the AMfnds
“ of every one, governing their
¢ poices, make one Melody of thein
“ all ; as alfo David himfelf fig-
* ‘nifies, calling upon every.Age,
< and each Sex, to make a Alarmony
. o « in

|
|
1
l
o
!
'.

—



Singing with Ayt defended, 108
- ¢ in finging, while he faith, * Zet* Pf. 150
- % every thing thas bath Breash, praife G
- % the Lord. : .
-~ - So that, confidering thefe things
' together, you fee %tis fufficiently
: manifeft, that tho we have unque-
- flionable Authority, from the Wwrd
of Gad, to fing the Divine Praifes,
. with conjoin’d Voices in the beit
' manner we can, yet we havenot fo
- 80 join Mufical Infiraments there-
. with, Norareweoblig’d (asone.
- fuggefts) to obferve. therein all
- thofefeveral Rules, thatwere pre-
- ferib'd to the Fews in their {inging,
- as a part of the Temple-worthip.
= Nor heed we, for the defence of
- our Pra&tice, give any diftin& An-
- fwer to thofe many impertinens
- Queftions that are ask’d, about
- their chief Chanter; their being clo-
. thed in white Linen, their Cymbais,
. Pfaltevies, Harps, Trumpets, Organs,
* or other Aufical Infiruments. Nor
- have we any ground to think (as
. is further fuggefted ) “that thofe
that fing-in Profe, and bave Mufick,
] H 3 and
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and are clotbed in white Linen, and
bave Chorifters, with a Chanter to give
Inftructions, have more warrant for
their Praftice, than we have: Thefe
Additions to this Divine Praitice,
fufficiently appearing to be .only
typical in the Fewi/b Church, and
confequently, I conceive, fuperfti-
tiows in the Church of Rome, or

any other that ftill pra@ifeth futa-
ble thereunto. Norneed we, more
particularly, make any Reply to
other Queries, about ' this matter.
‘W hat hath been faid, 1 hope, may |
prove fufficient, if duly confider’d, -
to help thofe, that need any help
herein, to anfwer all needful Que-
ftions that may be ask’d about-it:
And to take off the Edp of every
Ax that is laid to the Root of this
Tree of God’s own planting, and
not [prung up to the jult Trouble,
much lefs to the defiling of any, as

is unworthily fuggefted, by a late

_Oppofer. Nor letany tender Chri-

ftian fear hisabufed Applicationof
thofe words of qur Saziour, to this
- his

\
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his own Appointment, * In wain do* Mac. 15
they worfbip me, teaching for DolFrine ge
the Commandments of Men.

. But it is yet enquired, what Pre- Queft.
cept or Precedent we have for Singing,
cither at the Lord’s-Supper, or yefore
or after our Sermons ? For, *uis faid,:
notbing fhort of this will end she C o=
trover(y.

I reply, that as to finging at the Anfi,

Lord’s-Supper, we have Chrift’s
own Example, for our Precedent,
which hath been fhewn to be equi-
valent to his Precept. And as to
finging before, or after Sermon, we
arg exprefly commanded to-}- come +PAl. .
before  God’s Prefence” with Smg-' ” and
ing, which I have || before fhewn" P‘g 36,
to be no lefs an Injunction upon
u, than divers others in the Old
Teftament, which none queftion to
be fo. But whether this is to be
done before Sermon, or after it, or
both, is not indeed partlcularly de-
termin’d in Scripture, any more

than we are therein parucularly
enjoin’d, to pmy before and after Ser-
. H 4 mon.
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mon. But as the Reafon of the
thing is look’d upon, by all, a fuffi-
cient Rule in this, fo ought it to be
in the other. For as we have abun-
dant reafon to bumble our felves be-
fore God, and pray to him, both
before and 4fter Sermon, in the fenf®

of our own Vilenefs and Weaknefs =
fo we have no lefs reafon to rejoice:

beforé him, and fing his Praife, at
both thefe times, in the fenfe of bis
smmenfe Goodnefs. And when any
fhall give us a more particular Pre-
cept, or Precedent for the forser,
1 doubt not but we fhall be able,
readily to produce the fame for

“the laster.

But there is yet a farther Ob-
{f&ion, which I juft now remem-
er | have feveral times met with,

. algainﬂ: this Duty, namely, that
7

[inging the Praife of God be a mo-
ral Duty, and of perpetual Obligation,
“bow comes it tobe fo frequently omisted
in a time of Pg[ecution ? :
To thisI anfwer: 1. That ’tis
poffible this, and other Duties,.:“ay
. have
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have ‘been too much omitted (a9

to the publick performance of them)

in a time of Perfecution, through
Infirmity and overmush Timoronf=

#efs: And therefore ’tis very ans

fafa arguing from the Practice, even

of good Chriftians, in performing

or omitting of Duties, to prove

their Obligmion or Nom-obligation’s

they being (tho fincere in the main)

liable to manifold Infirmities and
Miftakes. . '

2. All Chriftians, I fuppofe, will

readily grant that we are under

moral and perpesual Obligations to
‘promote the Glory of God, and
- the Salvation of our Neighboars,

as much as poffible we can: And

that, in order to this, we ought

-not only prvately to pray, and con-

‘verfe together, about the Matters

‘of Religion ; butthat the Members

-of a Chriftian Chutch ought pub-

“Hekly to affemble together, openly

to profefs the Dodrines of Salva- -
tion, and * bold forth the Word of % #hil, »:
Life in publick preaching, forcothe x6.
N j . N~



306 Simging with Art-defended.
€onverfion of Sinners.  Not will
any, | conceive, conclude againft
the conftant. Obligation of thefe
Daties, becaufe they have been of-
ten emitted, in a hot Perfecution ;
which Onufﬁon perhaps hath fome-"
times proceeded from overmuch
fear of the Violgnce of the Enemy.
1 fay perbaps, beeaufe I wonld not
enture pofikively to condemn any

" Chriftian. Church in this matter.
* Praecep- There bemg, as I think all Divines
u affrma-allow, much difference between the
tiva °bﬁ~* Affrmative and . Negative Pre-
ganc fem- o ‘cepts, even of the Moral Law ; in
::’ s ithat the latter not only bind always,
femper; but alfo to all times ;5 whereas the
vegativa former, the they bind always, yet pat'
‘r’b"gm sto all times; byt only to fuch:Op-
afi“:-;mi;tfpormmtles .as. God, in his good
Zurrzr. 1n<Providence,-affords for the perfor-
flir. Theo mance of them;. . The Determina-
log. pars z, tion of . which-Opportunities muft,
e 4% ingreat meafure,be left to the pious
Theolop.  Judgment of Chriftian Churches,
Chwift ivx and the Mlmfters thereof.

« % Gap. ILo.; . o . .
-r ’ ' * 3. The

e e e e

e e~ e B —y .

e e e e v e
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. The Omiffion of this Duty of

Rehglous Singing hath not been fo
general as the ObjeQion fuppofes.
I have been affur’d by feveral credis
. ble Perfons, that fome Congrega-
tions of diffenting Chriftians did
conftantly fmg Pfalms, in al their
Religious Aflemblies, in the lat-
ter Perfecution amongﬂe us, and
yet were fo preferv’d, by the good -
Providence of God, that this Pra<
&ice proved no In)ury to thenr.
And as to the Primitive Churches;
under theten firft Perfecutions, wé
are affor’d by * Pliny, tho an Hea: * Lib. ro.
then, that it was their ufval Pra-Ep.101.3d
¢tice to affemble together beforer"f‘"’“
day ; and that among other parts of
Worthip, they weré-wont, in thofe
Aflemblies, to join togetber in fing-
ing Hymms to Chrift as God. The
fame s affirm’d by -|: Tertullian and + Apol.
‘other Chriftian Wmers who hVed ap- 35
'm thofe firft Ages.

- So that if thefe things be weﬂ
confider’d, it will, I hopc, fuffici-
-ently appear, that neither this Ob-
g jection,



10%

Caxclufion. =~
jeltion, nor any preceding ones,
have any force againft the univer<
fal, and perpetual Ohligation of
this Duty.

The c.oNCLvsiom

Shall therefore, my dear Bre-
then, here conclude, defiring
that thefe things may be ferioufly
confider’d, and calmly weighd in
the Ballance of the Sanffuary. And
then | hope they will be of fome

- wufe, to fuch as have not hitherto

had fufficient opportunity of look-
ing into the Grounds of -this Reli-
ious Pradtice. If any Light break
to-your Minds, concerning

this part of God’s Worfhip, by
reading this little Treatife, readily

+ and thankfully imbrace it, and live

no longer in the migled? of this
excellent Duty. Let nothing hin~
der us from joining together here,
in warbling forth the praifes of our
God, which we doubt got -will t‘l:e

3 e
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the Work of glorified Saints to
Eternity. ' -
. But if after all, we fhould not

109

be every onc exally of thefame

Mind and Fudgmenr, in this mat-
ter, yet * Jet Brotherly Love com-
tinue. ~ And, + endeavouring to keep
the ’Um?' of the Spirit in the Bond of
Peace, let us all jointly labour tb

¥*Heb, 13,
) 18
tEph.4-3.

promote the common Intereft of

‘God and Souls. - :
And as for thofe of us, who are
Tully perfwaded of our Daty, in
Religious Singing, et us endea-
vour, as much as in us lies, to per-
form'iteven in the ourward part of
it, with all poflible Decency and
Order-: But efpecially let us in thisy
and all other parts of Divine Wor-
thip, look well toour Spirits.  And
labour that both our Hearts and
Lives may barmonize with our ex-
cellent Profeflion. That, in our

whole Paffage through this evil ~

World, we may give convincing
Proofs, that we have not only the

"Name and Fornis, but alfo ‘the Life

and
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and Power -of Godlinefs.. That at
* A8s 20. laft we may * finifh our Courfe with
24 Yoy, and may -+ bave Hope in our
ﬂ‘""‘,}fDea:b, and comfortable Satisfa&i-
“on, that, through the perfe& Sa-
.- -« crifice and Righteoufnefs of our
L dear Redeemer, we fhall thereby
+ o 7. . be tranflated fiom this imperfed®
,Stare, and exalted. into Manfsons
of Glory, there with the general
"Affembly of Saints and Angels to
URev.s.13. fing Hallelujahs || to bin that fits up-
“on the Throne, and to the Lamb for

“ever and cver. .
® Heb.az, ¥ Now the God of Peace, that
a0, 21.brought again from the dead our Lord
Fefus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep,
through the Blood of the everlafting
‘Covenant, thus make us pﬁerfe& n
every good Work to do bis Will, work-
‘sng in us toat which 5 well-pleafing
‘in bis fight, through Fefus Cbrift.
4 Rev. 22. And then -} come Lord Fefus, come

20.quickly, Amen.

- POST-
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POST-SCRIPT.
IT being afferted.in this Treatile, that the
Divine Book of Pialms are written by

»~
-
i

© the Holy Pep-men, in Hibrew Metrey and

fome of them in Rbyme, not only in the

originat Senfe of the Word, as it deuotss

no moye than Verfe or ¥ Number, but afo 1a * “PuSua,
the vulgar Notion of it ; it was defired by 2 Rhythmus,
worthy Minifter, that T fhoukd {ec down two coacinni-
or three Examples of it, whichr I was the tas: nume-
more willing to comply with, becaufe of the rus, fea
Confidence of a fate Writer, who ventures modulus,
not only to afferc the contrary, but alio vo certa di-
appeal to the Learned therein,in thefe words. menfione
<« Befides (faith he) the Learned among & propor-
“ yoh know, that it could'not be the Prattice tione con-
“ of the Jewith Church to fing in Rhyroe ; ftans. Sca-
4 becaufe neither the Song of Mofts, Dibo- pule Lexic,
“ rab, nor the Book of Pfalms, as theyare .

“ in the Hibrew, are any of themin Riywe,

% but &l in Profe. The Examples follow.

T Pfal 8. .
S ANMN I URT D
Ty st
What thing s Man ! thou fbouldft himbear iz zisd?
The Son of Man! to bave thy Vifits kisd, .
Pfal. 63. 3.
JN TR 3
: MW PP Ny
To fie thy Power great, and view thy Glary bright,
As, in sbe holy phage, Ive bad of thee afigos.

1
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’ PGl 116, 7.
2rmng o3 110
2070 703 A

Turn, O wy Soul, to thy Repofe and Reff,
Becaufe Jehovah bath thee greatly bis,

Plal. 148, 1, 2.
DpwTIn—m 11
. | :TIDMRI M

varho23 1meT

Aer = » H
£ 1M 7
Praife ye the Lovd from Hiaven bigh,
Prafe bim in heights above the Sky :
Praife bim a ye bis Angels pure :
Praift bim all ye bis Armies fure,
You have {everal more Inflances of this
kind of Rbythmical Poemsycolletted out of the
¥ Excel. of Plalms, by the Reverend Mr. * Edwqrds, and
8or,p.378. the learned t Bustorf. And cho the reft of the
4 Thef, Pfalms,and fome other parts of Scripture,are
Gram. .notwriceen in fuch Rhymes,ehey are writcen in
Liog.San&. Pottical Virfe,as is fhewn by thefe Auchors and
9.612,6 13, others mention'd || before: Which cercainly
{i P.79,&c. gives us juft canfe to wonder at the Boldns
of the fore-mention’d Writer in affirming o/
to be in Profe; and fhews we had seed ob-
% 1 Theff, ferve the Advice of the holy Apoftle, * Prow
" g.21, el things; hold faft that which u good. - * ~
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